
The PRZeU Rf a Well-Placed TUeaVXUe 
Good moUning eYeU\one, gUeaW Wo be ZiWh \oX all Woda\. M\ name iV EUic and I am a 
SaVWoU in WUaining heUe aW CiW\ ChXUch. If I haYen¶W had Whe chance Wo meeW \oX \eW, I 
ZoXld loYe Wo haYe Whe chance Wo do WhaW Vome Wime Woda\. [HalloZeen UefeUence] If 
\oX¶Ye goW a bible ZiWh \oX, go ahead and WXUn Wo MaWWheZ chaSWeU 6. We¶ll be VSending 
oXU Wime WhiV moUning ZUaSSing XS chaSWeU 6. If \oX¶Ye been coming aUoXnd foU a Zhile, 
\oX¶ll knoZ Ze¶Ue Zell inWo oXU VeUieV on Whe goVSel of MaWWheZ. We¶Ye been going 
WhUoXgh JeVXV¶ VeUmon on Whe moXnW, and Woda\, JeVXV geWV inWo Whe SaUW of life WhaW 
inclXdeV eYeU\Whing SeoSle jXVW ​ORYH ​ Walking aboXW: oXU UeVoXUceV - mone\, SoVVeVVionV, 
eWc. and When he WalkV aboXW hoZ all of WhaW haV a hXge imSacW on oXU ZoUUieV. Toda\ Ze 
aUe going Wo be Walking aboXW ZhaW JeVXV Va\V iV a VolXWion Wo Vome of oXU an[ieWieV. 
We¶Ye goW a lengWh\ SaVVage Wo coYeU Woda\, Vo Ze¶ll diYe UighW in. HoSefXll\ \oX¶Ye had 
Wime Wo geW WheUe, Wake a look ZiWh me aW MaWWheZ chaSWeU 6 VWaUWing in YeUVe 19: 
 

[19@ ³DR QRW OD\ XS IRU \RXUVHOYHV WUHDVXUHV RQ HDUWK, ZKHUH PRWK DQG UXVW GHVWUR\ 
DQG ZKHUH WKLHYHV EUHDN LQ DQG VWHDO«´ 

 
So UighW off Whe baW, I Whink Ze need Wo make VXUe eYeU\one iV on Whe Vame Sage ZiWh 
Vome hiVWoUical conWe[W. In JeVXV¶ da\, bankV aV Ze knoZ Whem didn¶W e[iVW. TheUe ZeUe 
no VaYingV accoXnWV, no IRAV, no WUXVW fXndV, none of WhaW. BaVicall\ ZhaWeYeU \oX ​KDG 
in life, \oX TXiWe liWeUall\ ​KDG± ​like ​ RQ \RXU SHUVRQ ​. So ZhaW \oX did if \oX had ​WUHDVXUHV​, 
oU if \oX had loWV of ​VWXII​ and YalXableV and mone\ \oX ZanWed Wo SUoWecW, iV \oX ZoXld 
liWeUall\ bXU\ iW. YoX ZoXld hide iW VomeZheUe WhaW \oX coXld come back Wo laWeU Vo iW 
VWa\ed Vafe. NoZ, I don¶W Whink iW WakeV a geniXV Wo Whink aboXW ZhaW coXld haSSen Zhen 
\oX mi[ UelaWiYel\ fUagile SoVVeVVionV and a hole in Whe gUoXnd. IW¶V e[acWl\ ZhaW iW Va\V in 
YeUVe 19, ³ZheUe moWh and UXVW deVWUo\ and ZheUe WhieYeV bUeak in and VWeal.´ So he¶V 
Va\ing if \oX SXW \oXU VWXff in a hole in Whe gUoXnd, \oXU VWXff iV ​YXOQHUDEOH ​. ThaW¶V Whe fiUVW 
UeaVon he giYeV foU Zh\ Ze VhoXldn¶W VWoUe XS WUeaVXUeV on EaUWh: becaXVe if \oX do, 
bad WhingV Zill likel\ haSSen Wo iW±Ze¶Ue going Wo come back Wo WhaW in a biW. ​I UemembeU 
Zhen I ZaV a \oXng kid, Ze ZeUe aW Whe beach one Wime and a Uandom gX\ Zalked XS Wo 
me and m\ bUoWheU and Vaid if Ze coXld find Whe VXnglaVVeV he loVW, he¶d giYe XV $100. 
Looking back, WhaW¶V SUeWW\ ZeiUd and he SUobabl\ WhoXghW Ze ZeUe jXVW being loXd and 
anno\ing and WUied Wo find a Za\ Wo occXS\ XV, bXW Zho caUeV. So Ze VeaUched foU hoXUV 
and obYioXVl\ didn¶W find an\Whing. BXW fUom WhaW SoinW on, eYeU\ Wime I ZenW Wo Whe beach I 
ZoXld jXVW dig holeV looking foU VWXff Wo Vee if I coXld find Vome WUeaVXUe! And I neYeU 
Ueall\ foXnd an\Whing, all I eYeU goW ZeUe VhellV and cUabV. 
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MoVW of XV SUobabl\ don'W VWoUe oXU WUeaVXUe in liWeUal holeV in Whe gUoXnd (XnleVV \oX'Ue 
in Vome W\Se of Wime caSVXle ViWXaWion). We VWoUe XS WUeaVXUeV in VaYingV accoXnWV, and 
401KV, and all VoUWV of inYeVWmenWV. OU ma\be Ze'Ue VSendeUV, and Ze VWoUe XS 
WUeaVXUeV in Whe neZeVW iPhone oU Whe neZeVW ASSle WaWch, oU Whe neZeVW TV, oU a 
comSleWe kiWchen UenoYaWion. PeoSle in JeVXV' da\ did ZhaW JeVXV ZaV Va\ing moUe 
liWeUall\, ZheUeaV Ze Woda\ do iW moUe figXUaWiYel\.  
 
