
IV Life a TUaged\ RU a CRmed\?
Happ\ EasWer eYer\bod\! M\ name is KenW, and I¶m one of Whe pasWors here. If \oX¶re aW
a CiW\ ChXrch GaWhering for Whe firsW Wime eYer Whis morning, welcome. We sincerel\ hope
\oX enjo\ed Whe donXWs and Whe coffee. EasWer calls for celebraWion in a lot of differenW
Za\s, bXW Ze felW like bare minimXm, iW jXsWified plenW\ of sXgar and caffeine, so WhaW¶s
ZhaW WhaW Zas aboXW.

If \oX haYe a bible, or if \oX haYe a bible on \oXr phone, go ahead and WXrn ZiWh me Wo
Whe book of 1 CorinWhians, chapWer 15. If \oX are neZer Wo Whe bible and haYe WroXble
finding iW, \oX coXld WoWall\ jXsW Google ³1 CorinWhians 15´ and I¶m sXre \oX¶ll find iW. If Whis
is \oXr firsW Wime ZiWh Xs, ZhaW Ze generall\ like Wo do here on SXnda\s is open Xp Whe
ScripWXres, Zalk WhroXgh a passage WogeWher, and When leW Whe SpiriW shoZ Xs ZhaW Whe
Whings Ze read mean for our eYer\da\ life. No smoke or mirrors±jXsW Whe Zords of God
and Whe spiriW of God. So Ze¶ll geW Wo 1 CorinWhians 15 here in jXsW a biW.

BXW Zhile \oX¶re geWWing Where, I ZanW Wo frame Xp oXr Wime WogeWher Whis morning ZiWh one
question for all of Xs Wo consider. Are \oX read\? Here¶s Whe qXesWion: is life a tragedy,
or a comedy? (repeaW) Those of \oX Zho paid aWWenWion in school Zhen \oX sWXdied
Shakespeare Zill knoZ ZhaW Whose Werms mean. I Zas one of Whose people Zho did not
pa\ aWWenWion, so leW me e[plain iW briefl\ for Whe resW of Xs. When iW comes Wo liWeraWXre
and sWor\lines in general, Where are WZo W\pes: tragedies, and comedies. Tragedies haYe
a sWor\ arc shaped like Whis:

UVXall\, iQ a WUaged\, Whe VWRU\ VWaUWV iQ aQ Rka\ Slace, WhiQgV geW VWeadil\ beWWeU
aQd beWWeU, bXW WheQ Whe\ dURS Rff VigQificaQWl\ aQd eQd WUagicall\. Romeo & Juliet,
for insWance, is a tragedy. The sWor\ sWarWs off ZiWh Whe main characWers meeWing, When
falling in loYe, bXW When Whings geW Zorse and Zorse XnWil eYenWXall\ Whe\ boWh die and
neYer geW Wo be WogeWher (I ZoXld sa\ ³spoiler alerW,´ bXW if \oX haYen¶W read iW in Whe pasW
400 \ears, I¶m jXsW assXming iW¶s noW a prioriW\ for \oX). ThaW¶s a tragedy. AnoWher slighWl\
more modern Wraged\ ZoXld be a moYie like Titanic. The sWor\ sWarWs ZiWh Rose engaged
Wo Bill\ Zane, Zho is a Yerifiabl\ horrible person (\oX knoZ WhaW becaXse he has slicked

1



back hair±bad gX\s onl\ eYer haYe one hairsW\le). BXW When Rose meeWs Jack, Whe\ fall in
loYe, Whe\ go frolicking aboXW Whe boaW...bXW When, afWer Rose meeWs Jack, ship meeWs
iceberg, and iW¶s all doZnhill from Where. The sWor\ ends ZiWh Jack d\ing becaXse Rose for
some sWrange reason doesn¶W ZanW Wo share her floaW (WhaW has plenW\ of space!) ZiWh him.
ThaW¶s also a Wraged\. So Where ma\ be brighW spoWs in Whe sWor\, bXW in Whe end, Whings geW
Zorse and Zorse XnWil iW all ends in a Yer\ Wragic Za\. ThaW¶s hoZ tragedies Zork.

