
OUdinaU\ iV NoW InVignificanW (13:31-33)
31 He Wold Whem anoWher parable: ³The kingdom of heaYen iV like a mXVWard Veed, Zhich
a man Wook and planWed in hiV field. 32 ThoXgh iW iV Whe VmalleVW of all VeedV, \eW Zhen iW
groZV, iW iV Whe largeVW of garden planWV and becomeV a Wree, Vo WhaW Whe birdV come and
perch in iWV brancheV.´ 33 He Wold Whem VWill anoWher parable: ³The kingdom of heaYen iV
like \eaVW WhaW a Zoman Wook and mi[ed inWo aboXW Vi[W\ poXndV[a] of floXr XnWil iW Zorked
all WhroXgh Whe doXgh.´

InWUR
WhaW¶V gRRd chXUch fam? HRZ Ze dRing? M\ name iV MaUcXV and I¶m Rne Rf Whe SaVWRUV
heUe aW CiW\ ChXUch. If I haYen'W meW \RX \eW I ZRXld lRYe WR dR VR VRmeWime afWeU Whe
gaWheUing WRda\. If \RX aUe neZ heUe, jXVW WR caWch \RX XS, Ze aUe gRing WhURXgh Whe bRRk
Rf MaWWheZ and Ze aUe jXVW RYeU a \eaU in; Rn and Rff. And Ze aUe cXUUenWl\ VifWing
WhURXgh JeVXV¶ SaUableV, RU VhRUW VWRUieV, abRXW Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen. And Whe UeaVRn
he VSRke in SaUableV ZaV becaXVe he kneZ WhaW ZheWheU SeRSle ZRXld UeceiYe hiV
meVVage RU nRW, iW ZaVn¶W XlWimaWel\ deWeUmined b\ hRZ diUecW RU cleaU he iV, iW ZaV baVed
Rn Whe cRndiWiRn Rf WheiU heaUWV. So SeoSle UeVSonding Wo Whe good neZV of Whe
kingdom deSended enWiUel\ on ZheWheU Whe\ had Whe abiliW\ Wo hear oU noW.

In man\ Za\V like WRda\, if \RX ZeUe fRllRZing afWeU JeVXV, WheUe ZaV VRme leg ZRUk
menWall\ ZRUk WhaW ZenW inWR iW. EYen Whe diVciSleV, aW WimeV, didn¶W knRZ ZhaW JeVXV ZaV
Va\ing Zhen he VSRke in SaUableV. The\ ZRXld be like ³He\ JeVXV, SVVWV. SR abRXW WhaW
SaUable«´ And When JeVXV ZRXld hRRk Whem XS ZiWh an e[SlanaWiRn. SR if \RX ZeUe
inWeUeVWed enRXgh, \RX ZRXld WU\ WR diYe belRZ Whe VXUface Rf Whe SaUable and Vee ZhaW
\RX cRXld glean fURm iW. NRZ if \RX ZeUe cRming aURXnd bXW \RX ZeUe nRW WUXl\
inWeUeVWed, When JeVXV¶ SaUableV ZRXld SURbabl\ WXUn \RX aZa\. I mean leW¶V be Ueal, if
\RX ZeUe WR VhRZ XS, and JeVXV VWaUWed Welling a VhRUW VWRU\ abRXW VeedV RU fiVh, \RX
ZRXld SURbabl\ be like, Zell WhaW ZaV ZeiUd. And \RX¶d SURbabl\ Zalk aZa\. In man\
Za\V WhiV SaUable WhaW Ze aUe abRXW WR Uead SURbabl\ WXUned SeRSle aZa\.

NRZ, KenW cRYeUed a cRXSle SaUableV laVW Zeek, bXW he VkiSSed RYeU a cRXSle VhRUW RneV
in Whe middle Rf hiV SaVVage. TRda\ Ze'Ue gRnna cRYeU WhRVe. TheUe aUe WZR Rf Whem±Rne
abRXW a Veed, and Rne abRXW \eaVW and bUead±and Whe\ bRWh geW aW a YeU\ VimilaU idea
WhaW I Whink iV YiWall\ imSRUWanW WR hRZ \RX and I Whink abRXW life in Whe kingdRm Rf HeaYen.

[SR Y.31] ³The kingdom of heaYen iV like a mXVWard Veed, Zhich a man Wook and planWed
in hiV field. 32 ThoXgh iW iV Whe VmalleVW of all VeedV, \eW Zhen iW groZV, iW iV Whe largeVW of
garden planWV and becomeV a Wree, Vo WhaW Whe birdV come and perch in iWV brancheV.´
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SR JeVXV WellV Whem a SaUable and Va\V Whe kingdRm Rf heaYen iV like a mXVWaUd Veed.
HaYe \RX eYeU Veen a mXVWaUd befRUe? Well \RX¶Ue in lXck. BecaXVe I haYe Rne heUe
UighW nRZ. And leW me Va\,  iW¶V SUeWW\ Win\. I ZaV Whinking I cRXld SRVW a SicWXUe Rn Whe
VcUeen fRU eYeU\Rne bXW I decided WR Wake iW a VWeS fXUWheU. WiWh m\ YeU\ limiWed bXdgeW Rf
$2 I ZaV able WR geW eYeU\Rne a mXVWaUd Veed (WhaW¶V $2 WRWal, nRW SeU SeUVRn); VR gR
ahead a d lRRk XndeUneaWh \RXU chaiU and Vee if \RX can lRcaWe Whe mXVWaUd Veed Ze
Slaced WheUe. NRZ aV an aVide I¶m VRUU\ I didn¶W SXW an\ XSVWaiUV becaXVe I figXUed \RX
didn¶W ZanW WR WRXch Whe caUSeW and fRU RXU Rnline fam, iW ZRXld jXVW be ZeiUd fRU me WR
haYe dRne WhaW in \RXU hRme.