BXW WhaW iV VWill ³VWoUing XS WUeaVXUe on eaUWh,´ and WheUefoUe Whe e[acW Vame SUinciSle 
aSSlieV. The moUe WUeaVXUe \oX VWoUe XS on eaUWh, Whe moUe YXlneUable \oXU WUeaVXUe iV. 
TheUe iV noZheUe \oX can SXW \oXU WUeaVXUe on eaUWh WhaW iVn'W YXlneUable Wo iW becoming 
oXWdaWed oU Waken aZa\.​ To SXW iW in VlighWl\ moUe modeUn WeUmV, iW¶V kind of like JeVXV iV 
Va\ing, ³don¶W VWoUe XS all \oXU WUeaVXUe in Whe VWock maUkeW ZheUe UeceVVionV haSSen 
and WheUe¶V maVViYe Vell-offV and CEOV Zho make WeUUible deciVionV.´ OU, ³don¶W VWoUe XS 
\oXU WUeaVXUe in iPhoneV ZheUe neZ XSdaWeV make \oXU Shone obVoleWe. Don¶W VWoUe XS 
\oXU WUeaVXUe in faVhion ZheUe WhingV fall oXW of VW\le faVWeU Whan \oX can keeS XS ZiWh 
Whem.´ An\one UemembeU Whe 2008 financial cUiViV? The cUaVh of Whe hoXVing maUkeW 
ZUeaked haYoc acUoVV Whe naWion and conVeTXenWl\ Whe ZoUld becaXVe of hoZ man\ 
SeoSle fXncWionall\ ZageUed WheiU liYeV in a fUagile V\VWem. AnoWheU SoignanW e[amSle iV 
Whe enWiUe SUemiVe of Whe VhoZ SchiWW¶V CUeek. An\one Veen iW? The VhoZ VWaUWV ZiWh Whe 
fedV coming and Waking all Whe VWXff oXW of WhiV hXge manVion becaXVe WhiV XlWUa Uich 
famil\ ZaV defUaXded b\ WheiU bXVineVV manageU ZiWhoXW Whem knoZing and Whe\ loVe 
eYeU\Whing in an inVWanW. The\ ZenW fUom being mXlWi-millionaiUeV ZiWh eYeU\Whing Whe\ 
eYeU ZanWed Wo liYing in a moWel in a Vmall WoZn ZiWhin a maWWeU of hoXUV. Then Whe UeVW of 
Whe VhoZ iV baVicall\ Whe fall oXW fUom WhaW aV Whe chaUacWeUV leaUn hoZ Wo liYe WhiV neZ 
life. NoZ, WhaW SUobabl\ iVn¶W e[acWl\ ZhaW \oXU life lookV like oU Whe ViWXaWion \oX mighW 
find \oXUVelf in, bXW iW¶V a good e[amSle of jXVW hoZ ​YXOQHUDEOH ​ WhingV can be. InVWead, 
JeVXV giYeV anoWheU VXggeVWion: 
 

