
A Gospel Issue 
Good Wo Vee \oX gX\V WhiV moUning. If \oX haYe a bible, go ZiWh me Wo ​GeneViV 1 ​, jXVW a 
feZ pageV paVW Whe fUonW coYeU. We¶Ue going Wo be all oYeU Whe place in Whe ScUipWXUeV 
Woda\, bXW Ze¶ll kick WhingV off WheUe. If \oX haYen¶W alUead\ heaUd, Woda\ Ze begin a neZ 
VeUieV called ​PUHFLRXV LQ HLV SLJKW. ​Which iV going Wo be a VeUieV, aW iWV coUe, aboXW 
pXUVXing Uacial jXVWice and UeconciliaWion.  
 
NoZ I am aZaUe WhaW ​in AmeUica, in Whe \eaU 2021,​ Va\ing WhaW Ze¶Ue doing a VeUieV on 
UaFH ​ pXWV Vome people on high aleUW, UegaUdleVV of ZhaW Vide of Whe poliWical VpecWUXm 
\oX fall on. ​I¶Ye Wold VeYeUal paVWoU fUiendV WhaW Ze¶Ue doing WhiV VeUieV, and Whe moVW 
common UeVponVe fUom Whem haV been ³I¶ll pUa\ foU \oXU email inbo[.´ The\ appaUenWl\ 
Ueali]e WhaW Zading inWo WhiV Wopic can cUeaWe Vome WenVion.  
 
BXW leW me jXVW Va\ UighW off Whe baW: I ​don¶W Whink I¶m going Wo need WhaW​ man\ pUa\eUV foU 
m\ inbo[. B\ and laUge, WhaW¶V jXVW noW hoZ \oX gX\V UeVpond Wo Weaching Ze do heUe on 
SXnda\V. ​We did a WhUee-Zeek VeUieV on ​SROLWLFV ​(of all WhingV)​ ​WhiV paVW VXmmeU, and I 
bUaced m\Velf foU Whe backlaVh, and \oX knoZ ZhaW happened? ​NRWKLQJ. ​I goW one 
VingXlaU email giYing me feedback on Whe VeUieV, and WhaW one ZaVn¶W eYen a cUiWical 
email. IW ZaV an email fUom Vomeone in oXU chXUch Va\ing WhaW one of Whe WeachingV ZaV 
eVpeciall\ conYicWing foU Whem, and Whe\ ZanWed help knoZing hoZ Wo pUoceVV iW and acW 
on iW. EYen Vince Ze annoXnced WZo ZeekV ago WhaW Ze¶Ue doing ​WKLV ​VeUieV on Uace, Whe 
onl\ feedback I haYe goWWen haV been qXiWe a feZ of \oX Va\ing WhaW \oX¶Ue YeU\ e[ciWed 
Ze¶Ue doing WhiV VeUieV. ​So I¶m jXVW noW anWicipaWing WhaW \oX gX\V aUe going Wo Vend me 
haWe mail aboXW all Whe WhingV I Va\ WhaW \oX don¶W like WhUoXghoXW WhiV VeUieV. ThaW¶V jXVW 
XVXall\ noW oXU cUoZd. Some fUiendV of mine paVWoU chXUcheV ZheUe WhaW ​LV ​Whe caVe, bXW 
Vo faU iW haVn¶W been Whe caVe heUe.  
 
BXW WhaW Vaid, obYioXVl\, Whe ​WenVionV ​aUH ​high in oXU ​VRFLHW\​ ​UighW noZ Zhen iW comeV Wo 
Uace and UaciVm. So an\Wime Vomeone bUingV iW Xp, WheUe can be a ​QHUYRXVQHVV​ aboXW 
ZhaW iV going Wo be Vaid. So aV Ze geW VWaUWed, I¶d loYe Wo jXVW WU\ Wo VeW Vome of WhaW Wo 
bed. FiUVW, ​this is not going to be a series about what the political ​Right ​or the 
political ​Left ​thinks about issues of race.​ NoU ZoXld WhaW eYen make VenVe Wo do in a 
chXUch VeWWing. One of Whe XnfoUWXnaWe WhingV aboXW Whe cXUUenW VWaWe of oXU VocieW\ iV WhaW 
a loW of people haYe VWaUWed YieZing neaUl\ ​HYHU\WKLQJ ​WhUoXgh WheiU paUWicXlaU poliWical 
lenV. IW VeemV like eYeU\ Wime VomeWhing happenV in Whe ZoUld±a ZaU, a WUaged\, eYen a 
ZoUldZide pandemic±Ze immediaWel\ look Wo Vee ZhaW oXU poliWicianV of choice Va\ oU 
Whink aboXW iW, and When Ze foUm ​RXU ​opinion baVed on WhaW.  
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ThiV haV alVo happened ​Zhen iW comeV Wo ​ iVVXeV VXUUoXnding ​Uace ​. InVWead of Whinking 
cUiWicall\ aboXW iW±oU Whinking ​ELEOLFaOO\ ​aboXW iW±Ze faU Woo ofWen Wake oXU Walking poinWV 
fUom oXU paUW\ of choice. BXW ​as followers of Jesus, we must understand that our 
primary filter is not the Left or the Right, it is the Scriptures.​ ThaW¶V ZheUe Ze go Wo 
figXUe oXW hoZ Wo Whink Zell aboXW ceUWain WopicV. So ​rather than seeing everything 
(including race) through a ​political ​filter, I’d love to try to flip that and help us see 
eYer\thing ​(including things like politics and race) through a ​bible ​ filter.​ Make 
VenVe? 
 
Oka\. The ​VHFRQG ​Whing I ZanW Wo menWion iV WhaW ​I, ​nor anybody ​ up here during this 
series, ​is ​coming ​for you​.​ OXU goal iV noW Wo Vpend Vi[ ZeekV making \oX feel hoUUible 
aboXW hoZ Ze¶Ue all UaciVWV and need Wo do beWWeU. ThaW¶V noW oXU heaUW ZiWh WhiV VeUieV. 
NoZ, aV Ze ZoUk WhUoXgh WhiV, WheUe Zill be ​FRUUHFWLRQ ​Wo be gleaned. TheUe Zill be WhingV 
Ze need Wo Whink on and pUa\ on and pUoceVV WhUoXgh, and likel\ be Vome UepenWance Wo 
be paUWicipaWed in. And WhaW¶V jXVW becaXVe Ze¶Ue going Wo be looking aW Whe ​SFULSWXUHV​. 
AQ\ WLPH ​\oX honeVWl\ ZUeVWle ZiWh Whe ScUipWXUeV, WheUe iV going Wo be coUUecWion Wo be 
had. BXW WhaW Vaid, Ze aUe noW planning on beaWing an\bod\ Xp foU Vi[ VWUaighW ZeekV in 
WhiV VeUieV. RaWheU, Ze jXVW ZanW Wo Xnpack Whe ScUipWXUeV, and leW Whe chipV fall ZheUe 
Whe\ ma\.  
 
