
WhaW ShRXOd be DRQe AbRXW EYiO
Good morning, eYer\bod\. If \oX haYe \oXr bibleV, go ahead ZiWh me Wo MaWWheZ 13. If
\oX¶re neZer Wo oXr chXrch, ZhaW Ze like Wo do dXring WhiV Wime WogeWher iV open Xp Whe
ScripWXreV, read a liWWle from Whem, When Walk for a biW aboXW ZhaW iW all meanV, and ZhaW
VorW of difference iW makeV in hoZ Ze go aboXW life. And aV Ze do WhaW, Ze belieYe WhaW
eYen if Where are WhingV in WhiV book WhaW are difficXlW Wo XnderVWand or difficXlW Wo hear,
Where iV immenVe help and hope Wo be foXnd in iW. ThaW¶V Zh\ Ze Vpend oXW Wime VWXd\ing
iW WogeWher here on SXnda\V and WhroXghoXW Whe Zeek.

And laWel\, Ze¶Ye been Zorking oXr Za\ WhroXgh Matthew, a book in Whe bible all aboXW
Whe life and miniVWr\ of JeVXV. LaVW Zeek, Ze kicked off chapWer 13 of MaWWheZ. And
chapWer 13 iV made Xp almoVW enWirel\ of parables–WheVe VhorW VWorieV JeVXV WellV Wo
illXVWraWe differenW aVpecWV of hiV miVVion and hiV meVVage. Toda\ Ze¶re acWXall\ going Wo
coYer two parableV: Whe parable of Whe wheat and the weeds, and Whe parable of Whe net.
And Whe reaVon Ze¶re coYering Whem WogeWher iV becaXVe Whe\¶re Yer\ Vimilar Wo each
oWher. Some commenWaWorV on Whe book of MaWWheZ acWXall\ go Vo far aV Wo Va\ WhaW Whe\
are e[acWl\ Whe same parable, jXVW Wold WZo differenW Za\V. And Zhile I do Whink Where are
Vome differenceV beWZeen Whem, Whe\ cerWainl\ hiW on Yer\ Vimilar WhemeV±Vo Ze¶ll be
looking aW Whem WogeWher. And aV a fair Zarning, Whe\¶re boWh preWW\ intense.

So firVW, leW¶V read Whe parable of Whe net. ThaW one¶V in MaWWheZ 13, VWarWing in Y. 47. Look
ZiWh me Where:

[47] ³Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let doZn into the
lake and caught all kinds of fish. [48] When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up
on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but
threw the bad aZa\. [49] This is hoZ it Zill be at the end of the age. The angels
will come and separate the Zicked from the righteous [50] and throw them into
the bla]ing furnace, where there will be Zeeping and gnashing of teeth.

If \oX¶re neZ, welcome Wo CiW\ ChXrch. We¶re jXVW here Wo encoXrage \oX and celebraWe
\oX...and occaVionall\ Walk aboXW bla]ing fXrnaceV Zhere Where iV Zeeping and gnaVhing
of WeeWh. Some of \oX broXghW a friend for Whe firVW Wime Woda\ and \oX¶re like ³reall\? I
broXghW Whem on hell SXnda\?´ YeV \oX did. BXW all WhingV conVidered, WhaW¶V an inWenVe
ending Wo a parable, righW? JeVXV WellV a VWor\ aboXW hoZ a neW iV leW doZn inWo Whe lake
and caWcheV all kindV of fiVh. Some of Whem are good for Velling and for eaWing, and Vome
of Whem aren¶t. BXW Whe\¶re all in Whe neW. So Whe fiVhermen haYe Wo When ViW doZn ZiWh all
Whe fiVh, and VeparaWe Whe oneV WhaW are good and XVefXl, from Whe oneV WhaW aren¶t. ThiV
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iV e[acWl\ hoZ a loW of fiVhing Zorked back in Whe da\±iW ZoXld¶Ye been a Yer\ familiar
e[perience Wo man\ liVWening Wo JeVXV Well Whe VWor\.