NoZ comedies, on Whe oWher hand, Zork in jXsW Whe opposite Za\. Their sWor\lines look
more like Whis:

Comedies also sWarW in an oka\ place, When Where¶s XsXall\ a dip or a disappoinWmenW in
Whe acWion, bXW When Whings sWeadil\ geW beWWer and beWWer XnWil Where¶s a celebraWion or a
boZ aW Whe end. Things end on a Yer\ positive noWe. Think aboXW Whe moYie Lion King.
The moYie sWarWs ZiWh Whe birWh of Simba, Whe Zhole animal kingdom celebraWing in Whe
mosW epic scene eYer, bXW When MXfasa dies, Simba is e[iled, and Scar rXns Whe kingdom
inWo Whe groXnd. BXW When aW Whe end Simba reWXrns, defeaWs Scar, and claims his righWfXl
place. ThaW¶s a comedy. So in Whis sense, Whe Zord ³comed\´ doesn¶W reall\ haYe
an\Whing Wo do ZiWh iW being fXnn\ or noW fXnn\, iW jXsW means Whe sWor\ ends on a positive
note. If iW helps \oX, \oX can remember Zhich is Zhich b\ Whe shape of Whe narraWiYe. A
tragedy eQdV QegaWiYel\ aQd lRRkV like a frown. A comedy eQdV SRViWiYel\ aQd
lRRkV like a smile. The shape of Whe narraWiYe Wells \oX Zhich one iW is.

So again, m\ TXeVWiRQ fRU \RX Woda\ is Whis: iV life itself–iV Whe story WhaW you and I
fiQd RXUVelYeV iQ±a WUaged\, RU a cRmed\? Which of Whese more accXraWel\ represent
Whe e[perience of life in oXr Zorld? NoZ, b\ asking WhaW, I don¶W mean Zhich one does
your life feel like right now. We ZoXld all haYe YarioXs ansZers Wo WhaW. WhaW I mean is
Zhich one represenWs Whe sWor\ of life in general? The sWor\ of humanity. Is WhaW sWor\
more like a tragedy, or a comedy?

I Whink if \oXr e\es and ears are open Wo Whe message Ze receiYe da\ in and da\ oXW, I
Whink \oX haYe Wo conclXde WhaW life is a tragedy. If WhiV life iV all WheUe iV, aQd WheUe iV
QR gUaQdeU VWRU\ WhaW iW all belRQgV inside Rf, WhaW iV a WUaged\ b\ defiQiWiRQ.
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BecaXse WhaW means no maWWer ZhaW, hoZeYer incredible Whe life \oX lead is on Whis earWh
is, \oX Zill eYenWXall\ die, be bXried, and be forgoWWen (Happ\ EasWer?) ThaW¶s Zhere
Ze¶re all headed. Zero e[cepWions. LasW I checked Whe sWaWs, righW aroXnd 100% of people
eYenWXall\ die. And WhaW means life is a tragedy, WhroXgh and WhroXgh. DeaWh meaQV WhaW
life itself, if WhaW¶V all WheUe iV, iV a tragedy ZaiWiQg WR haSSeQ.

NoZ, WhaW¶s noW Wo sa\ Where aren¶W more positive Za\s Wo spin WhaW sWor\, becaXse Where
are. YoX can make iW soXnd mXch more opWimisWic in hoZ \oX presenW iW. We can sa\
Whings like ³sei]e Whe da\´ or  ³liYe for Woda\!´ or more recenWl\, ³YOLO´±Whank \oX Drake
for WhaW one. Those all sound mXch beWWer Whan ³\oX¶re going Wo die soon.´ BXW if Ze see
pasW Whe markeWing, \oX¶ll reali]e WhaW Whose all sWill operaWe on Whe premise WhaW life is a
tragedy. The\¶re all sa\ing life is shorW, and iW Zon¶W be long XnWil iW¶s oYer, so do all \oX
can do Wo enjo\ iW Zhile iW lasWs. IW¶s WhaW if Whis life is all Where is, and eYenWXall\ noWhing Ze
do Zill lasW or be remembered, so Ze mighW as Zell haYe a liWWle fXn ZiWh iW now. The
message is WhaW \oX shoXld make WhaW high poinW of Whe froZn as high as \oX can,
becaXse Whe decline Zill be here before \oX knoZ iW. So Zhile iW mighW soXnd more
positive, WhaW is a tragedy jXsW Whe same. IW¶s jXsW a Wraged\ ZiWh an ama]ing P.R.
deparWmenW.