And Wo do WhaW, I ZanW XV Wo Wake ​a biW of a WoXU​ fUom Whe fUonW Wo Whe back coYeU of Whe 
bible. And Whe UeaVon foU WhaW iV WhaW I ZanW Wo VhoZ \oX a deepl\ embedded ​SaWWHUQ ​in 
Whe ScUipWXUeV; VomeWhing WhaW Ze find UepeaWed and emphaVi]ed fUom beginning Wo end. 
YoX ma\ haYe neYeU picked Xp on iW, bXW Whe Vimple facW iV WhaW ​the entire narrative arc 
of the bible bends ​toZards ​racial reconciliation.  
 
NoZ, jXVW YeU\ qXickl\ heUe, I knoZ WheUe¶V been ​Vome cUiWiqXe on Whe WeUm​ ³Uacial 
UeconciliaWion,´ becaXVe VomeWimeV Zhen ZhiWe people Va\ WhaW, iW feelV like iW¶V aVking 
black people Wo jXVW ³geW oYeU´ Vome of Whe aWUocioXV WhingV WhaW haYe been done Wo Whem 
WhUoXgh Whe \eaUV and ³Ueconcile.´ Which iV obYioXVl\ a YeU\ Vill\ idea±UeconciliaWion iV 
QHYHU​ poVVible XnWil WheUe iV an honeVW accoXnWing of ZUongV and a UepenWance foU WhoVe 
ZUongV. ThaW¶V WUXe in ​aQ\ ​UelaWionVhip, and iW¶V WUXe in WhiV conYeUVaWion Woo. So jXVW knoZ 
fUom Whe VWaUW WhaW Zhen I XVe Whe WeUm ³UeconciliaWion,´ ​what I’m talking about is us all 
pursuing racial ​justice, ​and then through ​that​ making ​reconciliation ​a possibility. 
And ​WKaW ​iV a conViVWenW Wheme in Whe ScUipWXUeV, beginning Wo end. 
 
So WhiV moUning, Ze¶Ue going Wo VWaUW aW Whe YeU\ beginning, in ​GeneViV 1.​ AV a faiU 
ZaUning, Ze aUe going Wo ​moYe pUeWW\ ​TXLFNO\​ fUom paVVage Wo paVVage ​ WhiV moUning. So 
if \oX ZanW Wo folloZ along and flip Wo each paVVage \oX can, oU Ze¶ll haYe Whe enWiUeW\ of 
Whe paVVageV Xp on Whe VcUeen, and \oX can folloZ along WheUe±eiWheU Za\. 
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BXW befoUe Ze Uead GeneViV 1, jXVW ​foU conWe[W,​ God heUe iV in Whe pUoceVV of cUeaWing Whe 
ZoUld Ze noZ inhabiW. The eaUWh, Whe Vk\, Whe moon, Whe VWaUV, Whe Vea, Whe animalV. He 
haV cUeaWed WhiV beaXWifXl habiWaW Weeming ZiWh poWenWial and poVVibiliW\. And ZhaW Ze¶Ue 
aERXW​ Wo Uead iV Zhen he UeacheV Whe ​SLQQaFOH ​ of hiV cUeaWion ​ pUoceVV and cUeaWeV 
hXman beingV. Take a look ZiWh me, VWaUWing in Y. 26: 
 

[26] TKHQ GRG VaLG, ³LHW XV PaNH PaQ ​in our image ​, ​after our likeness ​. AQG OHW 
WKHP KaYH GRPLQLRQ RYHU WKH ILVK RI WKH VHa aQG RYHU WKH ELUGV RI WKH KHaYHQV aQG 
RYHU WKH OLYHVWRFN aQG RYHU aOO WKH HaUWK aQG RYHU HYHU\ FUHHSLQJ WKLQJ WKaW FUHHSV 
RQ WKH HaUWK.´ [27] SR GRG FUHaWHG PaQ ​in his oZn image ​,​ ​in ​the image of God 
he created him;​ PaOH aQG IHPaOH KH FUHaWHG ​them ​. 
 

So heUe Ze Uead WhaW God cUeaWeV man±oU moUe liWeUall\, ​KXPaQLW\ ​oU ​KXPaQNLQG ​± ​ ​́LQ KLV 
LPaJH. ​́ ​NoZ, WhaW ​PHaQV​ WhaW ​hXman beingV aUe diffeUenW​ fUom eYeU\Whing elVe in Whe 
VWoU\ Vo faU, UighW? IW ​GLG ​ ​QRW​ Va\ WhaW Whe VXn oU Whe moon oU Whe VWaUV ZeUe made in 
God¶V image. IW didn¶W Va\ WhaW Whe eaUWh oU Whe Vk\ ZeUe made in God¶V image. IW didn¶W 
eYen Va\ Whe animalV ZeUe made in God¶V image. All of WhoVe WhingV aUe beaXWifXl and 
good and ZoUWh\ of aZe and ZondeU±bXW ​it very clearly makes the point that ​onl\ 
human beings ​are made in ​God¶s image ​.​ ​TKH\​ aUe on an alWogeWheU diffeUenW leYel 
Whan eYeU\Whing elVe in cUeaWion. ​So liVWen, pUacWicall\ Vpeaking: I¶m VXUe \oXU 
labUadoodle iV adoUable. I mean abVolXWel\ ​aGRUaEOH. ​And I loYe WhaW ​\RX ORYH ​ \oXU 
labUadoodle. I¶m glad \oX ​WaNH FaUH ​of \oXU labUadoodle. BXW \oXU labUadoodle iV noW a 
hXman. He iV noW made in Whe ​LPaJH RI GRG.​ YoX mighW pXUchaVe hXman cloWheV foU him, 
bXW he iV noW a ​KXPaQ ​. ​ThaW¶V foU fUee WhiV moUning. ThaW needV Wo VeW Vome of \¶all fUee. 
 