And JeVXV uses WhaW VWor\ Wo Va\ ³WhaW¶V hoZ iW Zill be aW Whe end of all WhingV, on Whe da\
of jXdgmenW.´ The angelV (angelV Zere XVXall\ enYiVioned aV God¶V helpers) Zill one da\
VeparaWe Zicked people from righWeoXV people. And Whe wicked Zill be WhroZn inWo ³Whe
bla]ing fXrnace, Zhere Where Zill be Zeeping and gnaVhing of WeeWh.´ Simple enoXgh.
NoZ, in this parable, Ze don¶t geW mXch deWail aboXW ZhaW happenV Wo Whe other half±Whe
righteous. BXW in oXr next parable, Ze will. So leW¶V Wake a look aW it. JXmp Xp ZiWh me Wo Y.
24 of chapWer 13:

[24] Jesus told them another parable: ³The kingdom of heaven is like a man (a
farmer) who sowed good seed in his field. [25] But while everyone was sleeping,
his enem\ came and sowed Zeeds among the Zheat, and went away. For
reference, Whe Vpecific ZeedV WhaW JeVXV menWionV here Zere almoVW identical in
Wheir appearance Wo wheat. Ver\ difficXlW Wo Well aparW. Then Y. 26... [26] When the
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the Zeeds also appeared. [27] ³The
owner¶s serYants came to him and said, µSir, didn¶t you sow good seed in your
field? Where then did the Zeeds come from?¶ [28] ³µAn enem\ did this,¶ he
replied. ³The servants asked him, µOka\, When...do you want us to go and pull
them (Whe ZeedV) up?¶ [29] ³µNo,¶ he answered, µbecause while you are pulling
the Zeeds, you may uproot the Zheat Zith them. So« [30] Let both grow
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the Zheat and bring it
into my barn.¶´

So already, baVed on oXr XnderVWanding of Whe first parable aboXW Whe fiVh, Ze mighW be
able Wo Vee Zhere this parable iV going. BXW Ze don¶W haYe Wo guess aW iW, becaXVe JeVXV
jXVW a feZ YerVeV laWer iV going Wo e[plain this parable to XV in deWail. There¶V a brief
inWerlXde ZiWh WZo oWher parableV WhaW Ze¶ll look aW ne[W Zeek, and When Ze find Whe
explanation for Whe parable Ze jXVW read. Look ZiWh me, VWarWing in Y. 36:

[36] Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and
said, ³E[plain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.´ [37] He answered, ³The
one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man (WhaW¶V JeVXV¶ name for himself.
So Whe farmer iV JeVXV). [38] The field is the Zorld, and the good seed stands for
the people of the kingdom. The Zeeds are the people of the eYil one, [39] and
the enem\ Zho soZs them is the deYil. The harYest is the end of the age, and
the harYesters are angels.
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I almoVW feel like I need Wo draZ like a decoding charW on a ZhiWe board, bXW did
eYer\bod\ folloZ moVW of WhaW? BaVicall\, Whe ZheaW are Whe people of Whe kingdom–God¶V
people. And Whe weeds are Whe ³people of Whe eYil one´±WhoVe Zho VWand oppoVed Wo
God¶V pXrpoVeV and kingdom in Whe Zorld. Then, Y. 40:

[40] ³As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it Zill be at the end
of the age. [41] The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will Zeed out
of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all Zho do eYil. [42] They will
throw them into the bla]ing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. ThaW YerVe, Y. 42, iV almoVW Zord-for-Zord Whe Vame aV hoZ Whe last parable
ended. Did \oX caWch WhaW? Nearl\ identical. BXW aV I menWioned earlier, in this
parable, Ze geW addiWional deWail aboXW Whe final deVWinaWion of Whe righteous–noW
jXVW WhaW of Whe Zicked: [43] Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Oka\. So in fronW of XV WhiV morning, Ze haYe WZo parableV. We haYe Whe good fiVh and
Whe bad fiVh, and When Whe ZheaW and ZeedV. And WheVe are parableV WhaW are meanW Wo
Well XV, on Vome leYel, aboXW Whe XlWimaWe deVWinaWionV of boWh Whe ³righWeoXV´ and Whe
³Zicked.´ In WermV Ze¶re familiar ZiWh, Ze could Va\ WhaW WheVe parableV are aboXW heaYen
and hell. BXW aV Voon aV I Va\ WhaW, I alVo reali]e WhaW meanV Ze¶Ye goW Vome Zork Wo do.
BecaXVe XnforWXnaWel\ for man\ people, oXr XnderVWandingV of heaYen and hell haYe
been informed Za\ more b\ ancienW m\Wholog\, moYieV, and Li¶l NaV mXVic YideoV Whan
Whe\ haYe been formed b\ Whe bible, eYen Zhen Ze don¶W realize WhaW haV happened. So
WhiV fall, Ze¶re going Wo do a VerieV Zhere Ze help re-e[amine Vome of Whe popXlar
Whinking oXW Where on heaven. BXW Woda\, Ze¶re going Wo Walk aboXW hell, becaXVe WhaW¶V a
liWWle more of Whe focXV in WheVe WZo parableV. And, \oX knoZ, becaXVe WhaW one¶V Vo
mXch easier Wo Walk aboXW.