And if an\ of Xs acWXall\ belieYe life is a comedy, iW¶s XsXall\ a cheap Yersion of a
comed\. IW¶s WhaW life mighW be bad right now, bXW iW¶s onl\ a maWWer of Wime XnWil Ze geW WhaW
perfecW job, meeW WhaW perfecW person, liYe in WhaW perfecW ciW\, and then Ze Zill liYe happil\
eYer afWer. This is eYer\Whing Disne\ moYies WaXghW Xs Wo belieYe aboXW life. OXr ³happil\
eYer afWer´ is coming, iW¶s jXsW noW here yet. BXW Whe realiW\ is WhaW eYen WhaW oXWlook has
qXiWe Whe dark side. BecaXse plenW\ of people neYer get WhaW perfecW job. PlenW\ of people
neYer meet WhaW perfecW person. PlenW\ of people neYer geW Wo live in WhaW perfecW ciW\. So
Zhen \oX preWend WhaW life is Whe cheap Yersion of a comed\, iW ofWen seWs \oX Xp for
disappoinWmenW and leW-doZn aW Whe facW WhaW life did noW pan oXW like \oX WhoXghW WhaW iW
ZoXld. Ma\be eYen resentment, righW? I mean WhiV iV Zh\ maQ\ SeRSle liYe WheiU liYeV
ZiWh WhiV deeS, UeVidiQg VeQVe WhaW life haV dealW Whem a bad haQd±becaXse Whe\
belieYed WhaW life Zas a comed\, and Wheir ³happil\ eYer afWer´ neYer came.

Or, best case scenario, ZhaW happens is WhaW \oX get Whe perfecW job, \oX meet Whe
perfecW person, \oX move Wo Whe perfecW ciW\±\oX get \oXr ³happil\ eYer eYer´...bXW iW¶s
noZhere near as perfecW as \oX imagined iW being. IW¶s noW ³happil\ eYer afWer,´ iW¶s meh
eYer afWer. And WXrns oXW WhaW then \oX need Wo find Whe next perfecW job, Whe next perfecW
person, Whe next perfecW ciW\, Whe next perfecW experience, or ZhaWeYer iW is. M\ poinW is
jXsW WhaW cheap comedies aren¶W reall\ comedies aW all±Whe\¶re also Wragedies. IW WXUQV RXW
WhaW ZhaW \RX WhRXghW ZaV Whe ama]iQg eQdiQg Rf \RXU life iV acWXall\ jXVW Whe WRS
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Rf Whe fURZQ befRUe Whe WUagic eQdiQg. These too can be filled ZiWh disappoinWmenW,
frXsWraWion, and Wraged\.

So m\ poinW is WhaW tragedy is precisel\ ZhaW life is. If±and Whis is a big if±Whe resXrrecWion
of JesXs did noW happen. And that brings Xs Wo 1 CorinWhians 15. Pick iW Xp ZiWh me in Y.
13:

[13] But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been
raised. [14] And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain.