And ​moVW of XV inheUenWl\ geW WhiV​ idea±WhaW hXmanV aUe on a diffeUenW leYel Whan 
animalV.​ FoU inVWance, if \oX¶Ue maUUied, and WheUe¶V a fiUe aW \oXU hoXVe in Whe middle of 
nighW, and \oX¶Ue WU\ing Wo figXUe oXW ZheWheU Wo go back in and VaYe \oXU VpoXVe oU \oXU 
OaEUaGRRGOH ​, moVW of XV aUen¶W going Wo ​GHOLEHUaWH ​YeU\ long on WhaW deciVion. We aUe 
going Wo VaYe oXU VpoXVe. If \oX ​aUH ​delibeUaWing, I ZoXld aUgXe WhaW¶V a VepaUaWe 
pUoblem ​ZLWKLQ \RXU PaUULaJH ​ WhaW \oX need Wo VoUW oXW. BXW foU moVW of XV, iW¶V noW eYen a 
qXeVWion. BecaXVe Ze inheUenWl\ knoZ WhaW hXmanV aUe moUe YalXable Whan animalV. 
Again, WhaW doeVn¶W mean animalV ​aUHQ¶W YaOXaEOH± ​iW jXVW meanV WhaW Whe\¶Ue noW aV 
YalXable aV ​KXPaQV​. ​Oka\, biblicall\, Whe UeaVon foU WhaW iV WhaW hXman beingV aUe Whe 
onl\ cUeaWXUeV ​PaGH LQ WKH LPaJH ​of God. ​Theologians call this the “​imago dei,´ 
which is Latin for “the image of God.” Every single human being has the ​imago 
dei ​within them.  
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From the palest of white ​ to the darkest of brown, every single person contains 
within them the ​imago dei, ​and therefore are inherently worthy of dignity and 
respect and just treatment.​ IW doeVn¶W maWWeU ZheUe Whe\ come fUom, iW doeVn¶W maWWeU 
WheiU edXcaWion leYel, WheiU inWelligence, WheiU age, WheiU gendeU, WheiU Ve[Xal oUienWaWion, 
WheiU Vocioeconomic VWaWXV, WheiU poliWical leaningV±none of WhaW changeV WhiV UealiW\ in Whe 
OHaVW​. ​EYer\ single human being​ is worthy of dignity and respect, because they are 
made in the image of God.  

 
And WhiV±Whe ​LPaJR GHL ​±iV ​gUoXnd ]eUo foU an\ coheUenW XndeUVWanding of jXVWice ​. We 
haYe Wo VWaUW ​KHUH ​Wo geW an\ZheUe in Walking aboXW ​UaFLaO ​ jXVWice. BecaXVe if Ze aUe going 
Wo ​Va\​ WhaW UaciVm iV ZUong (Zhich Ze aUe), WheUe haV Wo be a ​UHaVRQ ​WhaW iW¶V ZUong. 
DoeV WhaW make VenVe? ​RighW noZ, WheUe iV a ​KXJH ​ pXVh ​ in oXU VocieW\ foU Uacial jXVWice, 
and I pUaiVe God foU WhaW. BXW Zhen I heaU people Walk on Vocial media and Whe neZV 
aboXW ​ZK\ ​Whe\ feel led Wo pXUVXe Uacial jXVWice, XVXall\ WheiU anVZeU goeV VomeWhing like 
WhiV: ³...becaXVe iW¶V Whe UighW Whing Wo do.´ OU ³becaXVe iW¶V common VenVe.´ ³BecaXVe Ze 
jXVW all ​LQKHUHQWO\ NQRZ ​ WhaW all people VhoXld be WUeaWed eqXall\.´  
 
And ​ZiWh all dXe UeVpecW​ Wo people Zho Va\ WhingV like WhaW, I jXVW don¶W Whink UeaVonV like 
WhaW hold Xp. BecaXVe paUW of Whe ​SUREOHP​ iV WhaW WheUe iV ZhaW VeemV like a ​VXUSULVLQJ 
nXmbeU of people in oXU coXnWU\ foU Zhom WhoVe WhingV ​aUHQ¶W ​common VenVe aW all. ​The 
UeaVon WhaW ZhiWe VXpUemaciVWV aUe ZhiWe VXpUemaciVWV iV becaXVe ​WR WKHP, ​iW iV acWXall\ 
FRPPRQ VHQVH ​WhaW ZhiWe people aUe ​VXSHULRU ​Wo black people. The\ ​³MXVW NQRZ´ ​WhaW 
black people aUe leVV impoUWanW, leVV YalXable Whan ZhiWe people aUe. And obYioXVl\, 
Whe\¶Ue ​ZURQJ ​in belieYing WhaW.  
 
BXW ​LI WKaW¶V ZKaW WKH\ EHOLHYH, ​iW jXVW Zon¶W ZoUk Wo ​LQVLVW​ WhaW Uacial eqXaliW\ iV jXVW ³Whe 
UighW Whing Wo do.´ We can VcUeam aW Whe Wop of oXU lXngV WhaW µiW¶V jXVW common VenVe,¶ 
and WhaW Zon¶W change WhaW Wo Vome people iW iV ​QRW​ common VenVe. ​So what we need 
instead, is some type of ​foundation​ to stand on.​ ​Some deeper ​reason ​that it 
matters that people of all races be treated equitably. And I would argue the ​most 
solid footing to stand on is the ​imago dei:​ the reality that every person and every 
ethnicity of persons are created in the image of God.​ ThaW¶V Whe ​EaVLV​ ScUipWXUe giYeV 
XV Wo VWand on. Make VenVe? 
 
Oka\, ne[W leW¶V head Wo ​GeneViV 18.​ AfWeU Whe eYenWV Ze jXVW Uead in GeneViV 1, God 
cUeaWeV Adam and EYe, he pXWV Whem in Whe gaUden, and he giYeV Whem eYeU\Whing 
aUoXnd Whem Wo enjo\. NoWhing iV off limiWV Wo Whem e[cepW foU one WUee: Whe WUee of Whe 
knoZledge of good and eYil. He Va\V ³do ​QRW​ eaW fUom WhaW WUee.´ So of coXUVe Whe\ ​GR. 
And fUom WhaW momenW, deaWh and deVWUXcWion ​IORRGV​ Whe hXman VWoU\. TheUe iV Vin, 
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Yiolence, oppUeVVion, VXpeUioUiW\, infeUioUiW\±\oX name iW. If iW¶V bad and deVWUXcWiYe, iW 
noZ happenV in Vome coUneU of VocieW\.  
 
BXW almoVW immediaWel\ aV all of WhaW happenV, ​God reveals a plan​ to rescue humanity 
from itself. To bless what is now cursed.​ God doeV noW jXVW leaYe hXmaniW\ Wo fend foU 
WhemVelYeV±he foUmXlaWeV a plan Wo make WhingV UighW. And ZhaW Ze¶Ue ​aERXW​ Wo Uead iV 
one of Whe placeV WhaW VXmmaUi]eV WhaW plan. Look ZiWh me aW ​GeneViV 18, Y. 17 & 18: 
 

TKH LRUG VaLG, ³SKaOO I ​KLGH ​ IURP AEUaKaP ZKaW I aP aERXW WR GR, VHHLQJ WKaW 
Abraham shall surel\ become a great and might\ nation,​ aQG ​all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed​ LQ KLP? 
 