SR JeVXV Va\V Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV like WhiV Win\, almRVW inYiVible, Veed Zhich
VRmeRne SlanWV in hiV field. ThiV iV Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen. SRmebRd\ WXUn WR \RXU
neighbRU and Va\ WhiV iV Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen. Did WhaW feel ZeiUd RU cRnfXVing aW all?
NRZ jXVW Whink abRXW hRZ SeRSle back in Whe da\ ZRXld haYe felW. The\ ZRXld haYe been
XWWeUl\ cRnfXVed. BecaXVe Whe\ ZeUe e[SecWing a cRnTXeURU WR cRme WhURXgh and ZiSe
WheiU enemieV RXW and nRW VRmeRne ZhR Vaid Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen ZaV like WhiV SXn\
mXVWaUd Veed.

The\ ZRXld'Ye e[SecWed him WR Va\ WhaW Whe kingdRm Rf heaYen ZaV like an aUm\ Rf
chaUiRWV WhaW VhRZV XS Rn Whe Vcene and WeUUifieV Whe enem\ inWR UeWUeaW. OU WhaW Whe
kingdRm Rf heaYen iV like an inYading aUm\ WhaW inYadeV Whe land and YanTXiVheV Whe
enem\. The kingdRm Rf heaYen iV like a WhXndeUVWRUm Rn Whe Vea WhaW aUUiYeV VXddenl\
and aggUeVViYel\ and fillV \RX ZiWh ZRndeU and aZe and WeUURU. ThaW¶V ZhaW Whe\ ZRXld¶Ye
e[SecWed JeVXV WR Va\.

InVWead, JeVXV Va\V, Whe kingdRm Rf heaYen iV like Whe WinieVW Rf VeedV WhaW RYeU Whe
cRXUVe Rf mRnWhV and \eaUV, eYenWXall\ gURZV inWR a WUee. DR \RX heaU Whe diffeUence.

LeW me SXW iW WR \RX like WhiV. HaYe \RX eYeU ZaWched a SlanW gURZ? Like SXW a Veed in Whe
gURXnd, gRW a cR]\ blankeW, SRSSed VRme SRScRUn, and SXlled XS a chaiU and When jXVW
VWaUe aW iW XnWil \RX Vee SURgUeVV? Yah SURbabl\ nRW. And Whe UeaVRn iV fiUVW and fRUemRVW
iW ZRXld be bRUing, bXW mRUe imSRUWanWl\ becaXVe \RX liWeUall\ can'W Vee iW. EYen Whe
faVWeVW gURZing SlanWV ZRXldn'W be ZRUWh ZaWching WhaW Za\. BecaXVe Whe naWXUe Rf SlanW
gURZWh iV WhaW iW iV VR VlRZ and VR gUadXal WhaW \RX liWeUall\ can'W SeUceiYe iW ZiWh Whe
naked e\e aV iW haSSenV. YRX can gR lRRk aW iW WRda\, and When gR lRRk aW iW again ne[W
Zeek and RbVeUYe WhaW iW haV gURZn, bXW if \RX SXll XS a chaiU and ZaWch iW, \RX Zill Vee
nRWhing aW all. ThaW'V hRZ iW ZRUkV.

JeVXV Va\V WhaW'V hRZ Whe kingdRm Rf HeaYen ZRUkV. ThaW'V hRZ iW SURgUeVVeV. IW VWaUWV
ZiWh a Veed VR Win\ WhaW \RX can¶W eYen Vee, and When iW cRnWinXeV WhaW Za\ fRU TXiWe VRme
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Wime. And When ma\be eYenWXall\, \RX Vee VhRRWV SRking RXW Rf Whe gURXnd, and When a
liWWle laWeU ma\be VRme leaYeV, \RX Vee iW flRZeU VRme, and When a liWWle laWeU iW WXUnV inWR a
bXVh and finall\ inWR a WUee.

SR WhaW'V Whe fiUVW SicWXUe JeVXV giYeV XV fRU Whe kingdRm Rf HeaYen. HeUe'V Whe VecRnd
Rne:

The kingdom of heaYen iV like \eaVW WhaW a Zoman Wook and mi[ed inWo aboXW Vi[W\
poXndV of floXr XnWil iW Zorked all WhroXgh Whe doXgh.´

WelcRme WR JeVXV¶ TED Walk, The KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV nRW Rnl\ like a mXVWaUd Veed bXW
iW¶V alVR like \eaVW. VeU\ inVSiUing UighW? EiWheU Za\ he Va\V iW¶V ³like \eaVW WhaW a ZRman
WRRk and mi[ed«´ NRZ Ze aUe Ueading fURm Whe NIV WhiV mRUning bXW if \RX lRRk aW RWheU
WUanVlaWiRnV, ZhaW dReV iW UeSlace ZiWh mi[ed? An\Rne? Hid, UighW. IW¶V ³like \eaVW WhaW a
ZRman WRRk and hid«´ inWR abRXW Vi[W\ SRXndV Rf flRXU. And iW Va\V 'hid' becaXVe WhaW'V
baVicall\ ZhaW \RX dR ZiWh \eaVW. YRX Rnl\ need a liWWle biW Rf \eaVW WR ZRUk WhURXgh a lRW
Rf flRXU.

