
WOE TO YOU, TEACHERS OF THE LAW AND 
PHARISEES, YOU HYPOCRITES! YOU BUILD TOMBS 
FOR THE PROPHETS AND DECORATE THE GRAVES 
OF THE RIGHTEOUS. AND YOU SAY, ‘IF WE HAD 
LIVED IN THE DAYS OF OUR ANCESTORS, WE 
WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PART WITH THEM IN 
SHEDDING THE BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS.’ SO 
YOU TESTIFY AGAINST YOURSELVES THAT YOU ARE
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THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE WHO MURDERED 
THE PROPHETS. GO AHEAD, THEN, AND COMPLETE  
WHAT YOUR ANCESTORS STARTED! YOU SNAKES! 
YOU BROOD OF VIPERS! HOW WILL YOU ESCAPE 
BEING CONDEMNED TO HELL? THEREFORE I AM 
SENDING YOU PROPHETS AND SAGES AND 
TEACHERS. SOME OF THEM YOU WILL KILL AND 
CRUCIFY; OTHERS YOU WILL FLOG IN YOUR
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SYNAGOGUES AND PURSUE FROM TOWN TO 
TOWN. AND SO UPON YOU WILL COME ALL THE 
RIGHTEOUS BLOOD THAT HAS BEEN SHED ON 
EARTH, FROM THE BLOOD OF RIGHTEOUS ABEL TO 
THE BLOOD OF ZECHARIAH SON OF BEREKIAH,  
WHOM YOU MURDERED BETWEEN THE TEMPLE 
AND THE ALTAR. TRULY I TELL YOU, ALL THIS WILL 
COME ON THIS GENERATION. JERUSALEM, 
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JERUSALEM, YOU WHO KILL THE PROPHETS AND 
STONE THOSE SENT TO YOU, HOW OFTEN I HAVE 
LONGED TO GATHER YOUR CHILDREN TOGETHER, AS 
A HEN GATHERS HER CHICKS UNDER HER WINGS, AND 
YOU WERE NOT WILLING. LOOK, YOUR HOUSE IS LEFT 
TO YOU DESOLATE. FOR I TELL YOU, YOU WILL NOT 
SEE ME AGAIN UNTIL YOU SAY, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO 
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.’”
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