So God¶V plan iV​ Wo Wake one man and one naWion, and XVe WhaW Wo Ueach and bleVV ​aOO WKH 
QaWLRQV ​of Whe eaUWh. ​NoZ, WhiV iV Ueall\ impoUWanW foU \oX Wo geW foU Whe UeVW of oXU 
Weaching Woda\. WheneYeU \oX Vee ​Whe ZoUd ³naWion´ oU ³naWionV ​́ in Whe bible, \oX need 
Wo knoZ WhaW iW¶V noW Walking aboXW naWion-​VWaWHV. ​Oka\? When \oX and I heaU Whe ZoUd 
³naWion,´ Ze Wend Wo Whink of an aUea on a map, VXUUoXnded b\ boUdeUV. ​TKH U.S. ​iV a 
naWion.​ MH[LFR LV a QaWLRQ. CaQaGa ​iV a ​ZRQGHUIXO ​ naWion WhaW iV made Xp of mXch niceU 
people Whan Whe U.S. iV​. ​We Whink of a ³naWion´ aV an aUea on a map. BXW WhaW¶V noW ZhaW 
Whe biblical aXWhoUV mean Zhen Whe\ Va\ ³naWion.´ ​TKH\​ meanW ​SHRSOH ​and ​SHRSOH 
JURXSV​, and moVW liWeUall\, ​HWKQLFLWLHV. ​Specificall\, in Whe ​NHZ ​ TeVWamenW, Whe ZoUd foU 
³naWion´ iV Whe GUeek ZoUd ³eWhnoV´±iW¶V ZheUe Ze ​JHW​ Whe ZoUd ³eWhniciW\.´  
 
God isn’t in the business of blessing plots of land on a map. He’s in the business 
of blessing ​all the ethnicities ​of the earth.​ God¶V plan, fUom Whe YeU\ beginning iV Wo 
Ueach and bleVV all Whe ​HWKQLFLWLHV ​on planeW eaUWh. ​NoZ noWice hoZ ​FHQWUaO ​ ​WhaW idea of 
HWKQLFLWLHV​ iV Wo Whe plan. IW¶V noW VecondaU\, iW¶V noW an afWeUWhoXghW±iW¶V UighW WheUe fUom 
Whe YeU\ beginning: ​God will bless all ​peoples ​, all ​nations ​, all ​colors ​, all ​ethnicities ​, 
through Abraham and his family.​ ​BHFaXVH ​ all naWionV and all coloUV aUe made in Whe 
LPaJH ​ of ​GRG ​, all naWionV and all coloUV aUe a paUW of God¶V plan.  
 
So Wo ​ ​boUUoZ Vome modeUn WeUminolog\, ​God iV noW ³coloUblind. ​́ He iV coloU-​aZaUH. ​God 
made ]eUo miVWakeV Zhen he choVe Whe YaUioXV coloUV of oXU Vkin. IW¶V noW WhaW God loYeV 
\oX ​GHVSLWH ​Whe coloU of \oXU Vkin±he ​ORYHV WKH ​ coloU of \oXU Vkin. IW iV paUW of hiV 
inWenWional, beaXWifXl deVign foU \oX. And an\one Zho ZanWV Wo ​LJQRUH ​Whe coloU of \oXU 
Vkin, hoZeYeU poViWiYel\ Whe\ Vpin iW, iV aW oddV ZiWh God. ​Because God ​pri]es ​ every 
race and every ethnicity.​ The\ aUe all, Wo qXoWe Whe old SXnda\ Vchool Vong, ³pUecioXV 
in hiV VighW.´ And WheUefoUe, God¶V UeVcXe miVVion foU Whe ZoUld ​QHFHVVaULO\ LQFOXGHV​ all of 
Whem.  
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So ZiWh WhaW, leW¶V hop oYeU Wo Whe ​NHZ THVWaPHQW,​ ​Wo ​MaWWheZ 28 ​. So heUe, if \oX¶Ue noW 
familiaU ZiWh Whe VWoU\, ​JeVXV haV jXVW been e[ecXWed ​ on Whe cUoVV, he haV UiVen fUom Whe 
gUaYe, and iV aboXW Wo depaUW foU good Wo go be ZiWh Whe FaWheU. And ZhaW Ze¶Ue going Wo 
Uead aUe Whe ​ILQaO LQVWUXFWLRQV​ WhaW he giYeV hiV diVcipleV befoUe he doeV WhaW. ​NoZ, Whink 
aboXW WhaW foU a Vecond. If \oX VpenW VeYeUal ​\HaUV RI \RXU OLIH ​ aUoXnd a gUoXp of people, 
and \oX kneZ \oX ZeUe depaUWing Wo neYeU Vee Whem again, don¶W \oX Whink \oX¶d VZeaW 
\oXU laVW ZoUdV Wo Whem a liWWle? Like, \oX¶d ZanW Wo Va\ Whe moVW eVVenWial, moVW 
impoUWanW VWXff, UighW? ​ Oka\, WhaW¶V Whe ViWXaWion heUe, and ​KHUH ​ iV ZhaW JeVXV chooVeV Wo 
Va\ Wo ​WKHP​. VeUVe 19: 
 

[19] GR WKHUHIRUH aQG PaNH GLVFLSOHV RI ​(ZhaW doeV WhaW Va\?) ​all nations ​ ​(all 
ethnos, ​all tribes, all ​colors ​of people)​, EaSWL]LQJ WKHP LQ WKH QaPH RI WKH FaWKHU 
aQG RI WKH SRQ aQG RI WKH HRO\ SSLULW, [20] ​teaching them to obserYe ​ aOO WKaW I 
KaYH FRPPaQGHG \RX. AQG EHKROG, I aP ZLWK \RX aOZa\V, WR WKH HQG RI WKH aJH.´ 

 
The command iV Wo ³go WheUefoUe and make diVcipleV of ​aOO HWKQLFLWLHV​.´ NoZ, iW coXld be 
eaV\ Wo miVV Whe pUoYocaWiYe naWXUe ​ of ZhaW JeVXV jXVW Vaid. Keep in mind WhaW Zhen he 
Va\V WhiV, he iV Walking Wo eleYen JeZiVh gX\V. Some of Whem ZiWh YeU\ ​HWKQRFHQWULF 
XndeUVWandingV of Whe ZoUld aW Whe Wime. And \eW, ​WKH WKLQJ ​he ZanWV Wo make VXUe Whe\ 
heaU befoUe he leaYeV planeW eaUWh iV ³go Wo eYeU\ ​QaWLRQ, ​eYeU\ gUoXp of people, eYeU\ 
HWKQLFLW\​ WhaW WheUe iV, and make diVcipleV. InYiWe all of Whem inWo m\ kingdom. M\ famil\.´ 
JeVXV leWV hiV diVcipleV knoZ WhaW hiV kingdom iV noW aboXW ​WKHLU ​people oU ​WKHLU ​coloU oU 
WKHLU ​cXlWXUe. IW iV aboXW ​aOO ​ peopleV and ​aOO ​coloUV and ​aOO ​ cXlWXUeV.  
 
