
“Which of the two do you want me to release 
to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they 
answered. “What shall I do, then, with Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. They 
all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime 
has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they 
shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

– Matthew 27v21–25



When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, 
but that instead an uproar was starting, he 
took water and washed his hands in front of 
the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” All 
the people answered, “His blood is on us and 
on our children!”

– Matthew 27v21–25





Matthew 27v11–26



He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth.

– Isaiah 53:7





Matthew 27v11–26



When his friends were afraid to appear in 
defence of him, God made even those that 
were strangers and enemies, to speak in his 
favour; when Peter denied him, Judas 
confessed him; when the chief priests 
pronounced him guilty of death, Pilate 
declared he found no fault in him; when the

– Matthew Henry



women that loved him stood afar off, Pilate's 
wife, who knew little of him, showed a concern 
for him. Note, God will not leave himself 
without witnesses to the truth and equity of his 
cause, even when it seems to be most 
spitefully run down by its enemies, and most 
shamefully deserted by its friends.

– Matthew Henry





So I find this law at work: Although I want to 
do good, evil is right there with me. For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see 
another law at work in me, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner 
of the law of sin at work within me. What a 
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from

– Romans 7v21–24



this body that is subject to death? 

– Romans 7v21–24





WE ARE THE CROWD





WE ARE BARABBAS





God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.

– 2 Corinthians 5v21





He was despised and rejected by mankind, a 
man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like 
one from whom people hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering, yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted.

– Isaiah 53v3–6



But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.

– Isaiah 53v3–6