[20@ ³EXW [JHVXV VD\V@ OD\ XS IRU \RXUVHOYHV WUHDVXUHV LQ KHDYHQ, ZKHUH QHLWKHU 
PRWK QRU UXVW GHVWUR\V DQG ZKHUH WKLHYHV GR QRW EUHDN LQ DQG VWHDO.´ 

 
He Va\V inVWead of la\ing XS WUeaVXUeV on EaUWh, la\ XS WUeaVXUeV in HeaYen. ThUoXghoXW 
MaWWheZ, Whe aXWhoU menWionV ³The Kingdom of HeaYen.´ We Walked aboXW iW aW Whe 
beginning. WhaW¶V imSoUWanW Wo noWe iV he¶V UefeUUing Wo Whe kingdom of God. He¶V Walking 
aboXW WhiV UealiW\ of WhingV being Whe Za\ God inWended, WhaW¶V ZhaW Whe kingdom of God 
iV like. ThiV iV VXSeU imSoUWanW becaXVe iW¶V dangeUoXV Wo Whink he¶V Va\ing, ³he\ don¶W 
VWoUe XS \oXU WUeaVXUe heUe ZheUe iW¶V YXlneUable, jXVW ZaiW and geW Vome WUeaVXUe laWeU in 
heaYen!´ ThaW¶V no diffeUenW Whan WU\ing Wo gUeedil\ hoaUd WhingV in WhiV life, WheUe¶V jXVW 
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WhiV idea of dela\ed gUaWificaWion. No, ZhaW he iV Va\ing iV WhiV conWUaVW: don¶W VWoUe XS 
WUeaVXUe heUe on eaUWh ​QRZ ​, VWoUe WhingV in heaYen, oU in God, ​QRZ ​. Do \oX Vee Zh\ 
WhaW¶V diffeUenW and Zh\ iW maWWeUV? LeW¶V giYe a feZ e[amSleV. LeW¶V Va\ \oX¶Ye goW $50 a 
monWh in \oXU bXdgeW floaWing aUoXnd. SWoUing XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh mighW look like 
Whinking ³gUeaW, I can go Wo WhaW fanc\ UeVWaXUanW eYeU\ monWh!´ HoZ long doeV WhaW meal 
laVW? A feZ hoXUV ma\be. LeW¶V Va\ inVWead \oX decide Wo VSonVoU a child WhUoXgh a 
UeSXWable oUgani]aWion Wo helS SUoYide food, cloWhing, an edXcaWion. And ma\be WhUoXgh 
WhaW oUgani]aWion Whe\ heaU aboXW Whe loYe of JeVXV WhaW moWiYaWed a VWUangeU Wo do WhaW 
and Whe\ come Wo knoZ JeVXV. HoZ long doeV WhaW laVW? Ma\be a moUe XniYeUVal one: 
leW¶V Va\ \oX and a coZoUkeU haYe e[acWl\ Whe Vame Sa\. Same benefiWV, all WhaW. SWoUing 
XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh ZoXld mean \oXU VWandaUd of liYing iV indiVWingXiVhable fUom WheiU¶V. 
YoX haYe Whe Vame Vi]e hoXVe, Whe Vame caU, Whe Vame VhoSSing habiWV, Whe liVW coXld 
go on. SWoUing XS WUeaVXUe in God¶V kingdom ZoXld look like \oX acWXall\ liYing 
diffeUenWl\, giYing VacUificiall\ Wo WhoVe in need and WiWhing Wo Whe local chXUch Wo Vee God¶V 
miVVion adYanced heUe on EaUWh. And aV a UeVXlW, \oXU life and VWandaUd of liYing look 
maUkedl\ diffeUenW. And JeVXV giYeV XV Whe UeaVon in YeUVe 21: 
 

 [21@ FRU ZKHUH \RXU WUHDVXUH LV, WKHUH \RXU KHDUW ZLOO EH DOVR. 
 