NoZ, ​foU claUiW\​ heUe: jXVW in caVe \oX¶Ue ​ZKLWH ​ in Whe Uoom and Whinking ​ ³oh WhaW¶V hoZ all 
of ​WKHP​ became a paUW of Whe kingdom of God.´ No...WhiV iV hoZ ​\RX ​ became a paUW of Whe 
kingdom of God.​ I hope Ze Ueali]e WhaW if WhiV idea of ³going Wo all naWionV´ ZaVn¶W in Whe 
Bible, no ZhiWe peUVon in AmeUica ZoXld be ViWWing heUe in Kno[Yille, TN, VWXd\ing Whe 
bible. TheUe aUe loW of diffeUenW eWhniciWieV UepUeVenWed in Whe bible²haUdl\ an\ of Whem 
ZoXld be conVideUed ³CaXcaVian´ b\ oXU definiWionV Woda\. ​So WhiV iV ZhaW makeV 
Vo-called ChUiVWian ZhiWe naWionaliVm Vo XWWeUl\ moUonic. BecaXVe ​if it weren’t for 
people of color taking the gospel message to the ends of the earth, there would be 
no ​such thing​ as a white Christian.​ ​IW iV Vo Vill\ WhaW people belieYe ChUiVWianiW\ iV a 
ZhiWe man¶V Ueligion. IW doeVn¶W eYen make VenVe ​KLVWRULFaOO\​ oU ​JHRJUaSKLFaOO\​. 
 
BXW ​EHFaXVH ​people of coloU​ in Whe da\V of JeVXV Wook obedience Wo JeVXV¶ command 
VHULRXVO\, ​\oX and I haYe Whe ​aELOLW\ ​Wo paUWicipaWe in Whe famil\ of God. HoZ incUedible iV 
WhaW? And in UeWXUn, Ze aUe called Wo pick Xp WhaW manWle. God ZanWV ​aOO ​ of hiV diVcipleV, 
When and noZ, Wo ³go Wo all peopleV and eWhniciWieV´ and Well Whem aboXW Whe good neZV of 
JeVXV, VXch WhaW God¶V kingdom becomeV a place foU all peopleV and coloUV and naWionV.  
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And Vo on WhaW noWe, leW¶V look aW ​WZo moUe paVVageV​ WogeWheU befoUe Ze¶Ue done, boWh 
fUom Whe book of ReYelaWion±Whe laVW book in Whe bible. We¶ll look aW ​ReYelaWion, chapWeU 5 
and When ​chapWeU 7.​ ​ReYelaWion, if \oX¶Ye neYeU Uead iW befoUe ​, iV Vhall Ze Va\ an ​LQWHQVH 
book aW WimeV. BXW mXch of iW focXVeV aUoXnd YiVionV of ZhaW Whe bible callV Whe ³neZ 
heaYenV and Whe neZ eaUWh.´ In oWheU ZoUdV, Whe da\ and Wime Zhen JeVXV UeWXUnV Wo 
eaUWh Wo VeW WhingV UighW and UeWXUn eYeU\Whing Wo hoZ iW VhoXld be. The paVVage Ze¶Ue 
aboXW Wo Uead VpeakV of ZhaW Whe eldeUV and cUeaWXUeV aUoXnd God¶V WhUone aUe Va\ing 
on WhaW da\. SWaUWing in Y. 9 of chapWeU 5: 
 

AQG WKH\ VaQJ a QHZ VRQJ, Va\LQJ, ³WRUWK\ aUH \RX ​(JeVXV) ​WR WaNH WKH VFUROO aQG 
WR RSHQ LWV VHaOV, IRU \RX ZHUH VOaLQ, aQG ​b\ \our blood \ou ransomed people 
IRU GRG IURP ​eYer\ tribe and language and people and nation,​ aQG \RX KaYH 
PaGH WKHP a NLQJGRP aQG SULHVWV WR RXU GRG, aQG WKH\ VKaOO UHLJQ RQ WKH HaUWK.´ 

 
So ​here, it ​explicitly connects everything that happened on the cross ​ of Jesus to 
his desire to rescue people from every ethnicity into his family.​ Did \oX Vee WhaW? 
So Whe cUoVV, When, ZaV noW ​MXVW ​aboXW VaYing indiYidXal VoXlV. The cUoVV ZaV aboXW 
UanVoming people fUom eYeU\ eWhniciW\, eYeU\ coloU, eYeU\ langXage fUom WheiU Vin, and 
foUming Whem ​WRJHWKHU ​inWo a neZ famil\. A neZ commXniW\ WhaW UepUeVenWV and gloUifieV 
God. And WhiV iV acWXall\ a ​WKHPH ​in Whe book of ReYelaWion±iW comeV Xp mXlWiple WimeV. 
Look ZiWh me a coXple chapWeUV laWeU aW chapWeU 7, ZheUe iW Va\V WhiV, VWaUWing in Y. 9:  
 

[9] AIWHU WKLV I ORRNHG, aQG EHKROG, ​a great multitude ​ WKaW QR RQH FRXOG QXPEHU, 
IURP HYHU\ ​nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,​ VWaQGLQJ EHIRUH 
WKH WKURQH aQG EHIRUH WKH LaPE, FORWKHG LQ ZKLWH UREHV, ZLWK SaOP EUaQFKHV LQ 
WKHLU KaQGV, [10] aQG FU\LQJ RXW ZLWK a ORXG YRLFH, ³​SalYation belongs to our God 
Zho sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!​´ 