HaYe \RX gX\V eYeU Veen Vi[W\ SRXndV Rf flRXU? PleaVe dRn¶W lRRk XndeU \RXU chaiU. I
cRXldn¶W affRUd eYeU\Rne flRXU. BXW Ze dR VWill haSSen WR haYe VRme fRU WhiV YiVXal. BUing iW
RXW \all [haYe flRXU bagV bURXghW RXW, Rne b\ Rne, make jRkeV abRXW Whem aV Whe\ dR].

Oka\, VR WhaW UighW WheUe iV Vi[W\ SRXndV Rf flRXU. Which iV a lRW. NRZ dR \RX gX\V knRZ
hRZ mXch \eaVW ZRXld gR inWR Vi[W\ SRXndV Rf flRXU? Oka\, bUing RXW Whe \eaVW gX\V [Rne
SeUVRn cRmeV Zalking RXW ZiWh a Vmall maVRn jaU, SeRSle Zill laXgh aW hRZ Vmall iW iV].
LadieV and genWlemen, I giYe \RX Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen.

Oka\, dR \RX gX\V Vee hRZ RSSRViWe WhiV ZRXld haYe been fURm eYeU\Whing SeRSle
aURXnd JeVXV ZeUe e[SecWing. ThaW'V baVicall\ nRWhing. IW VeemV VR Vmall, VR RUdinaU\, VR
inVignificanW. BXW make nR miVWake abRXW iW, Whe end UeVXlW Rf WhiV mXch bUead baked
ZiWhRXW WhiV \eaVW YeUVXV ZiWh iW iV XnbelieYable. And WhaW'V ZhaW JeVXV iV WU\ing WR geW aW.

SR Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV like WhiV [VhRZ Whe mXVWaUd Veed and Whe \eaVW WRgeWheU].
Small and hidden. Again WhiV ZRXld haYe been cRnfXVing WR Whe aXdience becaXVe Rf all
Whe Old TeVWamenW VWRUieV SainWing VRmeWhing cRmSleWel\ diffeUenW and alVR becaXVe
Zhen VRmeRne eVWabliVhed a KingdRm iW XVXall\ ZaV nRW meanW WR be hidden RU Vmall.

I mean eYen in WRda\¶V WeUmV, can \RX imagine Whe PUeVidenW being VZRUn in bXW iW¶V
acWXall\ jXVW a VimSle 1 minXWe Whing becaXVe leW¶V be hRneVW iW Ueall\ cRXld all be bRiled
dRZn WR a minXWe RU WZR. BXW can \RX imagine nR SRmS and ciUcXmVWance aURXnd Whe
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inaXgXUaWiRn? ThaW dReVn¶W eYen make VenVe UighW? In man\ Za\V iW ZRXld be
XnAmeUican WR nRW dR iW big. BecaXVe WR XV, iW VeemV like an\Whing ZRUWh dRing needV WR
be made a big deal RXW Rf UighW. In man\ Za\V iW¶V bXilW inWR Whe AmeUican eWhRV. When Ze
ZanW VRmeWhing eVWabliVhed RU VhRZn Rff, Ze gR abRXW iW in Whe biggeU, beWWeU, flaVhieU,
W\Se Rf Za\. ThaW¶V hRZ \RX geW nRWiced. ThaW¶V hRZ \RX becRme an inflXenceU, WhaW¶V
hRZ Ze geW UaiVeV, RU hRZ Ze VWa\ UeleYanW. And Ze Vee iW in WRnV Rf diffeUenW Za\V.

ASSle can'W jXVW haYe a VimSle annRXncemenW ZheUe Whe\ Va\, ³he\ gX\V, Ze¶Ye gRW a
neZ ShRne and WhiV iV iW [VhRZ m\ ShRne] VRUU\ iW¶V nRW XndeU \RXU chaiU bXW \RX can
SXUchaVe iW fRU Whe lRZ lRZ SUice Rf a lRW...and Whe end Vcene´ nR, nR, nR, iW¶V gRWWa be a
hXge gURXndbUeaking eYenW ZheUe Whe ne[W eYRlXWiRn Rf mRbile deYiceV iV inWURdXced. FRU
WhRVe ZhR aUe inWR VSRUWV and inWR Whe dUafWV, I UemembeU back in Whe da\ Whe dUafW Zhen
iW ZaVn¶W mXch Rf an\Whing. IW ZaV YeU\ lRZ ke\. IW XVed WR be WhiV nRn-aVVXming Whing and
eYenWXall\ iW mRUShed inWR WhiV gUandiRVe cRXSle da\V Whing ZheUe eYeU\ Sick iV anal\]ed
WR Whe µnWh degUee. If \RX¶Ue in cRllege, \RX neYeU ZanW WR WhURZ an RUdinaU\ SaUW\ UighW?
YRX ZanW WR WhURZ Whe beVW SaUW\ \RX can WhURZ in hRSeV WhaW iW bUingV \RX VRme W\Se Rf
glRUiRXV SXUSRVe, ZheUe SeRSle Walk abRXW iW fRU ZeekV.

SR RXU cXlWXUe dReVn¶W Ueall\ dR Whe Vmall, XnnRWiced, RUdinaU\ Whing UighW? And Vadl\
neiWheU dR ChUiVWianV RU RXU chXUcheV. We Vee WhiV ZiWh hRZ Ze WUeaW RXU SeUVRnal
VSiUiWXal gURZWh. The mRUe RUdinaU\ RXU Wime ZiWh JeVXV Whe mRUe Ze feel like iW¶V nRW
ZRUWh iW. We geneUall\ aUen'W cRnWenW ZiWh jXVW ViWWing in Whe ScUiSWXUeV and being Ueminded
Rf VRmeWhing abRXW JeVXV. InVWead, Ze need him WR VhRZ XS, SRinW XV WR jXVW Whe SaVVage
Ze needed WR heaU, and blRZ RXU mindV ZiWh SRZeU and cRnYicWiRn and SXUSRVe WhURXgh
iW eYeU\ Wime.