SR ZhaW I ZaQW WR WU\ WR dR this morning iV heOS UeaOigQ hRZ Ze WhiQN abRXW heOO
ZiWh ZhaW Whe ScUiSWXUeV acWXaOO\ Weach abRXW iW. And aV Ze do WhaW, I ZanW Wo Wr\ and
VhoZ \oX 1) WhaW heOO acWXaOO\ aQVZeUV RQe Rf Whe PRVW SUeVViQg, SeUSOe[iQg
TXeVWiRQV hXPaQ beiQgV haYe abRXW Whe ZRUOd Ze OiYe iQ, and 2) WhaW WheUe iV
acWXaOO\ iPPeQVe hope WR be fRXQd iQ ZhaW Whe bibOe teaches abRXW hell. ThoVe
VoXnd audacious enoXgh goalV for \oX? Oka\. LeW¶V VWarW ZiWh #1: WhaW hell acWXall\
anVZerV one of Whe moVW preVVing qXeVWionV \oX and I haYe aboXW Whe Zorld Ze liYe in. I
ZanW Wo look back aW WhaW firVW question aVked b\ Whe VerYanWV in Whe parable of Whe ZeedV.
Take a look aW Y. 27:
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So Zhen Whe VerYanWV Vee Whe weeds in Whe field, along ZiWh Whe ZheaW, iW Va\V«
[27] ³The owner¶s serYants came to him and said, µSir, didn¶t you sow good seed
in your field? Where then did the Zeeds come from?¶

NoZ, \oX probabl\ don¶W reali]e iW \eW, bXW \RX haYe OiNeO\ aVNed WhaW TXeVWiRQ befRUe.
Nearl\ all of XV haYe. ObYioXVl\ noW in WhoVe e[acW words–bXW \oX¶Ye likel\ aVked iW jXVW
Whe Vame. Remember: JeVXV Wold XV WhaW Whe weeds repreVenW Whe ³people of Whe eYil
one.´ In oWher ZordV, Whe ZeedV are eYil people doing eYil things in Whe Zorld. SR ZhaW
WheVe VeUYaQWV aUe aVNiQg, eVVeQWiaOO\, iV Zh\ GRd aOORZV eYiO iQ hiV gRRd ZRUOd.
Or, Wo pXW iW more like we XVXall\ aVk iW, iW¶d be VomeWhing like: if God iV all good and all
powerful, Zh\ doeV evil exist? Wh\ iV Where evil in a Zorld WhaW God meanW Wo be good? If
God planWV wheat, Zh\ are Where VWill weeds? Do \oX Vee ZhaW Whe\¶re aVking?

ThiV iV Whe qXeVWion you and I ask eYer\ Wime a WerroriVW bloZV Xp a bXilding, or ZalkV inWo
a Vchool or a chXrch and VWarWV VhooWing. We aVk iW Zhen genocide iV commiWWed againVW
enWire people groXpV in oXr Zorld. We aVk iW Zhen billionaireV VWack Wheir mone\ higher
Zhile people righW doZn Whe VWreeW from Whem die from VWarYaWion. We aVk iW an\Wime
pedophileV are bXVWed ZiWh hard driYeV fXll of child pornograph\. We aVk iW an\Wime a
commXniW\ leader or a paVWor iV caXghW embe]]ling or haraVVing or abXVing. And Whe liVW
goeV on. The qXeVWion WhaW nearl\ eYer\ Vingle one of XV haV bXrning in Whe back of oXr
mindV Zhen WhingV like WhaW happen iV WhiV Vame qXeVWion: if GRd SOaQWV good Veed,
ZheUe did aOO Rf WheVe Zeeds come from? Wh\ doeV eYil exist? Where did evil come
from?

Well, Whe man in Whe parable, Zho Ze¶re Wold repreVenWV JeVXV, giYeV XV an anVZer. Look
aW Y. 28:

[28] ³µAn enem\ did this,¶ he replied.