WheUe iV \oXU ​KHDUW​ going Wo be? WheUe \oXU ​WUHDVXUH ​ iV.  WheWheU WhaW¶V mone\, oU 
VWXff, oU e[SeUienceV, oU ZheUe \oX VSend \oXU Wime, ZhaWeYeU \oXU ​WUHDVXUH ​ iV, iW Zill 
Wake \oXU heaUW ZiWh iW. ​LeW me illXVWUaWe WhiV Vo iW¶V a liWWle cleaUeU, becaXVe WhiV iV YiWal Wo 
XndeUVWand. LeW¶V Walk aboXW Whole FoodV. Do I like Whole FoodV? SXUe, Whe\ haYe 
delicioXV gelaWo Zhich iV Ueall\ Whe onl\ Whing I can affoUd WheUe. The\ alVo haYe gUeaW 
cheeVe, Zhich I haSSen Wo enjo\ YeU\ mXch. Do I loVe VleeS oYeU Whole FoodV? Do I go 
WhUoXghoXW m\ da\ ZondeUing ZhaW¶V going Wo haSSen Wo Whe comSan\ if VomeWhing goeV 
ZUong? ​WKHUH ZLOO I JHW P\ JHODWR?!​ No. Of coXUVe noW, I haYe no UeaVon Wo caUe, SlenW\ 
of SlaceV Vell gelaWo and cheeVe, and foU VignificanWl\ leVV mone\. BXW leW¶V Va\ I find 
m\Velf ZiWh $10,000. And inVWead of VaYing iW oU XVing iW foU VomeWhing elVe, I inYeVW iW in 
Whole FoodV. Do \oX Whink I caUe noZ? I gXaUanWee WheUe ZoXld be Vome VleeSleVV 
nighWV, Vome checking oXW Zhen I¶m hanging oXW ZiWh fUiendV becaXVe I need Wo check 
Whe VWock SUice again, da\V conVXmed b\ Whinking aboXW all Whe ZealWh I coXld accXmXlaWe 
if iW doeV Zell. On a VmalleU Vcale, I haYe a coXSle inYeVWmenWV SeUVonall\, and I Vee WhiV 
VWill haSSen eYen WhoXgh iW iVn¶W a hXge amoXnW of mone\. EVSeciall\ Zhen COVID fiUVW 
hiW, I foXnd m\Velf feeling like I had Wo check iW conVWanWl\, Wo Whe SoinW ZheUe I had Wo 
decide Wo jXVW noW look aW iW aW all UighW noZ becaXVe I had a Wendenc\ Wo fi[aWe on iW. ​TheVe 
WhingV demand m\ aWWenWion becaXVe, Wo Vome degUee, I¶Ye VWoUed m\ WUeaVXUe in iW. I¶Ye 
inYeVWed a laUge SaUW of m\ ​OLIH ​ in iW in Whe Whole FoodV e[amSle and Whe naWXUal 
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UeVSonVe iV Wo caUe deeSl\ aboXW iW. BXW hoZ long doeV iW laVW? I¶Ye heaUd WhiV ShUaVe 
befoUe WhaW¶V SUeWW\ cheeV\, bXW I Whink iW can be VomeWhing helSfXl Wo Whink aboXW in lighW 
of all WhiV. IW goeV, ³Zhen iV Whe laVW Wime \oX VaZ a moYing WUXck folloZing a heaUVe?´ IW¶V 
WUXe WhoXgh, UighW? So JeVXV heUe iV Va\ing VWoUing XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh iV giYing all oXU 
Wime, mone\, eneUg\, eWc. Wo WhingV WhaW aUe going Wo eYenWXall\ SaVV aZa\. BXW VWoUing 
WUeaVXUe in God iV Wo inYeVW oXU Wime, mone\, eneUg\ inWo WhingV WhaW Zill laVW foUeYeU. And 
ZheUe Ze inYeVW WhoVe WhingV iV ZheUe oXU affecWionV Zill go. ThoVe Zill be Whe WhingV Ze 
caUe aboXW and WhingV WhaW dUiYe XV. ​If \oX VWoUe XS \oXU WUeaVXUe in Whe VWock maUkeW, 
\oXU heaUW iV going Wo be ZUaSSed XS in Whe VWock maUkeW. If \oX VWoUe XS \oXU WUeaVXUe in 
\oXU hoXVe, \oXU heaUW iV going Wo be ZUaSSed XS in \oXU hoXVe. If \oX VWoUe XS \oXU 
WUeaVXUe in \oXU kidV, \oXU heaUW iV going Wo be ZUaSSed XS in \oXU kidV. WheUeYeU \oX 
moVW conViVWenWl\ VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe, \oXU heaUW Zill naWXUall\ folloZ iW. So \oX can folloZ 
WhaW logic aV a meanV of changing \oXU affecWionV. Do \oX ZanW Wo caUe moUe aboXW 
kingdom WhingV? Do \oX ZanW Wo be moUe SaVVionaWe aboXW Whe WhingV WhaW God iV 
SaVVionaWe aboXW? SWaUW ³VWoUing XS \oXU WUeaVXUe´ in WhingV God caUeV aboXW. And aV \oX 
do, \oXU heaUW Zill go ZiWh iW. God Zill XVe WhaW SUoceVV Wo kniW \oXU heaUWV and \oXU 
SaVVionV WogeWheU ZiWh hiV. ​Look ZiWh me aW YeUVe 22: 
 