OXU SUa\eU WimeV aUe VimilaU. PUa\eU can¶W jXVW be \RX VilenWl\ SUa\ing b\ \RXUVelf Zeek in
and Zeek RXW, iW haV WR be a mind-blRZing encRXnWeU ZiWh Whe liYing GRd ZheUe \RX heaU
hiV aXdible YRice Welling \RX SUeciVel\ ZhaW \RX need WR heaU and anVZeUing each SUa\eU
\RX SUa\.

When Ze aWWend a chXUch VeUYice, iW can'W jXVW be an RUdinaU\ chXUch VeUYice±iW haV WR be
life-changing. IW haV WR be Whe beVW Rne Ze'Ye eYeU gRne WR. IW can'W jXVW be VRme aYeUage
mXVicianV WhaW led XV in ZRUVhiS, iW needV WR be Whe lRXdeVW, mRVW WalenWed, ZRUVhiS band
WhaW Sla\V Whe VRngV beWWeU Whan Whe UecRUding. IW can'W jXVW be WhaW Whe SaVWRU XS fURnW
SUeached an RUdinaU\ VeUmRn ZheUe he Vaid WUXe WhingV WhaW helSed \RX becRme mRUe
like JeVXV±iW haV WR be WhaW Whe\ SUeached Whe mRVW engaging, hilaUiRXV, cRnYicWing,
mind-blRZing VeUmRn \RX'Ye eYeU heaUd. AlVR I aSRlRgi]e fRU WhRVe lRRking fRU WhaW
becaXVe WhiV iVn¶W WhaW.
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I Vee WhiV in m\Velf ZiWh ZhaW I e[SecW fURm SeRSle WhaW I¶m diVciSling and SRXUing inWR.. If
WheUe¶V VRmeWhing WhaW I nRWice VRmeRne cRXld gURZ in, I ZanW WR be able WR haYe Rne
cRnYeUVaWiRn ZiWh Whem ZheUe I dURS VRme knRZledge Rn WheiU laSV, and When Whe ne[W
Wime I Vee Whem, Whe\¶Ye imSlemenWed iW and haYe cRmSleWel\ changed aV a hXman being
becaXVe Rf iW. When in UealiW\ WhaW iV YeU\ UaUel\ hRZ hXman RU VSiUiWXal gURZWh ZRUkV. BXW
Zhen iW dReVn¶W ZRUk WhaW Za\, I geW fUXVWUaWed becaXVe gURZWh in WhaW SeUVRn didn¶W
haSSen VignificanWl\ and VXddenl\ and dUamaWicall\.

We dR WhiV ZiWh RXU LifeGURXSV and RWheU cRmmXniWieV aV Zell. We e[SecW WR VhRZ XS WR
RXU LifeGURXS and immediaWel\ haYe a cRnnecWiRn RU e[SecW a cRnnecWiRn Rf VRme VRUW in
a maWWeU Rf ZeekV. We e[SecW WR meeW SeRSle in RXU LifeGURXSV, and haYe Whem becRme
Whe mRVW meaningfXl, beVW fUiendVhiSV Ze haYe had in a maWWeU Rf ZeekV. We e[SecW
Whem WR Va\ and dR WhingV WhaW cRmSleWel\ changeV RXU liYeV ZiWh TXickneVV. We deViUe
WhiV RYeU an RUdinaU\ cRmmXniW\, ZheUe iW WakeV Wime and effRUW, in man\ Za\V a lRW Rf
effRUW, WR becRme fUiendV. TR cRnnecW ZiWh VRmeRne ZheUe JeVXV WUXl\ iV Whe Rnl\
cRnnecWiRn iV WRXgh. TR acWXall\ SXW in Whe Wime WR leaUn hRZ WR lRYe each RWheU Zell. ThiV
iVn¶W ZhaW Ze ZanW.

I Vee iW Zhen iW cRmeV WR RXU SaUWiciSaWiRn in GRd'V miVViRn, Ze feel like WR make a
VignificanW imSacW, Ze need WR gR WR a UemRWe Yillage in a WhiUd-ZRUld cRXnWU\ and Well
eYeU\ Vingle SeUVRn WheUe abRXW JeVXV. MeanZhile WheUe aUe SeRSle aW RXU jRb RU in RXU
claVVeV UighW nRZ WhaW dRn'W knRZ JeVXV, and Ze'Ue nRW Va\ing an\Whing WR Whem.
BecaXVe WhaW feelV WRR RUdinaU\. We feel like WR Ueall\ be inYRlYed in miniVWU\, Ze need WR
geW a fXll-Wime jRb in miniVWU\. MeanZhile Ze'Ye gRW a LifeGURXS fXll Rf SeRSle WhaW need
miniVWeUing WR, and Ze'Ue nRW dRing an\Whing abRXW iW...becaXVe WhaW feelV WRR RUdinaU\.