HiV anVZer Wo Zh\ Where iV VWill eYil preVenW in God¶V good Zorld iV Vimple: there is an
enem\ aW ZRUN. NoZ ma\be Wo Vome of XV WhaW VeemV abXndanWl\ obYioXV. BXW noWice
ZhaW he doesn¶t Va\. He doeVn¶W Va\ ³don¶W Zorr\ gX\V±God iV in conWrol of Whe field.´ He
doeVn¶W Va\ ³oh \oX knoZ ZhaW? Whe eYil iV reall\ jXVW good in diVgXiVe.´ He doeVn¶W Va\
³don¶W Zorr\±God iV going Wo use Whe ZeedV for incredible WhingV in \oXr life.´ All of WhaW
Yer\ Zell ma\ be true, and Where ma\ be a Wime and a place for saying WhingV like WhaW.
BXW WhaW¶V noW Whe anVZer giYen here. The aQVZeU giYeQ here fRU Zh\ WheUe iV VWiOO eYiO
iQ GRd¶V gRRd ZRUOd±aQd VSecificaOO\ Zh\ WheUe aUe eYiO people±iV ViPSO\ that
there is an enem\ at Zork. There iV an enem\ Zho iV oppoVed Wo God¶V pXrpoVeV in
Whe Zorld and ZanWV Wo do an\Whing he can Wo reViVW iW, corrXpW iW, and preYenW iW. He iV Whe
UeaVRQ fRU Whe ZeedV. He iV Whe UeaVRQ fRU eYiO¶V SUeVeQce iQ GRd¶V gRRd ZRUOd.
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So When Whe follow-up qXeVWion we mighW haYe iV ³oka\...Zell Zh\ iVn¶W God doing
VomeWhing about WhaW, When?´ Like, if God careV aboXW ZhaW iV good and WrXe and
righWeoXV in Whe Zorld±Zh\ iV he jXVW letting eYil coexist ZiWh good? Wh\ leW Whe ZeedV
grow alongside Whe ZheaW, inVWead of immediaWel\ pXlling Whem up? ThaW¶V ZhaW prompWV
Whe VerYanWV in Whe VWor\ Wo aVk Wheir next qXeVWion, Vecond half of Y. 28:

³The servants asked him, µOka\, When...do you want us to go and pull them up?¶

Or pXW differently, ³God if \oX¶re noW going Wo do VomeWhing aboXW eYil, we Zill.´ We Zill go
Wake oXW Whe eYil people on oXr oZn. And WhroXghoXW hiVWor\, people haYe WhoXghW iW ZaV
Wheir job Wo do preciVel\ WhaW, haYen¶W Whe\? ³LeW¶V roXnd Xp Whe eYil people and Vhip Whem
off. LeW¶V roXnd Xp Whe eYil people and destroy Whem. LeW¶V roXnd Xp Whe eYil people and
WorWXre Whem or kill Whem±or bare minimXm, permanenWl\ VhXn Whem.´ ThiV iV Zhere a loW
of wars comeV from. ThiV iV Zhere genocide comeV from. ThiV iV Zhere persecution
comeV from. Where XnjXVW laws and systems come from. ThiV iV eYen Zhere a loW of
cancel culture comeV from. The\ come from XV belieYing iW iV our job Wo roXnd Xp and
e[WingXiVh people we consider evil on God¶V behalf. IW¶V XV belieYing WhaW we±in oXr
limiWed XnderVWanding and diVcernmenW±are Whe best oneV Wo be jXdge, jXr\, and
e[ecXWioner oYer oWher people.

BXW notice: ZhaW¶V Whe farmer¶s reVponVe Wo WhaW qXeVWion in Whe parable? DoeV he Va\
³\eah, go for iW gX\V±go Zipe µem all oXW for me, WhaW¶d be greaW. AppreciaWe iW.´? Nope.
NoW aW all. He Va\V, Y. 29:

[29] ³µNo,¶ he answered, µbecause while you are pulling the Zeeds, \ou may
uproot the Zheat Zith them.