 
So ​ZhaW JeVXV ZanWed Wo happen ​±ZhaW he ZaV aiming Wo accompliVh fUom eWeUniW\ paVW 
and bUoXghW Wo fUXiWion WhUoXgh Whe cUoVV±finall\ ​KaSSHQV. ​At the end of all things, 
when it’s all said and done, there are people from every nation, every ethnicity, 
every people group, every language–they’re all gathered around the throne of 
God, and they’re all singing out the song “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne.”​ If Ze ZanWed Wo VhoUWen WhaW, Ze mighW jXVW Va\ ³JeVXV ZinV.´ JeVXV¶ 
deViUe, WhaW he ZoXld UXle and Ueign oYeU a gUoXp of people made Xp of all diffeUenW 
coloUV, comeV WUXe. JeVXV ​ZLQV. ​ThaW¶V ZheUe Whe VWoU\ endV. So Zhen \oX join \oXUVelf 
Wo WhaW mXlWi-eWhnic caXVe ZiWh JeVXV, \oX aUe on Whe Zinning Vide of hiVWoU\.  
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And on Whe ​RWKHU​ hand, Wo ​RSSRVH ​ ​JeVXV¶ deViUe foU a mXlWi-eWhnic kingdom of God iV Wo 
RSSRVH ​Whe YicWoUioXV kingdom of God. Which, jXVW foU claUiW\, makeV \oX ​QRW ​YicWoUioXV. 
And b\ Va\ing ³WhoVe ​RSSRVH ​ iW,´ I ​don¶W jXVW mean WhoVe Zho ​RXWULJKW ​oppoVe ​ iW. TheUe 
aUe people Zho ​RXWULJKW ​oppoVe Uacial jXVWice and Uacial UeconciliaWion±WhoVe aUe Whe 
people WhaW make iW inWo Whe neZV headlineV: Whe KKK, Whe ZhiWe VXpUemeciVWV, Whe ZhiWe 
naWionaliVWV±Vo on and Vo foUWh. TheUe aUe gUoXpV of people WhaW make WheiU oppoViWion Wo 
Uacial haUmon\ YeU\ ​REYLRXV​. BXW WheUe aUe alVo people WhaW moUe ​VXEWO\​ oppoVe iW. TheUe 
aUe WhoVe WhaW Va\ WhingV like ³Zell I¶m noW a UaciVW, ​EXW«​´ ³I¶m noW a UaciVW, I jXVW don¶W 
Whink UaciVm iV ​WKaW​ big of a deal.´ ³I¶m noW a UaciVW, I jXVW Whink ZhiWe people oXghW Wo keep 
Wo WhemVelYeV, and black people oXghW Wo keep Wo WhemVelYeV«´ ³I¶m noW a UaciVW, I¶m jXVW 
XncomfoUWable aUoXnd black people.´ ThoVe aUe all jXVW VXbWle Za\V of Va\ing ³Whe Whing 
WhaW ZaV of ​FHQWUaO LPSRUWaQFH ​Wo JeVXV, iV jXVW noW all WhaW impoUWanW Wo me. ​́ BecaXVe of 
cenWUal impoUWance Wo JeVXV iV Wo Ueconcile Wo himVelf a gUoXp of people fUom eYeU\ 
eWhniciW\ Wo UepUeVenW him in Whe ZoUld. 
 
So, ​do \oX noZ Vee ZhaW I mean ​ Zhen I Vaid Whe enWiUe naUUaWiYe aUc of Whe bible bendV 
WRZaUGV ​Uacial UeconciliaWion? ThiV iV ZhaW God haV been aboXW fUom Whe YeU\ VWaUW. ThiV 
iV abVolXWel\ ​FHQWUaO ​Wo God¶V plan foU Whe ZoUld. I knoZ WhaW eYen Vome of XV WhaW gUeZ 
Xp in Whe chXUch ma\ noW haYe heaUd iW Xnpacked in qXiWe WhaW Za\, bXW iW iV ​XQGHQLaEOH 
fUom Whe pageV of Whe bible. FUom beginning Wo end, GeneViV Wo ReYelaWion, aW eYeU\ poinW 
of Whe VWoU\, God¶V heaUW iV foU all naWionV, all ​HWKQRV, ​all coloUV Wo be UepUeVenWed, 
Ueconciled, and UeXniWed in hiV kingdom.  
 
So ​hoZ mighW Ze VXm all of WhiV​ Xp? In a VenWence, I Whink Ze mighW pXW iW like WhiV: 

Racial reconciliation is a gospel issue.  
So fiUVW, do \oX gX\V knoZ ZhaW I mean b\ WhaW±´a goVpel iVVXe´? ​TheUe aUe a loW of 
people in Whe AmeUican ChXUch, Zho, Zhen \oX VWaUW Walking aboXW VomeWhing like Uace± 
Whe\ Zill UeVpond ZiWh VomeWhing along Whe lineV of ³leW¶V noW geW caXghW Xp in all WhaW 
VWXff±WhoVe aUen¶W ​JRVSHO LVVXHV. ​LeW¶V jXVW pUeach Whe goVpel, leW¶V jXVW Weach Whe bible, 
and Whe Uace VWXff Zill VoUW iWVelf oXW.´ TheiU Wake iV WhaW ​WaONLQJ ​ aboXW Uace jXVW caXVeV 
moUe diYiVion, moUe VWUife, moUe diVagUeemenW, and Vo iW¶V beWWeU WhaW Ze jXVW VWick Wo 
³goVpel iVVXeV.´  
 
NoZ, leW me jXVW VWaUW off b\ Va\ing, I ​don¶W Whink I¶m ​LQ ORYH ​ ​ZiWh WhaW fUameZoUk: deciding 
WhaW ceUWain WhingV aV ³goVpel iVVXeV´ and oWheU WhingV aUe noW ³goVpel iVVXeV.´ BecaXVe 
m\ XndeUVWanding haV alZa\V been WhaW Zhen \oX become a folloZeU of JeVXV, Whe 
goVpel noZ applieV Wo ​aOO RI ​\oXU life. IW doeVn¶W jXVW appl\ Wo VpiUiWXal WhingV, oU Whe WhingV 
\oX ZanW iW Wo appl\ Wo±iW applieV Wo ​HYHU\WKLQJ. ​TheUe iV no aVpecW of \oXU life WhaW \oX 
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geW Wo ​H[FOXGH ​oU ​KROG EaFN ​fUom Whe good neZV of JeVXV bUeaking iWV Za\ inWo. So in 
Vome Za\V, I Whink Ze coXld Va\ WhaW if \oX folloZ JeVXV, ​HYHU\WKLQJ ​iV a goVpel iVVXe.  
 