DR \RX Vee an\ Rf WhiV in \RX? We VR RfWen ZanW big, Ze ZanW imSacW, Ze ZanW VSlaVh\.
And JeVXV iVn'W neceVVaUil\ RSSRVed WR an\ Rf WhRVe WhingV±afWeU all, Ze aUe Walking abRXW
Whe GRd ZhR SaUWed Whe Red Sea. He dReV big and flaVh\ VRmeWimeV. He'V nRW RSSRVed
WR an\ Rf WhaW. BXW he alVR dReVn'W UeTXiUe iW. SRme Rf XV need WR heaU WhiV in Whe URRm
UighW nRZ. He alVR dReVn¶W UeTXiUe iW. He'V jXVW aV cRmfRUWable ZiWh mXVWaUd Veed-leYel
gURZWh. WheUe iW WakeV Veemingl\ fRUeYeU, bXW WhaW Veemingl\ fRUeYeU iV cRnViVWenW
gURZWh. He'V jXVW aV cRmfRUWable ZiWh \eaVW-in-Vi[W\-SRXndV Rf flRXU W\Se imSacW. In Whe
SlaceV ZheUe \RX feel like \RX aUe dURZning in a Vea Rf mXndane, GRd acWXall\ haV \RX
WheUe changing Whe YeU\ fabUic Rf Whe ZRUld aURXnd \RX. And if WheVe SaUableV Well XV
an\Whing, iW'V WhaW he mighW jXVW SUefeU dRing WhingV WhaW Za\.

I mean, Whink abRXW hRZ JeVXV came inWR Whe ZRUld. JeVXV cRXld haYe made faU mRUe Rf
a VSlaVh if he ZanWed WR, bXW inVWead he ZaV bRUn inWR Whe ZRUld. We¶Ye Vaid WhiV befRUe
I¶m VXUe, bXW fRU JeVXV WR be bRUn inWR WhiV ZRUld iV a ZeiUd Whing UighW? The cUeaWRU Rf Whe
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XniYeUVe ZaV bRUn inWR WhiV ZRUld. HRZ lRZl\ can Rne VWRRS UighW? And he ZaVn¶W jXVW
bRUn in WhiV ZRUld, he ZaV bRUn in a backZRRdV WRZn in a VWable. WiWh all Whe acceVVRUieV
Rf animalV and WheiU SRRS. And \eW iW Sla\V inWR WhiV Vmall and hidden VWXff WhaW JeVXV
WalkV abRXW heUe. He neYeU WUaYeled mRUe Whan 100 mileV fURm hiV hRmeWRZn. He cRXld
haYe RYeUWhURZn Whe cXUUenW KingdRm Rf RRme and ³eVWabliVhed´ hiV UXle and Ueign, and
made eYeU\Rne acknRZledge him. bXW inVWead he ZRUked like \RX and me. He ZaV jXVW
VRme blXe-cRllaU dXde ZRUking in hiV hRmeWRZn. Again, nRW hRZ Ze geneUall\ imagine
ZhaW a King RU cUeaWRU VhRXld be. When he WUanViWiRned inWR miniVWU\ ZRUk, he cRXld haYe
gRWWen Whe beVW and Whe bUighWeVW like all Whe RWheU SUieVWV did in hiV da\ in age, bXW
inVWead he aVked fiVheUmen, Wa[ cRllecWRUV, ZRmen ZhR ZeUe miVWUeaWed and fRUgRWWen
becaXVe Whe\ liYed in a SaWUiaUchal VRcieW\, and RWheUV ZhR ZeUe Veen aV lRZ claVV ZhR
ZRXld haYe been Veen aV nRW XS WR SaU and JeVXV began diVciSling Whem. And When he
gRW WhRVe Vame SeRSle WR gR RXW inWR Whe ZRUld and diVciSle RWheUV in WhiV W\Se Rf Za\. He
gRW Whe mRVW RUdinaU\ SeRSle Rn eaUWh WR dR Whe mRVW VignificanW Whing Rn eaUWh.

PaVWRU and ChUiVWian WhinkeU, Sk\e JeWhani Va\V iW WhiV Za\:

³IW iVn¶W WhaW he e[pecWed each perVon Wo ³change Whe Zorld´ WhroXgh remarkable
accompliVhmenWV. RaWher, JeVXV e[pecWed hiV XndiVWingXiVhed folloZerV Wo be Whe
VoXrce of Whe Zorld¶V moVW eVVenWial ingredienWV. LikeZiVe, in a dark and
deWerioraWing Zorld, Where iV noWhing more ZonderfXl Whan Vimple people liYing aV
JeVXV WaXghW.´

We mighW SXW iW WhiV Za\: in Whe kingdRm Rf JeVXV, OUdinaU\ iV NRW InVignificanW. I ZanW
\RX WR Vee and feel hRZ Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV heUe UighW nRZ. In \RXU eYeU\da\ life.
SRmeWimeV life ma\ Veem like iW¶V Rn a lRRS, RU iW¶V mXndane, RU ZhaWeYeU bXW iW dReVn¶W
mean WhaW WhaW Wime iV ZaVWed RU inVignificanW. BecaXVe in Whe kingdRm Rf JeVXV, RUdinaU\
iV nRW inVignificanW.

And heUe'V hRZ I knRZ WhaW: Whe gRVSel fUeeV XV XS WR be RUdinaU\.

RRmanV 10:4 Va\V WhiV:

ChriVW iV Whe cXlminaWion of Whe laZ Vo WhaW Where ma\ be righWeoXVneVV for
eYer\one Zho belieYeV.

SR WhiV SaVVage WalkV abRXW WhRVe ZhR ZRXld WU\ in WheiU RZn effRUW WR be UighWeRXV, RU
jXVWified b\ WheiU effRUWV. IW ZRXld be like an\Wime Ze Va\, I haYe WR dR WhiV RU WhaW in RUdeU
WR be Rka\ ZiWh m\ life. OU WhiV iV Whe Whing WhaW makeV m\ life haYe meaning. M\ life haV
WR lRRk like WhiV RU WhaW. I need WR haYe a cRllege degUee WR SURYe m\Velf. I haYe WR geW
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maUUied RWheUZiVe m\ life Zill be nRW ZhaW I ZanW. IW¶V belieYing WhaW RXU ValYaWiRn RU RXU
ZRUWh cRmeV fURm RXU ZRUkV. And Whe biggeU and beWWeU Whe ZRUk iV Whe mRUe Ze feel
clRVeU WR GRd.