In oWher ZordV, VRPeWiPeV Ze¶re QRW Whe beVW judges ZheQ iW cRPeV WR Whe VWaWe aQd
PRWiYeV Rf RWheU SeRSOe¶V heaUWV. OQe, becaXVe Ze dRQ¶W haYe Whe diUecW ZindoZ
iQWR WheiU heaUWV WhaW GRd dReV. TZR, becaXVe Ze aUe bOiQded aQd biaVed b\ Whe
VWaWe Rf our oZn heaUWV. Which meanV if I gR abRXW aVVigQiQg Whe OabeO ³eYiO´ WR
aQ\RQe I think iV eYiO±aQd deaOiQg ZiWh WheP haUVhO\ accRUdiQg WR WhaW OabeO±I¶P
RfWeQ gRQQa geW iW ZURQg. I loYe Whe Za\ RXVVian noYeliVW AlekVandr Sol]heniWV\n pXWV
iW. If \oX¶Ye been aroXnd oXr chXrch long, \oX¶Ye ma\ haYe heard WhiV qXoWe before. He
Va\V:

If only there were evil people somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, and it
were necessary only to separate them from the rest of us and destroy them. But
the line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of eYer\ human being.

5



And this righW here iV ofWen Whe piece of WhiV conYerVaWion Ze¶d prefer Wo leaYe oXW. For an
aZfXl loW of XV, I Whink Whe qXeVWion ³ZhaW VhoXld be done aboXW eYil?´ iV alZa\V XV
referring Wo eYil ³oXW Where,´ righW? Terrorists. Murderers. Abusers. Racists. Corrupt
politicians. AOPRVW aOZa\V, ZheQ Ze ZRQdeU ZhaW GRd iV dRiQg abRXW eYil, Ze¶Ue
UefeUUiQg WR aQ\RQe aQd eYeU\WhiQg e[ceSW ourselYes. BXW here¶V Whe cold, hard WrXWh:
eYeU\ ViQgOe RQe Rf XV haV SaUWiciSaWed iQ eYiO. WiWhoXW e[cepWion.

SXre, Ze ma\ noW be sex traffickers, bXW moVW of XV haYe been driYen b\ lust±Zhich aV iW
WXrnV oXW, iV Whe Yer\ engine WhaW fXelV Ve[ Wrafficking acroVV Whe globe. SXre, Ze ma\ noW
be Whe billionaireV VWacking oXr mone\ Zhile people go hXngr\. BXW Ze absolutely haYe
pXrchaVed an abXndance of WhingV Ze don¶W need Zhile oWherV Ze knoZ don¶t haYe ZhaW
Whe\ need. We ma\ noW be murderers. BXW Ze¶Ye harbored reVenWmenW and haWred and
XnforgiYeneVV in oXr hearWV WoZardV people. We¶Ye diYided and ended friendVhipV
becaXVe Ze can¶W bring oXrVelYeV Wo apologi]e or forgiYe. And ZhaW mindVeW do \oX Whink
eYenWXall\ driYeV people Wo mXrder? Don¶W \oX Whink iW¶V reVenWmenW and haWred in Wheir
hearWV? Don¶W \oX Whink iW¶V Whe inabiliW\ Wo acknoZledge Zrong and forgiYe?

EYer\ Vingle one of XV haV parWicipaWed in eYil, ZiWhoXW e[cepWion. And b\ doing WhaW, Ze
haYe XnleaVhed eYil inWo oXr Zorld. We haYe caXVed harm Wo oXrVelYeV, Ze¶Ye caXVed
harm Wo oWher people, and Ze haYe broken God¶V good deVign for hiV Zorld. And Zhen
Ze reali]e that, Ze can no longer preWend WhaW Whe conYerVaWion aboXW eYil iV a theoretical
one. IW¶V noW hypothetical–iW¶V personal. WheQ Ze aVN Whe TXeVWiRQ ³ZhaW iV GRd dRiQg
abRXW eYiO,´ Ze¶Ue UeaOO\ aVNiQg ZhaW he¶V gRiQg WR dR abRXW us, aQd RWheUV like XV.

So Ze¶re back oXr original qXeVWion, bXW noZ ZiWh qXiWe a biW more perVonal investment in
it: Zhat is God going to do about eYil? The ScripWXreV ZoXld Weach WhaW he iV doing WZo
main WhingV. One iV WhaW he iV on a miVVion Wo rooW oXW eYil from eYer\ hXman hearW WhaW
Zill alloZ him Wo do iW. ThURXgh JeVXV, GRd PaNeV a Za\ fRU Whe eYiO iQ each Rf RXU
heaUWV WR be confronted, aQd WheQ e[tracted. He makeV a Za\ for XV Wo be
³transferred,´ in Whe ZordV of ColoVVianV, from ³Whe kingdom of darkneVV, inWo Whe
kingdom of Whe Son he loYeV.´1 God dealV ZiWh eYil in Whe hXman hearW b\ WriXmphing
over it WhroXgh Whe deaWh and reVXrrecWion of hiV Von JeVXV. And Vo for eYer\ perVon WhaW
ZoXld accepW and receiYe WhaW realiW\, Whe\ can be transferred oXW of eYil¶V conWrol and inWo
JeVXV¶ kingdom. The fiUVW WhiQg GRd iV dRiQg abRXW eYiO iV WhaW he iV e[tracting iW
fURP eYeU\ hXPaQ heaUW WhaW ZiOO OeW hiP.