[22@ ³TKH H\H LV WKH ODPS RI WKH ERG\. SR, LI \RXU H\H LV KHDOWK\, \RXU ZKROH ERG\ 
ZLOO EH IXOO RI OLJKW, [23@ EXW LI \RXU H\H LV EDG, \RXU ZKROH ERG\ ZLOO EH IXOO RI 
GDUNQHVV. II WKHQ WKH OLJKW LQ \RX LV GDUNQHVV, KRZ JUHDW LV WKH GDUNQHVV! 
 

So JeVXV WUanViWionV inWo WhiV illXVWUaWion of an e\e. ​So WhiV SUobabl\ VoXndV a liWWle 
cU\SWic, bXW heUe'V Whe deal: in JeVXV' da\, "Whe e\e ​´ ZaV a Zidel\ XVed ShUaVe Wo UefeU Wo 
gUeed and geneUoViW\. If Vomeone had a ³good e\e,´ iW meanW Whe\ ZeUe a geneUoXV 
SeUVon. The\ gaYe Wo oWheUV in need. If Vomeone had a ³bad e\e´ oU ³eYil e\e,´ iW meanW 
Whe\ ZeUe gUeed\ and enYioXV. Someone Zho boWh loYed WheiU oZn mone\ and ZaV 
jealoXV of oWheUV Zho had ​VWXII​ Woo. And JeVXV dUaZV a VWUaighW line beWZeen WhaW gUeed 
and Vomeone¶V Zhole bod\ being fXll of daUkneVV. ThiV iV Whe ne[W UeaVon JeVXV Va\V Ze 
VhoXldn¶W VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh, iW Zill VhaSe Whe Za\ Ze YieZ eYeU\Whing. OXU Zhole 
life Zill be conVXmed b\ iW. We Vee e[amSleV of WhiV WhUoXghoXW hiVWoU\. Man\ ZaUV haYe 
been foXghW and ciYili]aWionV deVWUo\ed oYeU Whe SXUVXiW of ZealWh. The gUoZWh of Whe 
Roman emSiUe in a SXUVXiW of SoZeU lefW hXndUedV of WhoXVandV of SeoSle XndeU an 
oSSUeVViYe UXle. The BUiWiVh emSiUe oYeUWook and occXSied coXnWUieV all oYeU Whe ZoUld in 
a SXUVXiW of ZealWh and VWaWXV. The Ma\an ciYili]aWion, and man\ oWheU naWiYe AmeUican 
SeoSleV, deVWUo\ed becaXVe of Vomeone¶V SXUVXiW of ZealWh. PeoSle haYe been XWWeUl\ 
conVXmed b\ iW. We can Vee iW in UecenW hiVWoU\ Woo. John D. RockefelleU iV a SUeWW\ good 
e[amSle of iW I Whink. He¶V Veen aV one of Whe UicheVW SeoSle in modeUn hiVWoU\. AW Whe 
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heighW of hiV VXcceVV, hiV neW ZoUWh ZaV eTXiYalenW Wo 1% of Whe enWiUe US econom\. 
ThaW¶V an aVWUonomical amoXnW of mone\. WiWh all WhaW ZealWh and VXcceVV, he ZaV once 
aVked hoZ mXch mone\ iV enoXgh. He UeVSonded b\ Va\ing, ³jXVW a liWWle biW moUe.´ FUom 
eYeU\one elVe¶V SeUVSecWiYe, WhiV man had ​PDGH LW​. He had eYeU\Whing! BXW hiV life ZaV 
all aboXW mone\, and iW conWUolled him and dUoYe eYeU\ aVSecW of hiV life. ThiV 
maWeUialiVm, oU Whe idea WhaW ​VWXII ​and ​PRQH\​ and ​SRVVHVVLRQV​ aUe XlWimaWe, ZaV 
all-conVXming. BXW liVWen, WhiV iV noW e[clXViYe Wo Whe XlWUa-Uich. ThiV haSSenV eYeU\ da\, 
eYen if iW iV VomeWimeV moUe VXbWle. If mone\ and VXcceVV iV Whe SUimaU\ Whing \oX caUe 
aboXW, \oX Zill conVWanWl\ be looking foU neZ jobV ZiWh higheU Sa\, moYing fUom job Wo job, 
ciW\ Wo ciW\ in Whe SXUVXiW of ​PRUH ​. And \oX Zill end XS leaYing behind YalXable 
UelaWionVhiSV and oSSoUWXniWieV foU kingdom gUoZWh. IW Zill VhaSe eYeU\Whing aboXW hoZ 
\oX YieZ \oXU enWiUe life. ​In Y. 24 he'V jXVW going Wo Va\ Whe Vame Whing a VlighWl\ diffeUenW 
Za\: 
 