BXW ​if I ZeUe Wo aVVXme Whe beVW​ aboXW ZhaW iV meanW b\ ³goVpel iVVXeV´ and ³non-goVpel 
iVVXeV,´ I¶d bUing Xp aW leaVW a coXple of WhingV in UeVponVe. ​One iV WhaW WhoVe Zho Va\ 
UaciVm iVn¶W a ³goVpel iVVXe´ Wend Wo be a liWWle inconViVWenW. BecaXVe man\ of Whe Vame 
people Zho Whink Ze ​VKRXOGQ¶W​ Vpeak e[pliciWl\ aboXW UaciVm ​GR WKLQN ​Ze VhoXld Vpeak 
e[pliciWl\ aboXW oWheU jXVWice iVVXeV±WhingV like ​aERUWLRQ, ​foU inVWance. The\ Whink WhaW 
Zhen iW comeV Wo WhingV like ​WKaW​, ChUiVWianV ​VKRXOG ​ be ​FRQVLVWHQWO\​ Yocal in Vpeaking 
againVW iW and againVW WhoVe WhaW VXppoUW iW. BXW leW me jXVW aVk, Zh\ ZoXldn¶W Whe Vame 
UaWionale appl\ ​WKHUH ​? Wh\ iV Whe coXnVel Zhen iW comeV Wo ​UaFH ​ Wo ³jXVW pUeach Whe 
goVpel, and eYeU\Whing elVe Zill VoUW iWVelf oXW,´ bXW Whe coXnVel Zhen iW comeV Wo ​aERUWLRQ 
Wo Vpecificall\ Vpeak and condemn and legiVlaWe ​aJaLQVW​ Whe iVVXe ​LWVHOI​? ​ If all hXman 
beingV aUe made in Whe image of God, WhaW encompaVVeV eYeU\Whing fUom Whe XnboUn 
child, ​RQ. ​So Zh\ iV one ZoUWh\ of menWioning ​H[SOLFLWO\​, and Whe oWheU one one WhaW Ze 
need Wo keep qXieW aboXW? IW VeemV like, Zhen Whe imago dei iV being denied ​aQ\RQH, ​no 
maWWeU WheiU VWage of deYelopmenW oU Whe coloU of WheiU Vkin ​, ​Ze VhoXld Vpeak Xp. 
 
BXW Whe oWheU, ​moUe ​LPSRUWaQW,​ pUoblem​ ZiWh Whinking Uace ³iVn¶W a goVpel iVVXe´ iV, Zell, 
Whe bible iWVelf. BecaXVe Whe bible acWXall\ ​SUHVHQWV​ Uace, UaciVm, and Uacial UeconciliaWion 
aV ​³goVpel iVVXeV.´ In ​ReYelaWion 5,​ iW ​H[SOLFLWO\ VaLG ​ WhaW ZhaW God ZaV doing in Vending 
JeVXV Wo Whe cUoVV ZaV WhaW he ZaV ³gaWheUing people Wo himVelf people fUom eYeU\ 
WongXe, eYeU\ naWion, and eYeU\ WUibe.´ ThaW VoXndV pUeWW\ ​FRUH ​Wo Whe meVVage of Whe 
goVpel Wo me ​.  
 
BXW WheUe aUe oWheU placeV in Whe bible ZheUe Ze alVo Vee WhiV cleaUl\. ​One of Whem iV in 
GalaWianV chapWeU 2 ​. I¶d encoXUage \oX Wo Uead Whe VWoU\ on \oXU oZn Wime, bXW I¶ll giYe 
\oX Whe VXmmaUi]ed YeUVion. In Whe paVVage, PeWeU±a JeZiVh leadeU of Whe eaUl\ 
ChXUch±haV begXn UefXVing Wo eaW ZiWh GenWileV±people of oWheU eWhniciWieV±in WhaW 
chXUch. He iV gXilW\ of Uacial diVcUiminaWion againVW Whe GenWileV. PaXl±anoWheU leadeU of 
Whe eaUl\ ChXUch±geWV Zind of WhiV and decideV he haV Wo confUonW PeWeU aboXW iW. He 
goeV and UebXkeV PeWeU foU hiV ​UaFLVP, ​and in doing Vo Va\V WhaW PeWeU¶V condXcW ZaV 
³oXW of VWep ZiWh Whe ​JRVSHO.​´ He doeVn¶W Va\ ³iW ZaV WhiV VecondaU\ Wheological iVVXe I 
needed Wo addUeVV in PeWeU¶V life.´ He Va\V PeWeU doing WhiV e[poVed a lack of belief and 
WUXVW ​LQ WKH JRVSHO LWVHOI.  
 
So ​baVed on WhoVe paVVageV​ and plenW\ of oWheUV, iW VeemV appaUenW Wo me WhaW ​racial 
reconciliation ​is indeed​ a ​gospel issue. ​It’s not over to the side, it’s not secondary 
or tertiary–it is a fundamental implication of the gospel itself.​ ​God VenW JeVXV Wo die 
Vo WhaW he coXld Ueconcile eYeU\ WongXe, WUibe, naWion and eWhniciW\ Wo himVelf, and 
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WheUefoUe Wo one anoWheU. And I Whink Ze diVhonoU WhaW meVVage Zhen Ze pUeWend WhaW 
paUW of iW iVn¶W WhaW impoUWanW Wo XV.​ ​When Jesus went to the cross, he had all people ​ ​in 
mind. When his blood was spilled, it was spilled for people of every nation, tongue 
and tribe. And as gospel people, we should think in the same way.  
 
So Ze ZanW Wo help ZiWh pUeciVel\ WhaW WhUoXghoXW WhiV VeUieV. We¶Ye goW Vi[ ZeekV, Vo 
Ze¶Ue going Wo coYeU a loW of gUoXnd b\ Whe Wime iW'V all Vaid and done, bXW leW me jXVW giYe 
\oX ​a feZ pUacWical WhingV Wo knoZ ​ going inWo Whe UeVW of Whe VeUieV. FiUVW, ​you will be 
hearing a lot less from ​me ​ in this series than you normally do.​ I loYe WhiV VWXff, I loYe 
Walking aboXW and VhepheUding XV WhUoXgh WhiV VWXff. BXW aW Whe Vame Wime, WhiV VeUieV felW 
like a Ueall\ impoUWanW Wime Wo lifW Xp Whe YoiceV of people of coloU, UaWheU Whan m\ Yoice 
and m\ peUVpecWiYe. So I¶ll onl\ be Weaching WhiV Zeek and one oWheU Zeek dXUing Whe 
VeUieV. In Whe UeVW of Whe VeUieV, \oX¶ll be heaUing fUom MaUcXV, one of oXU paVWoUV Zho iV 
black; Jeff, anoWheU one of oXU paVWoUV Zho iV AVian; and a fUiend of mine, AnWon\ 
FUedeUick Zho iV a paVWoU in SoXWh CaUolina Zho iV black and haV come and WaXghW foU XV 
aW CiW\ ChXUch in Whe paVW. So m\ hope iV WhaW ​HYHQ LQ KRZ ZH WKLQN aERXW WKH WHaFKLQJ RI 
WKLV VHULHV​, Ze can model aV a chXUch famil\ Whe ZillingneVV Wo Veek oXW and liVWen Wo Whe 
YoiceV of people of coloU.  
 