Oka\, here¶s ZhaW Whis passage jXsW said: if JesXs did noW come back from Whe dead, When
eYer\Whing WhaW Ze do Xp here each Zeek is absolXWel\ poinWless. EYer\Whing WhaW so
man\ of you do b\ sharing Whe good neZs of JesXs ZiWh \oXr coZorkers and friends and
neighbors is Xseless. And more Whan that, if JesXs Zas noW raised, oXr Yer\ faith is in
Yain. If Whe resXrrecWion isn¶W WrXe, Where is nothing lasting ZorWh belieYing in, and life is a
Wraged\. YoX¶re born, \oX ma\be haYe a feZ good \ears here and Where, and When \oX
die±WhaW¶s it. And When he goes on, Y. 15:

[15] (If Jesus hasn¶t been raised from the dead, he says…) We are even found to
be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ,
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised (WhaW logic check
oXW). [16] For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. [17] And
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. [18]
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in Christ
we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

So PaXl sa\s WhaW if JesXs has noW risen from Whe graYe, Where are Whree specific Wragic
conseqXences of WhaW. FiUVW, Ze aUe VWill iQ RXU ViQV. If Where is no resXrrecWion, Where is
no possibiliW\ WhaW Ze Zon¶W alZa\s sWrXggle ZiWh Whe Whings Ze sWrXggle ZiWh noZ. If Ze
are impaWienW and self-righWeoXs now, Ze Zill always be impaWienW and self-righWeoXs. If
Ze are racked ZiWh shame and self-haWred now, Ze Zill always be marked b\ shame and
self-haWred. If Ze are consXmed ZiWh greed and maWerialism now, Ze Zill always be
consXmed ZiWh greed and maWerialism. If JesXs hasn¶W been raised, Where¶s no chance
WhaW Whings Zill eYer geW beWWer. Tragic ending Wo oXr sWor\.

SecRQd, if JeVXV haVQ¶W beeQ UaiVed, death iV Whe eQd Rf Whe VWRU\. JXsW like Ze
menWioned earlier, if Whis life is all Where is, WhaW means WhaW eYer\bod\¶s sWor\ ends aW Whe
graYe. EYer\ single hXman sWor\ is a Wraged\. // And WhiUd, if JeVXV haVQ¶W beeQ UaiVed,
Ze aUe WR be pitied. PXW anoWher Za\, if ZhaW Ze call oXr faiWh in JesXs is jXsW someWhing
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Ze cling Wo periodicall\ Wo geW Xs WhroXgh±if iW¶s more aboXW posiWiYiW\ and reassXrance
Whan iW is a hisWorical eYenW Wo base oXr liYes on±people shoXld absolXWel\ pity Xs.
BecaXse WhaW meaQV RXU VWRU\ iV a WUaged\ jXVW like eYeU\RQe elVe¶V±Ze¶Ue jXVW
liYiQg iQ denial abRXW iW. So Where Ze haYe iW. If JesXs has noW been raised±if Where is no
resXrrecWion±WhaW¶s Whe siWXaWion Ze¶re lefW ZiWh: a tragedy, an\ Za\ \oX look aW iW.

BXW m\ dear friends, I haYe good neZs for Xs Whis morning: ChrisW has been raised from
Whe dead (I¶m gonna sa\ WhaW again becaXse I don¶W Whink \oX heard me: ChrisW has been
raised from the dead). PaXl conWinXes, in Y. 20:

[20] But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep. [21] For as by a man came death, by a man has come
also the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive.

So here is Whe sWor\ of Whe bible. OXr firsW parenWs, Adam and EYe WXrned life inWo a
Wraged\ for all of Xs. God made hXmaniW\ Wo liYe foreYer ZiWh him in a Zorld ZiWh no sin,
no pain, no deaWh and no Wraged\. BXW Whe\ made Whe choice, in essence, WhaW Ze all
make consWanWl\: Wo liYe life independenWl\ from God, and Wo define good and eYil for
WhemselYes. And WhaW is ZhaW sWarWed Whe doZnWick in Whe sWor\line.

