
I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW HARD I AM 
CONTENDING FOR YOU AND FOR THOSE AT 
LAODICEA, AND FOR ALL WHO HAVE NOT MET ME 
PERSONALLY. MY GOAL IS THAT THEY MAY BE 
ENCOURAGED IN HEART AND UNITED IN LOVE, SO 
THAT THEY MAY HAVE THE FULL RICHES OF 
COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING, IN ORDER THAT 
THEY MAY KNOW THE MYSTERY OF GOD, NAMELY, 
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CHRIST, IN WHOM ARE HIDDEN ALL THE 
TREASURES OF WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. I TELL 
YOU THIS SO THAT NO ONE MAY DECEIVE YOU BY 
FINE-SOUNDING ARGUMENTS. FOR THOUGH I AM 
ABSENT FROM YOU IN BODY, I AM PRESENT WITH 
YOU IN SPIRIT AND DELIGHT TO SEE HOW 
DISCIPLINED YOU ARE AND HOW FIRM YOUR FAITH 
IN CHRIST IS. SO THEN, JUST AS YOU RECEIVED
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CHRIST JESUS AS LORD, CONTINUE TO LIVE YOUR 
LIVES IN HIM, ROOTED AND BUILT UP IN HIM, 
STRENGTHENED IN THE FAITH AS YOU WERE 
TAUGHT, AND OVERFLOWING WITH 
THANKFULNESS. SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE TAKES 
YOU CAPTIVE THROUGH HOLLOW AND DECEPTIVE 
PHILOSOPHY, WHICH DEPENDS ON HUMAN 
TRADITION AND THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITUAL
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FORCES OF THIS WORLD RATHER THAN ON CHRIST. 
FOR IN CHRIST ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE DEITY 
LIVES IN BODILY FORM, AND IN CHRIST YOU HAVE 
BEEN BROUGHT TO FULLNESS. HE IS THE HEAD  
OVER EVERY POWER AND AUTHORITY.
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…THERE IS A VERSION OF AMERICAN NATIONALISM 
THAT IS TRYING TO CAMOUFLAGE ITSELF AS 
CHRISTIANITY–AND IT IS A HERETICAL VERSION OF 
OUR FAITH.
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• WHO DO I FEEL THE MOST KINSHIP WITH? 
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• WHO DO I FEEL THE MOST KINSHIP WITH? 
• IS MY FRIEND GROUP AN ECHO CHAMBER? 
• WHAT DO I MOST READILY “EVANGELIZE” 

ABOUT?
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SO THEN, JUST AS YOU RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS AS 
LORD, CONTINUE TO LIVE YOUR LIVES IN 
HIM, ROOTED AND BUILT UP IN HIM, 
STRENGTHENED IN THE FAITH AS YOU WERE 
TAUGHT, AND OVERFLOWING WITH 
THANKFULNESS. SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE TAKES 
YOU CAPTIVE THROUGH HOLLOW AND DECEPTIVE 
PHILOSOPHY, WHICH DEPENDS ON HUMAN

COLOSSIANS 2:6-10



TRADITION AND THE ELEMENTAL SPIRITUAL 
FORCES OF THIS WORLD RATHER THAN ON CHRIST. 
FOR IN CHRIST ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE DEITY 
LIVES IN BODILY FORM, AND IN CHRIST YOU HAVE 
BEEN BROUGHT TO FULLNESS. HE IS THE HEAD  
OVER EVERY POWER AND AUTHORITY.
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• ORTHODOXY 
• LOOK AT YOUR INPUTS 
• BECOME CRITICAL CONSUMERS
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