Which leadV me Wo Whe ne[W Whing. I Ueali]e, looking aUoXnd WhiV Uoom, WhaW UighW noZ, ​Ze 
aUe a YeU\ ​ZKLWH ​chXUch ​. Like ​YHU\ ​ZhiWe. ​And WheUe aUe aW leaVW a coXple UeaVonV foU WhaW. 
One iV becaXVe of oXU VXUUoXndingV: Kno[Yille, in geneUal, iV a YeU\ ​ZKLWH ​ ciW\ compaUed 
Wo a loW of oWheU placeV in Whe coXnWU\. ​BXW Vome of WhaW Woo iV WhaW Ze VWill haYe a loW of 
gUoZing Wo do in being a Zelcoming place foU people of coloU. We¶Ye gUoZn a loW in iW 
Vince Ze VWaUWed aV a chXUch going on fiYe \eaUV ago, bXW Ze ZanW Wo do a loW ​PRUH 
gUoZing in iW Woo. And noW jXVW gUoZing in iW foU ​GLYHUVLW\​¶V Vake, bXW gUoZing in iW becaXVe 
oXU ZoUld needV iW, and becaXVe Whe goVpel and Whe kingdom of God ​GHPaQGV ​iW.  
 
So on WhaW noWe, one oWheU pUacWical Whing. I knoZ WhaW becaXVe Ze aUe VWill gUoZing in 
WhaW, ​Vome of oXU LifeGUoXpV​ mighW onl\ haYe one peUVon of coloU oU ma\be a feZ people 
of coloU in Whem. And aV man\ of \oX gX\V knoZ, moVW of oXU LifeGUoXpV Vpend Wime 
diVcXVVing Whe WeachingV each Zeek Zhen Whe\ meeW. Which coXld make foU Vome 
aZkZaUd momenWV in oXU LifeGUoXp diVcXVVion Wime if Ze¶Ue noW pUepaUed foU iW. So I 
ZanWed Wo offeU Vome qXick ​poinWeUV​ on hoZ Wo naYigaWe WhoVe momenWV WogeWheU: 
 

Ɣ FiUVW, ​prepare in advance to ​actiYel\ participate ​ in discussion.​ ​Some of XV 
don¶W Whink mXch aboXW Whe Weaching beWZeen Zhen Ze leaYe heUe on SXnda\V and 
Zhen Ze ViW doZn aW LifeGUoXp laWeU in Whe Zeek. And Zhile WhaW mighW be oka\ aW 
WimeV, if \oX do WhaW in WhiV VeUieV, iW Zill be YeU\ XnhelpfXl, and heUe¶V Zh\. ​If there 
are people of color in your group, and they are met with complete silence 
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from everyone during group discussion, that to them communicates that 
these issues are not important to you.​ So I ZoXld encoXUage \oX noW Wo 
UeVpond ZiWh Vilence. NoZ \oX don¶W haYe Wo Va\ VomeWhing cUa]\ VmaUW oU 
inVighWfXl. YoX don¶W haYe Wo Va\ VomeWhing beaXWifXl oU eloqXenW, bXW do ​QRW ​be 
VilenW. AV oXU black bUoWheUV and ViVWeUV haYe Vaid befoUe, VomeWimeV Vilence iV 
deafening. So I ZoXld jXVW encoXUage \oX Wo pUepaUe in adYance Wo ​SaUWLFLSaWH. 

Ɣ Second, ​leave the ​political discussions ​ at home.​ ​AV I menWioned aW Whe 
beginning of Whe Weaching, WhiV iV noW a VeUieV aboXW ZhaW Whe LefW oU Whe RighW 
WhinkV aboXW Uace, UaciVm, oU jXVWice. IW iV a VeUieV aboXW ZhaW Whe ​ELEOH ​ ​WHaFKHV 
aboXW WhoVe WopicV. So \oXU LifeGUoXp leadeUV Zill be giYen fXll peUmiVVion Wo, if 
Whe\ feel like Whe conYeUVaWion iV WXUning in an oYeUl\ poliWical diUecWion, Wo jXVW Va\ 
³Ze¶Ue noW heUe Wo Walk aboXW WhaW.´ If \oX ZanW Wo dialog aboXW poliWicV ZiWh people, 
gUab a meal oU a dUink ZiWh Whem on \oXU oZn Wime (alWhoXgh good lXck finding 
people Wo do ​WKaW​). ThaW¶V noW ZhaW WhiV iV foU. LeaYe WhaW aW home. 

Ɣ And WhiUd, ​don’t expect the people of color ​ in your group to be the 
spokespersons for ​all​ people of color.​ ​UndeUVWand WhaW being one of Whe onl\, oU 
WKH RQO\ ​peUVon of coloU in a Uoom fXll of ZhiWe people can be a YeU\ XncomfoUWable 
ViWXaWion in geneUal±bXW ceUWainl\ moUe Vo Zhen Ze¶Ue diVcXVVing iVVXeV of Uace. 
So eYen WhoXgh iW mighW be Zell-inWenWioned, don¶W do Whe Whing ZheUe \oX look aW 
Whe peUVon of coloU and go ³ZhaW do black people Whink aboXW...?´ OU, ³Zh\ do \¶all 
alZa\V«´ Do noW e[pecW Whem Wo Vpeak foU all people of coloU, oU eYen foU Whem Wo 
Vpeak aW all. If Whe\ ​FKRRVH ​Wo Vpeak Xp, be YeU\ Uead\ Wo liVWen and liVWen Zell±bXW 
don¶W foUce Whem Wo be Whe loXdeVW oU moVW conVWanW Yoice in diVcXVVing WheVe 
WeachingV. 

 
ThaW all make VenVe? BXW ZiWh all of WhaW Vaid, heUe iV oXU hope. ​OXU hope iV WhaW​ if Ze 
can pXW Vome WhoXghW and inWenWionaliW\ inWo oXU LifeGUoXp diVcXVVionV in WhiV VeUieV, Ze 
can all moYe WogeWheU WoZaUdV God¶V heaUW foU eYeU\ WUibe, naWion, eWhniciW\ and WongXe 
WogeWheU aV a chXUch famil\. ThaW¶V oXU goal ZiWh WhiV VeUieV. 
 
LeW me pUa\ Wo WhaW end foU XV.  
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