BXW as Whe sWor\ declined, God saW inWo moWion a plan Wo change all of WhaW. A plan WhaW
had been XnderZa\ before Whe foXndaWions of Whe Zorld. And Whe cXlminaWion of WhaW plan
Zas sending a man, Zho in realiW\ was God, Wo WXrn Whe Zhole Whing aroXnd. Philippians
2, Walking aboXW Whis plan, sa\s WhaW Jesus…

...who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

So caWch Whis: God¶s plan Wo reYerse Whe Wraged\ of life in his Zorld Zas Wo endure Wraged\
himself. Did \oX see WhaW? God¶s plan didn¶W inYolYe him remaining disWanW and deWached
from Whe Wraged\ of life. Some religioXs WradiWions teach WhaW: WhaW Whe onl\ Za\ Wo endXre
Whe Wraged\ of Whis life is Wo Wr\ and remain above iW. DisWanW and deWached. To empW\ \oXr
life of all desire and longings, so WhaW Wraged\ doesn¶W affecW \oX Whe Za\ iW affecWs oWhers.

BXW WhaW¶s noW Whe perspecWiYe of Whe bible. For God, Whis plan inYolYed he himself pXWWing
on flesh and blood and entering into oXr Wraged\. He ZriWes himself inWo Whe sWor\ noW jXsW
Wo experience Whe Wraged\, bXW Wo be on Whe receiving end of Whe Yer\ ZorsW parWs of iW. He
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became sXbjecW Wo all of iW, Wo Whe poinW of deaWh±e[periencing Whe Wraged\ WhaW all of Xs
Zere headed WoZards. And When he e[periences noW jXsW any deaWh, bXW deaWh on a cross:
one of Whe mosW deYasWaWing, painfXl deaWhs imaginable. JesXs enWered inWo oXr Wraged\,
and e[perienced iW Wo Whe fXll, and his life Woo ended in Wraged\.

...or so Ze WhoXghW. YoX see, if WhaW¶s Zhere Whe sWor\ ended, Whe message ZoXld be WhaW
life is indeed a Wraged\, and WhaW WhaW Wraged\ comes for eYer\one±eYen JesXs. BXW WhaW¶s
not Zhere Whe sWor\ ends. PeWer, one of JesXs¶ closesW disciples, sa\s WhaW God raised
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by
it.

³IW Zas noW possible for him Wo be held b\ iW.´ There iW is: JesXs¶ sWor\ does noW end in
Wraged\±iW ends in resurrection. Three da\s afWer his deaWh, a groXp of disciples ZenW Wo
YisiW JesXs¶ Womb, onl\ Wo find iW empty. The pangs of deaWh and Wraged\ had been
loosened, becaXse iW Zas noW possible for Whem Wo hold JesXs doZn. As iW WXrned oXW,
ZhaW Ze WhoXghW Zas JesXs¶ Wraged\ WXrned oXW Wo be jXsW Whe loZesW poinW of Whe smile.

And Whe poinW WhaW Whe ScripWXres make repeaWedl\ is WhaW becaXse deaWh Zasn¶W Whe end
of his sWor\, iW doesn¶W haYe Wo be Whe end of oXrs eiWher. Back in 1 CorinWhians 15, iW said
WhaW JesXs¶ resXrrecWion Zas Whe ³firsWfrXiWs.´ IQ RWheU ZRUdV, ZhaW ZaV VR VigQificaQW
abRXW his UeVXUUecWiRQ iVQ¶W WhaW iW ZaV Whe RQl\ RQe WR eYeU haSSeQ. IW ZaV Whe first
RQe Rf many WR haSSeQ. The sWor\ of Whe bible is WhaW JesXs¶ resXrrecWion Zas a big deal
becaXse iW made possible our resurrection±all of Whose Zho belong Wo JesXs. The sWor\ of
Whe bible is noW WhaW Ze Zill all one da\ be sXcked Xp inWo heaYen before sWXff geWs reall\
bad. The sWor\ of Whe bible is WhaW Ze Zill reign foreYer ZiWh JesXs in a neZ heaYens and
a neZ earWh: a Zorld WhaW is remade Wo be eYer\Whing he inWended iW Wo be. So for Xs Woo,
death jXsW happens Wo be Whe loZ poinW of Whe smile.