1 ColoVVianV 1:13
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BXW Whe second Whing God doeV aboXW eYil iV preciVel\ ZhaW WheVe WZo parableV allXde Wo:
WhaW RQe da\, he ZiOO aOVR e[WUacW eYiO fURP hiV Zorld entirel\. There Zill come a da\
Zhere God Zill eVWabliVh hiV kingdom, in iWV fXllneVV. And in WhaW kingdom, Where Zill be
no eYil. There Zill be no pain. There Zill be no VXffering or deaWh or abXVe or Yiolence.
Which neceVVaril\ meanV WhaW an\ source of WhoVe WhingV mXVW be remoYed. So on WhaW
da\, God Zill VeparaWe Whe eYil from Whe good, Whe Zicked from Whe righWeoXV,
permanently. He Zill go and XprooW Whe weeds, VeparaWe Whem from Whe wheat. He Zill
VeparaWe Whe bad fiVh from Whe good. From Whe langXage of Whe parable, he ³will Zeed
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all Zho do eYil.´ Which meanV
eYer\one Zho haV noW alloZed God Wo XprooW eYil from Wheir heart, Zill themselves be
uprooted from God¶V good Zorld. And Whe\ Zill e[perience permanenW separation from
Whe God Whe\ rejecWed.

YoX Vee, VomeWimeV I Whink Ze Vee hell aV Vome VorW of diVconnecWed punishment. (We
belieYe) If \oX don¶W belieYe Whe righW WhingV or if \oX do more bad Whan good, Zhen \oX
die, God VendV \oX on a one-Za\ Wrip Wo a fier\ locaWion ZiWh HiWler, HXVVein and Whe
SoXWhpark characWerV. BXW WhaW¶V noW reall\ hoZ hell iV preVenWed Wo XV in Whe ScripWXreV.
IQ Whe ScUiSWXUeV, heOO iV OeVV Rf a diVcRQQecWed punishment, aQd PRUe Rf a ORgicaO
conclusion. The ScripWXreV Weach WhaW God made hiV Zorld good. HiV inWenWion ZaV WhaW
people ZoXld Zalk ZiWh him, Xnder hiV good rXle and reign, foreYer.  And eYenWXall\, he
Zill recreate oXr Zorld Wo be preciVel\ WhaW, perfectly and forever. Which meanV if \RX
haYe decided WR OiYe \RXU eQWiUe Oife apart fURP Whe gRRd aQd gUaciRXV UXOe aQd
UeigQ Rf JeVXV, GRd eYeQWXaOO\ giYeV \RX SUeciVeO\ ZhaW \RX Zant: a life apart from
him.

And WhaW Zill also mean a life apart from any of hiV grace or compassion. TheologianV
ofWen Walk aboXW Whe idea of God¶V ³common grace.´ And ZhaW Whe\ mean b\ WhaW iV WhaW
all of XV, cXrrenWl\, e[perience cerWain benefits of God¶V grace, ZheWher or noW Ze folloZ
JeVXV. ThingV like Whe goodneVV and beaXW\ of God¶V creaWion. The VXn coming Xp in Whe
morning. The rain WhaW coolV and reneZV and repleniVheV Whe earWh. Relationships ZiWh
people Zho loYe XV and care for XV and make XV Vmile and laXgh. There are Vo man\
aVpecWV of life WhaW God jXVW gracioXVl\ proYideV becaXVe he iV loYing, and generoXV, and
compaVVionaWe. AV JeVXV Va\V in Whe Vermon on Whe moXnW, ³God caXVeV Whe VXn Wo riVe
on Whe eYil and Whe good.´

And God¶V common grace can alVo be seen in hoZ he limiWV Whe impact of eYil on oXr
Zorld. In Whe VocieW\ Ze liYe in, Where are consequences for a loW of eYil. There are laZV
WhaW prohibiW cerWain behaYiorV, and WhaW enforce conVeqXenceV for Whem. There iV a
jXVWice V\VWem. There are eYen social conVeqXenceV: if \oX do VomeWhing \oXr
commXniW\ VeeV aV XnaccepWable, \oX are ofWen confronWed or oVWraci]ed for iW. I¶m noW
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Va\ing an\ of WhoVe V\VWemV are perfecW±far from iW±bXW I am Va\ing WhaW God in hiV
common grace VWill ofWen XVeV V\VWemV and VWrXcWXreV and hXmaniW\ Wo keep eYil from
rXnning rampant in hiV Zorld. ThaW¶V parW of hiV common grace WoZardV creaWion.