SR Zhen WhRVe deViUeV WR be mRUe Whan RUdinaU\ cUeeS in, WhiV iV VRUW Rf ZhaW Ze aUe
dRing. I¶Ye gRW WR WU\ haUdeU. I haYe WR geW beWWeU. I need WR SURYe m\ UighWeRXVneVV. If
WhaW¶V \RX, heaU me Va\ WhiV fam, Rne Rf Whe biggeVW lieV I ZRXld Va\ WhaW Whe Enem\ geWV
Whe chXUch WR belieYe iV WhaW in RUdeU WR be a ChUiVWian, a WUXe fRllRZeU, iV WhaW \RX haYe WR
be e[WUaYaganW RU e[WUaRUdinaU\. BXW Whe Bible ZRXld Va\ diffeUenWl\. LeW¶V Uead WhaW YeUVe
again. SRme Rf XV need WR leW WhiV VRUW Rf ZaVh RYeU XV. LeW¶V gR ahead anV SXW RRmanV
back XS and Uead iW WRgeWheU [RRmanV 10:4]:

ChriVW iV Whe cXlminaWion of Whe laZ Vo WhaW Where ma\ be righWeoXVneVV for
eYer\one Zho belieYeV.

ChUiVW iV Whe cXlminaWiRn Rf Whe laZ. And becaXVe Rf WhaW he giYeV XV hiV UighWeRXVneVV if
Ze fRllRZ afWeU him. SR nRZ WheUe iV nR mRUe I haYe WR WU\ haUdeU, I haYe WR dR mRUe, WhiV
haV WR be mRUe e[WUaYaganW WR maWWeU, need WR be biggeU, WheUe iV Rnl\ hRZ dR I fRllRZ
ChUiVW cRnViVWenWl\. He haV UemRYed Whe need WR be e[WUaYaganW becaXVe he did Whe
e[WUaYaganW Whing b\ d\ing fRU RXU VinV.

TheUe iV fUeedRm in being RUdinaU\. TheUe iV fUeedRm in Ueading \RXU Bible eYeU\ Vingle
da\ and changing inWR GRd¶V image gUadXall\. TheUe iV fUeedRm in SUa\ing ZiWhRXW
ceaVing and nRW haYing WR e[SecW GRd WR be a genie and caWeU WR \RXU eYeU\ ZiVh. TheUe
iV fUeedRm in gURZing WRgeWheU aV a cRmmXniW\ and leWWing WhRVe fUiendVhiSV gURZ RYeU
\eaUV ZiWh all Whe cRnflicW WhaW cRmeV ZiWh iW. TheUe iV fUeedRm WR be RUdinaU\ aW an
RUdinaU\ jRb, making an RUdinaU\ amRXnW Rf mRne\, and being faiWhfXl WR bXilding ZiWh
\RXU RUdinaU\ cRZRUkeUV ZhR Whe LRUd haV Slaced \RX aURXnd. TheUe iV SXUSRVe in Whe
dail\, Zeekl\, and mRnWhl\ nRUmal Rf \RXU life. HeaU me Va\ WhiV: If Ze aUe eYeU gRing WR
jRin all Rf RXU liYeV WR GRd¶V miVViRn, Ze need WR Ueclaim all Rf Whe RUdinaU\ SaUWV Rf RXU
liYeV aV a SaUW Rf WhaW miVViRn. We Zill haYe WR UejecW Whe nRWiRn WhaW VRmeWhing haV WR be
e[WUaYaganW RU e[WUaRUdinaU\ fRU WhingV WR maWWeU RU be VignificanW. We Zill need WR YieZ
Whe RUdinaU\-neVV Rf RXU liYeV aV JeVXV Vaid Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen ZRXld be like.
BecaXVe Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen dReVn¶W VWaUW RXW aV a WUee RU aV baked bUead. The
KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV like a mXVWaUd Veed and like \eaVW in Vi[W\ SRXndV Rf flRXU. IW¶V
nRUmal, iW¶V Vmall, and hidden, and Y RUdinaU\, bXW man iV iW VignificanW. The miVViRn WhaW
JeVXV kicked Rff iV VRmeWhing \RX geW WR SaUWiciSaWe in eYeU\da\. IW haV alZa\V been
GRd¶V inWenWiRn WR chRRVe nRUmal, eYeU\da\ SeRSle, and WR VhRZ Rff hiV ama]ing SRZeU
and glRU\ WhURXgh Whem. The gRRd neZV iV He¶V nRW lRRking fRU Whe mRVW imSUeVViYe
SeUVRn becaXVe he alUead\ iV WhaW SeUVRn.
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AV Whe SeRSle Rf GRd, WhiV iV RXU aim. SR, Zhen \RX Whink abRXW Whe RUdinaU\ Rf \RXU life,
hRZ dR \RX Whink abRXW iW? IV iW jXVW UegXlaU and URXWine? AUe \RX jXVW gRing WhURXgh Whe
mRWiRnV ZiWhRXW mXch inWenWiRn RU SXUSRVe?