So Whe WrXe sWor\ of Whe Zorld is a comedy. IW¶s a beaXWifXl sWor\ ZiWh Whe besW possible
ending. IW¶s a narraWiYe WhaW closes ZiWh Whe onl\ WrXe good gX\ Zinning and bringing
an\one Zho ZanWs Wo come along in his YicWor\. IW¶s him proclaiming ZiWh confidence WhaW
³eYer\ sad Whing Zill one da\ become XnWrXe´ and WhaW eYer\ hearWache Zill be forgoWWen.
IW¶s a sWor\ WhaW ends ZiWh him Ziping eYer\ Wear from eYer\ e\e and proclaiming WhaW sin,
deaWh and injXsWice are foreYer defeaWed and haYe been robbed foreYer of Wheir poZer.

So folloZ me here: for folloZers of JesXs, life iWself is not a Wraged\±WhaW deaWh and eYil
Zin±bXW iW¶s also not naivete±Whe shorWsighWed belief WhaW a neZ job or a neZ relaWionship
or a neZ ciW\ Zill fi[ ZhaW is broken in oXr soXls. IW¶s noW a cheap comed\. For folloZers of
JesXs, iW iV Whe belief WhaW WhRXgh eYil aQd iQjXVWice e[iVW now, WhaW WhaW iV a
temporary UealiW\±iW¶V QRW Whe fiQal RXWcRme. The WrXe sWor\ is WhaW WhRXgh daUkQeVV
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aQd bURkeQQeVV ma\ ZUeak haYRc UighW QRZ, WhaW Whe\ caQQRW aQd Zill QRW UeigQ
fRUeYeU. BecaXse Ze are ciWi]ens of a new Zorld, Ze are parWicipanWs in a neZ realiW\. A
neZ sWor\. A neZ ending. And one WhaW changes Whe enWire trajectory of Whe presenW. ThaW
is Whe difference WhaW a resXrrecWion makes.

YRX Vee if \RX belRQg WR Whe kiQgdRm Rf GRd, WhaW meaQV right now iV Whe worst
WhaW life Zill eYeU geW. This is Whe loZ poinW in Whe sWor\. BXW \oX happen Wo knoZ WhaW Whe
injXsWice now Zill noW be Whe realiW\ foreYer. The sin now Zill noW be Whe realiW\ foreYer.
And Whe brokenness now is aboXW Wo be made Zhole. And even all of Whe good Whings Ze
e[perience now are previews of Whe Zorld Wo come. EYer\ incredible friendship, eYer\
life-giYing conYersaWion, eYer\ genXinel\ loYing relaWionship±Whe\ all are simpl\ a taste of
ZhaW Whe neZ heaYens and neZ earWh Zill be like.

This is ZhaW Ze sa\ eYer\ single EasWer±and I will probabl\ sa\ iW eYer\ single EasWer
XnWil I die±Whe ³hope´ WhaW Ze are giYen in Whe ScripWXres is noW some sorW of YagXel\
posiWiYe feeling aboXW Whe fXWXre. IW¶s noW Whe same Whing as crossing oXr fingers WhaW life
geWs beWWer or WhaW Whis is Whe ZorsW iW Zill geW. IW¶s noW a glorified Yersion of Zishing Whe
ZeaWher is sXnn\ WomorroZ or WhaW Whe Vols pla\ beWWer fooWball ne[W \ear (becaXse Lord
knoZs neiWher of Whose are gXaranWees in Kno[Yille righW noZ). The hRSe WhaW Ze aUe
giYeQ iQ Whe ScUiSWXUeV iV a certainty WhaW GRd will RQe da\ make all WhiQgV QeZ,
aQd WhaW he iV VWaUWiQg WhaW SURceVV now. The resXrrecWion of JesXs Zas Whe ³firsWfrXiWs´
of Whe resXrrecWion of all Whings. And that is Zhere Ze seW oXr hope.