BXW \oX Vee, hell iV Whe abVence of all WhaW common grace. Hell iV Zhere eYil iV alloZed Wo
rXn rampanW, Xnchecked and XnregXlaWed, permanenWl\. Where Where iV noWhing Wo limiW
people¶V lXVW. NoWhing Wo limiW people¶V greed. People¶V anger. People¶V injXVWice. People¶V
abXVe. All of iW iV alloZed Wo haYe iWV Za\ on people ZiWh no reVWrainW. And hell iV Zhere all
of God¶V common grace gifts are Waken aZa\. And Whe ScUiSWXUeV Weach WhaW ZheQ \RX
decide WR OiYe \RXU Oife UebeOOiQg agaiQVW GRd¶V UXOe aQd GRd¶V UeigQ, eYeQWXaOO\ \RX
ZiOO e[SeUieQce Oife RXWVide Rf hiV common grace aV ZeOO. EYer\ good Whing WhaW God
haV generoXVl\ alloZed \oX Wo enjo\, deVpiWe \oXr oppoViWion Wo him, Zill eYenWXall\ be
Waken aZa\. And WhaW, PRVW significantl\, iV ZhaW heOO iV. IW iV a SeUPaQeQW
VeSaUaWiRQ fURP God aQd aOO WhaW he SURYideV. HeOO iV ZheQ GRd Va\V ³if ZhaW \RX
Zant iV WR OiYe \RXU Oife aSaUW fURP me, RNa\±I ZiOO OeW \RX dR iW. If \oX ZanW Wo reViVW
m\ grace and compaVVion, I Zill leW \oX do iW. BXW I Zill alVo noW VXbjecW m\ neZ creaWion
Wo Whe eYil WhaW comeV from \oXr hearW.´

YoX knoZ iW¶V interesting Wo me WhaW Ze haYe VXch a problem ZiWh WhiV idea of God¶V
jXdgmenW. BecaXVe more ofWen Whan noW, Whe people Ze read aboXW in Whe ScripWXreV, and
Vpecificall\, Whe Old TeVWamenW, didn¶W haYe mXch of a problem ZiWh iW. YoX knoZ why I
Whink WhaW ZaV? BecaXVe Whe\ Zere dail\ confronWed ZiWh real, Xndeniable eYil. When \oX
encoXnWer real, Xndeniable eYil on a regXlar baViV, Whe belief WhaW God Zill noW pXW Xp ZiWh
WhaW foreYer, bXW Zill do VomeWhing aboXW iW, iV a beaXWifXl Whing.

In facW, I ZoXld VXVpecW WhaW if \oX jXVW did a ZorldZide VXrYe\ on people¶V feelingV aboXW
hell and jXdgmenW today, \oX mighW find a pattern. I beW \oX¶d find WhaW in placeV Zhere
safety and security and comfort are people¶V primar\ e[perience (i.e. for moVW of XV)...Ze
haYe more of an inWellecWXal problem ZiWh hell and jXdgmenW. And When I beW \oX¶d find
WhaW in placeV Zhere death and terrorism and persecution are regXlar e[perienceV for
moVW people, WhoVe people haYe mXch less of a problem ZiWh Whe realiW\ of jXdgmenW.
WheQ \RX Vee UeaO, XQdeQiabOe eYiO RQ a UegXOaU baViV, jXdgPeQW aQd jXVWice
cRPeV aV good QeZV. BecaXVe iW PeaQV eYiO ZiOO QRW WUiXPSh fRUeYeU. IW PeaQV WhaW
jXVWice ZiOO WUiXPSh iQ Whe eQd. AQd WhaW¶V QRW separate fURP Whe gRRd QeZV Rf
JeVXV±iW¶V SaUW of iW.