I UemembeU Walking WR a gX\ in m\ LifeGURXS abRXW WhiV YeU\ Whing a liWWle Zhile back.
We¶Ye had VimilaU SaWhV in WhaW he iV a aUWiVW and ZanWV WR dR WhaW aV hiV jRb, bXW if \RX
knRZ an\Whing abRXW cUeaWiYe SeRSle in geneUal, VWaUWing RXW in WhiV ZRUld UeTXiUeV a lRW Rf
SaWience ZiWh being SRRU. SR he haV \RXU claVVic 9-WR-5 jRb, ZRUking aW Whe deliciRXV
Chick Fil A Zhile he ZRUkV WRZaUdV being a fXll-Wime aUWiVW. And fRU him he haV been
ZUeVWling ZiWh ZRUking aW hiV cXUUenW jRb becaXVe he feelV like iW¶V nRW ZheUe he ZanWV WR
be and nRW ZheUe he¶V meanW WR be XlWimaWel\. And I WRld him I ZaV in a VimilaU ViWXaWiRn
ZRUking fRU Chick Fil A (Rddl\ enRXgh) back in Whe da\ and all I cRXld Vee Whe jRb aV, ZaV
a meanV WR me leaYing. IW WUXl\ ZaV a clRck in, clRck RXW ViWXaWiRn. I WhRXghW GRd had
VRmeWhing biggeU and beWWeU fRU me Slanned and Whe VRRneU I gRW RXW and fRXnd Vaid
Whing Whe mRUe I cRXld liYe XS WR WhiV SXUSRVe. And I ZUeVWled ZiWh WhiV fRU a Zhile, and iW
ZaVn¶W XnWil I cleaUl\ heaUd fURm Whe SSiUiW WhaW I ZaV miVVing Whe enWiUe SRinW. ThaW WhiV
9-WR-5 ZaVn¶W a VWeSSing VWRne and neiWheU ZaV iW SRinWleVV RU SXUSRVeleVV, WhaW acWXall\
Whe SeRSle aURXnd me ZeUe hXman beingV ZiWh VWRUieV and VRXlV WhaW maWWeUed WR Whe
FaWheU. ThaW if Rnl\ I cRXld Vee Whe SeRSle aURXnd me aV WhaW, WhaW m\ YieZ Rf WhiV jRb
ZRXld change dUamaWicall\. And Rnce I did, m\ jRb ZaV infXVed ZiWh SXUSRVe. IW became
leVV abRXW me and mRUe abRXW Whe SeRSle aURXnd me and Whem knRZing ZhR JeVXV ZaV
in hRZ I inWeUacWed ZiWh Whem, in hRZ I VSRke abRXW ChUiVW, in hRZ I WUeaWed RXU cXVWRmeUV
ZiWh VimSle cRnViVWenW inWeUacWiRn. ThiV ZaV Whe mRmenW WhaW VWaUWed WR change hRZ I
YieZed ZRUk. NRZ did I Vee imSacW UighW aZa\ RU eYeU, WR be hRneVW nRW Ueall\. I VaZ
glimSVeV, bXW acWXal imSacW I neYeU VaZ, bXW I knRZ fRU a facW I ZaV being Rn miVViRn and
ZaV haYing mXVWaUd Veed leYel imSacW Rn Whe SeRSle aURXnd me. I knRZ WhaW fRU a facW
becaXVe I knRZ GRd had me WheUe fRU a UeaVRn.

HeUe¶V ZheUe I¶m dUiYing WR, if \RX Whink \RXU 9-WR-5 iV SRinWleVV WhiV mRUning, I belieYe Whe
SSiUiW iV VSeaking WhURXgh me WR Va\ WhaW RUdinaU\ iV nRW inVignificanW fam. NRW Zhen iW¶V
infXVed ZiWh kingdRm SXUSRVe. FRU WhRVe WhaW aUe nRW dRing ZhaW Whe\ ZanW WR be dRing, I
need \RX WR Vee WhaW \RXU RUdinaU\ iV nRW inVignificanW. SRme Rf XV need WR SUa\ fRU e\eV
WR Vee ZhaW kingdRm SRWenWial iV aURXnd \RX. PUa\ fRU \RXU heaUW WR be VRfWened WR WhiV
UealiW\. BecaXVe Whe KingdRm Rf HeaYen iV heUe fam.

In m\ e[SeUience, Whe YaVW majRUiW\ Rf XV ZaVWe RXU RUdinaU\« Ze giYe nR WhRXghW WR Whe
UealiW\ WhaW GRd ma\ ZanW WR be dRing VRmeWhing VignificanW WhURXgh RXU liYeV« WhaW RXU
jRbV aUen¶W jXVW RXU jRbV« RXU neighbRUhRRdV aUen¶W jXVW RXU neighbRUhRRdV« Whe SeRSle
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Ze knRZ« Whe SlaceV Ze gR«RXU hRbbieV, RXU habiWV, RXU eYeU\Whing aUe all Rf iW aUe a
SaUW Rf GRd¶V gUand Slan WR VaYe Whe ZRUld.

SR leW me jXVW hiW bUiefl\ Rn VRme SUacWical Za\V WR WaS inWR Veeing life in WhiV Za\. HRZ dR
Ze nRW giYe inWR Whe lie WhaW RUdinaU\ iV inVignificanW? I haYe WZR SUacWical WiSV WhaW acWXall\
aUe VimilaU; fiUVW:

KeeS A JRXUnal Rf ³WinV´

I Whink being able WR keeS a Sh\Vical RU digiWal jRXUnal Rf \RXU SUa\eUV, nRWeV fURm
VeUmRnV and \RXU Bible Wime, and an\ SUaiVeV RU ZinV \RX¶Ye Veen can be VXSeU helSfXl
WR helS \RX Vee hRZ mXch imSacW \RXU RUdinaU\ iV acWXall\ haYing. BecaXVe jXVW like a
mXVWaUd Veed, life haSSenV RYeU Wime and \RX ZRn¶W neceVVaUil\ Vee imSacW immediaWel\
and if WhaW¶V Whe caVe, in RUdeU WR nRW geW diVcRXUaged, being able WR keeS WUack Rf WheVe
WhingV and lRRk back can be VXSeU encRXUaging.