So here is Zhere Ze¶ll land for oXr Wime Whis morning: are \oX a part of WhaW sWor\? I knoZ
for some, Whe sWor\ of a god-man Zho dies and comes back Wo life mighW be a hard one Wo
sZalloZ. I geW WhaW. And I ZanW \oX Wo knoZ Where are plenW\ of books and podcasWs oXW
Where WhaW la\ oXW Whe reasonable, raWional reasons for belieYing WhaW WhaW sWor\ is WrXe±\oX
ma\ ZanW Wo check oXW some of Whose Whis Zeek. The\ mighW be immensely helpfXl Wo
\oX.

BXW today, I jXsW ZanW Wo ask \oX Whis: don¶W \oX want WhaW sWor\ Wo be WrXe? Don¶W Ze want
iW Wo be WrXe WhaW deaWh and pain and injXsWice aren¶W Whe end of Whe sWor\? Don¶W Ze want
Where Wo be someWhing be\ond a feZ good \ears before Ze die? A feZ good e[periences
before Ze¶re forgoWWen? I ZoXld argXe Where is someWhing ZiWhin each of Xs WhaW longs for
Whe sWor\ of Whe resXrrecWion Wo be WrXe. ThaW wants life Wo be a comed\, noW a Wraged\.

And ZhaW I¶m here Woda\ Wo Well \oX is WhaW Whose desires, Whose longings, Zere pXW in \oX
b\ a God WhaW made you Wo liYe for someWhing more. And WhaW same God pXW on flesh,
enWered inWo \oXr Wraged\, carried your sin on his shoXlders, and When nailed Whem Wo a
cross and left Whem Where. And becaXse he did WhaW, sin is noW Whe end of \oXr sWor\.
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Death is noW Whe end of \oXr sWor\. The brokenness of Whe Zorld is noW Whe end of Whe
sWor\. YoXr sWor\ doesn¶W end in Wraged\, precisel\ becaXse his didn¶W. He rose Whree da\s
laWer, and noZ e[Wends Whe inYiWaWion Wo you: ³Zill you rise with me?´ YoX see, Whe deaWh,
Whe Vhame, aQd Whe WUaged\ iQ RXU ZRUld aUe real, bXW Whe\ dR QRW haYe WR be final.
He has seW a sWor\ in moWion WhaW is so mXch beWWer Whan an\Whing \oX or I coXld imagine.
And his inYiWaWion Wo \oX is simple: join Whe sWor\, and find hope.

So if \oX¶re here Woda\ and \oX ZanW Wo be a parW of WhaW sWor\, I¶m noW going Wo ask \oX Wo
raise \oXr hand or Zalk Whe aisle or pra\ a pra\er. I¶ll jXsW Well \oX WhaW Where coXnWless
people here in Whis room WhaW ZoXld love Wo Zalk ZiWh \oX as \oX Wake \oXr ne[W sWeps
WoZards JesXs. Talk Wo Whe person \oX came ZiWh and Well Whem \oX ZanW Wo knoZ ZhaW
WhaW looks like. Talk Wo someone in \oXr life Zho folloZs JesXs and Well Whem \oX ZanW Wo
knoZ ZhaW WhaW looks like. If \oX don¶W knoZ Zho Wo Walk Wo, come Walk Wo me, or an\one on
Whis sWage and Well Whem \oX ZanW Wo knoZ ZhaW WhaW looks like. We ZoXld loYe noWhing in
Whe Zorld more Whan Zalking ZiWh \oX WhroXgh WhaW. EYen if \oX¶re noW sXre \eW, bXW \oX
haYe qXesWions, Ze¶d loYe Wo help ansZer \oXr qXesWions, or Zalk ZiWh \oX as Ze find
ansZers Wo \oXr qXesWions.

BXW Whe inYiWaWion is simple: join Whe sWor\, and find hope. We¶re going Wo Wake some Wime
before Ze¶re done Wo respond b\ celebraWing Whe realiW\ of Whe resXrrecWion. We¶re going
Wo sing aboXW hoZ good WhaW is and ZhaW all iWs implicaWions are. If Ze can help oXW in an\
Za\, please leW Xs knoZ. BXW \oX¶re inYiWed Wo sWand and celebraWe ZiWh Xs.

LeW¶s pra\.
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