BXW \oX mighW VWill be aVking, ³oka\±bXW Zh\ noW now?´ Like, Zh\ iV God delaying Whe da\
Zhen jXVWice Zill be done? CoXldn¶W he jXVW make iW all happen now? Wh\ be Vo slow
aboXW iW? And \oX¶re noW Whe only one Wo aVk WhaW qXeVWion. Man\ of Whe people in Whe
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earl\ ChXrch Zere Zondering Whe Vame Whing. Here¶V hoZ PeWer, one of Whe earl\ chXrch
leaderV, reVponded. We¶ll pXW iW Xp on Whe Vcreen:

The Lord is not sloZ in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is patient with you, not Zanting an\one to perish, but eYer\one to
come to repentance.

So ZhaW Ze Vee aV VloZneVV, according Wo 2 PeWer, iV actuall\ GRd¶V patience. Yeah, if
God ZanWed Wo, he coXld deVWro\ all eYil and all doerV of eYil righW WhiV Yer\ Vecond.
Toda\. In a blink of an e\e iW coXld all be gone foreYer. BXW WhaW ZoXld alVo mean
deVWro\ing an aZfXl loW of people WhaW he ZanWV Wo VaYe. So ZhaW he haV choVen Wo do
instead iV Wo VhoZ patience–Wo giYe more and more people Wime Wo repent, and Wo reVcXe
more and more people oXW of Whe conWrol of Whe eYil one and inWo hiV famil\. He coXld be
immediate. BXW inVWead he iV paWienW. Compassionate. Waiting. Pleading. Calling.
Drawing people to himself. ThaW¶V Zho oXr God iV. So iURQicaOO\, ZhaW Ze RfWeQ
aWWUibXWe WR GRd¶V cruelt\ RU indifference WRZaUdV eYiO, iV acWXaOO\ hiV loYe. HiV dela\
iVn¶W becaXVe he doesn¶t care±bXW becaXVe he does.

And in Whe meanWime, Ze¶re Wold WhaW God can leYerage eYen Whe worst of eYil for good.
RomanV 8 WellV XV WhaW God makeV all WhingV Zork for good for WhoVe Zho are called
according Wo hiV pXrpoVe. EYen Whe ZorVW of eYil, God can repurpose. EYen Whe ZorVW
VXffering, God can redeem. EYen Whe deepeVW poVVible pain, God can XVe. For WhoVe
Zho knoZ and folloZ JeVXV, Where¶V no VXch Whing aV XVeleVV pain.

I once heard iW e[plained like WhiV, and iW ZaV helpfXl for me. ThiV iV gonna feel a biW
random for a Vecond: hoZ man\ of \oX haYe heard of a form of marWial arWV called
³jXdo´? Judo iV JapaneVe for ³Whe gentle Za\.´ BecaXVe eVVenWiall\, ZhaW jXdo doeV iV
WeacheV \oX hoZ Wo XVe \oXr opponenW¶V VWrengWh and force against Whem. YoX Wake ZhaW
Whe\ meanW Wo harm \oX, and \oX XVe iW Wo defeaW Whem. JXdo haV Yer\ liWWle Wo do ZiWh
kickV and pXncheV and aggreVViYe force. IW haV eYer\Whing Wo do ZiWh XVing technique Wo
harneVV \oXr opponenW¶V energ\ and XVe iW aV a force againVW Whem.

I menWion WhaW becaXVe I Whink WhaW giYeV XV a reall\ helpfXl picWXre for God¶V relaWionVhip
ZiWh eYil. God iV noW eYil, bXW he doeV ofWen leYerage and harneVV Whe poZer of eYil for
good. UlWimaWel\, WhaW iV ZhaW happened aW Whe croVV. There, God XVed Whe power of eYil
Wo defeat eYil. The ScripWXreV Well XV WhaW God XVed Whe cross–an inVWrXmenW of eYil and
WorWXre and deaWh±and he XVed iW Wo WriXmph over Whe poZer of eYil once and for all. And
one da\, he¶ll pXW Whe final nail in Whe coffin. ThaW¶V Whe good neZV. And if he can do WhaW,
he can VXrel\ XVe Whe eYil, Whe pain, Whe VXffering you¶re cXrrenWl\ e[periencing, for good.
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ThaW doeVn¶W mean Ze¶ll alZa\V fXll\ Vee iW or XnderVWand iW or recogni]e iW. BXW iW doeV
mean WhaW WhaW¶V ZhaW he iV capable of.

LeW¶V pra\.
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