SR I knRZ man\ Rf \RX gX\V keeS a jRXUnal Rf SUa\eUV and VWXff, Zhich I Whink iW VR gUeaW,
bXW I ZRXld alVR Va\ WhaW being able WR WUack hRZ Whe LRUd iV accRmSliVhing Whem iV jXVW
aV eTXall\ gUeaW becaXVe iW allRZV \RX WR UemembeU WR SUaiVe hiV name afWeU each. ThiV
iV VRUW Rf ZhaW I mean b\ ZinV. I can¶W Well \RX hRZ man\ WimeV WhiV haV encRXUaged me
WR Vee hRZ Whe LRUd haV ZRUked in Whe Vmall and RUdinaU\.

Think Rf iW aV \RXU SeUVRnal SRW ZiWh mXlWiSle mXVWaUd VeedV WhaW aUe gURZing and \RX¶Ue
lRgging Whe gURZWh.

The VecRnd SRinW iV:

NRWice & CelebUaWe Whe WinV Each OWheU¶V ³WinV´

I dRn¶W knRZ abRXW \RX bXW RfWen WimeV I can¶W Vee hRZ Whe LRUd iV ZRUking in m\ life. OU I
Wend WR cUiWiTXe m\Velf Za\ mRUe and Za\ mRUe RfWen Whan I VhRXld. I Whink SaUW Rf WhaW iV
WhiV deViUe fRU mRUe and beWWeU and SaUW Rf iW iV becaXVe I ZanW WR be mRUe and beWWeU. I
Wend WR dRZnSla\ hRZ Whe LRUd iV ZRUking b\ Rnl\ Veeing Whe miVVWeSV RU miVWakeV I¶Ye
made. NRW VXUe if an\Rne in Whe URRm can aWWeVW WR WhaW aW all. SR being able WR allRZ
RWheUV WR VSeak inWR \RXU life and Yice YeUVa, VhRZing \RX ZheUe Whe LRUd iV ZRUking iV
hXge.

I Whink WhiV can lRRk like a nXmbeU Rf WhingV, if \RX keeS a jRXUnal and all Rf WhaW, being
able WR WUack SUaiVe ZRUWh\ mRmenWV and When We[Wing RU calling \RXU fUiend RU famil\
membeU and Welling Whem hRZ Whe LRUd iV ZRUking in Whem RU WhURXgh Whem can be VXch
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an encRXUaging Whing fRU Whem and fRU \RX. And I Whink Whe UeYeUVe iV WUXe. OfWenWimeV I
Zill Va\ RU dR WhingV WhaW I fRUgeW and iW¶V nRW Wil VRmeRne bUingV iW back XS WhaW I¶m
Ueminded Rf iW. And Zhen Whe\ Va\ Whe LRUd haV ZRUked iW¶V VR encRXUaging WR and an
RSSRUWXniW\ WR SUaiVe Whe SSiUiW fRU ZRUking.

NRZ I¶m nRW VXUe abRXW \RX bXW I alVR Wend WR diVmiVV ZinV, I¶m like Rh iW¶V nRWhing, I
mean I gXeVV I¶Ye gURZn a liWWle RU VRmeWhing. I dRZngUade iW becaXVe I Whink iW¶V aUURganW
WR celebUaWe ZinV, bXW heaU me Va\, iW¶V nRW aUURganW WR Va\ ZheUe GRd iV ZRUking. IW¶V nRW
aUURganW WR acceSW ZheUe GRd iV ZRUking. SR if \RX aUe Whe W\Se Rf SeUVRn ZhR diVmiVVeV
ZinV, allRZ SeRSle WR encRXUage \RX. TheUe haYe been WimeV ZheUe m\ Zife Melanie and
I Zill dR WhiV, he\ jXVW leW me encRXUage \RX. DRn'W¶ diVmiVV WhiV. The LRUd iV ZRUking.
GURZWh RfWenWimeV iVn¶W flaVh\ bXW iW can be VlRZ and VRmeWimeV Whe VlRZneVV Rf iW iV
diVcRXUaging VR allRZ RWheUV WR VSeak encRXUagemenW WR \RX and dR Whe Vame fRU Whem.

SR fRU \RX, ZhaW RUdinaU\ SUacWiceV dR \RX need WR VWeS inWR? OUdinaU\ Wime in Whe Bible,
RUdinaU\ meanV WR geW WR knRZ \RXU neighbRUV, ma\be UeSenWance iV a SaUW - becaXVe
GRd SURmiVeV he XVeV WhaW VWXff. IV iW Ueading Whe Bible ZiWh \RXU kidV... RUdinaU\
cRnfeVViRn... iV iW jXVW \RX need WR WXUn Rff Whe TV and eaW dinneU WRgeWheU... dR \RX need
WR blRck Rff Wime WR be ZiWh \RXU LG Rn a mRUe cRnViVWenW baViV. TR be able WR Uemind
Whem Rf GRd'V SURmiVeV. BecaXVe GRd XVeV iW WR VSUead hiV KingdRm. DR \RX need WR
keeS a jRXUnal WR keeS WUack, ZheWheU digiWal RU Sh\Vical. DR \RX need WR VSeak inWR
RWheUV' liYeV mRUe Whan \RX¶Ue dRing cXUUenWl\? OU allRZ RWheUV WR VSeak inWR \RXU life?

LeW¶V SUa\ WR Whe SSiUiW fRU claUiW\ in WhiV and aVk him WR VhRZ XV ZheUe Ze aUe Rff RU
ZheUe Ze can giYe him SUaiVe fRU being RUdinaU\ in VRme aUeaV.
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