[24@ ³NR RQH FDQ VHUYH WZR PDVWHUV, IRU HLWKHU KH ZLOO KDWH WKH RQH DQG ORYH WKH 
RWKHU, RU KH ZLOO EH GHYRWHG WR WKH RQH DQG GHVSLVH WKH RWKHU. YRX FDQQRW VHUYH 
GRG DQG PRQH\. 

 
JeVXV iV dUaZing a VXSeU imSoUWanW conWUaVW WhaW I need eYeU\one Wo Vee. He¶V Va\ing 
God-moWiYaWed geneUoViW\ iV Whe oSSoViWe of gUeed. NoWice ZhaW he iVn¶W Va\ing WhoXgh: 
he iV noW Va\ing Whe oSSoViWe of gUeed iV SoYeUW\. IV iW ZUong Wo haYe a nice caU and a big 
hoXVe and a good Sa\ing job? AbVolXWel\ noW. ThoVe can all be fanWaVWic gifWV WhaW can be 
XVed Wo gloUif\ God and gUoZ hiV kingdom. BXW iV iW ZUong Wo YieZ haYing a nice caU and a 
big hoXVe and a good Sa\ing job aV being ZhaW \oX need Wo be VaWiVfied in life? JeVXV 
ZoXld Va\ Vo. He jXVW Vaid befoUe hoZ all WhoVe WhingV Zill SaVV aZa\ and be gone 
foUeYeU one da\. And he knoZV WhoVe WhingV Zill neYeU VaWiVf\. MaWeUialiVm and gUeed Zill 
QHYHU ​VaWiVf\, Whe\ jXVW fXel WhaW hXngeU. I Uead a VWaWiVWic Whe oWheU da\ WhaW Vaid on 
aYeUage acUoVV all income leYelV, moVW SeoSle Vaid Whe\ ZoXld need almoVW doXble ZhaW 
Whe\ cXUUenWl\ make and When Whe\¶d be haSS\. No one Zho chaVeV afWeU WhoVe WhingV 
geWV Wo a SoinW in life ZheUe Whe\ feel like Whe\¶Ye made iW. LiVWen, God¶V geneUoViW\ iV Whe 
cXUe foU gUeed, and iW¶V ZhaW Ze aUe called inWo aV folloZeUV of JeVXV. OXU liYeV Zill eiWheU 
be defined b\ God, oU defined b\ gUeed. IW¶V all oU noWhing, onl\ ​RQH ​ of WhoVe WhingV Zill 
UXle \oXU life. 

 
ThaW iV VWUong langXage. DoeV JeVXV Va\, ³\oX ​VKRXOG ​ noW VeUYe God and mone\´? DoeV 
he Va\, ³he\, I knoZ \oX¶Ue VWill Wo\ing ZiWh hoZ mXch \oX VhoXld be deYoWed Wo me and 
all Whe oWheU VWXff \oX¶Ye goW going on«´? No, he Va\V, ³\oX ​caQQRW​.´ IW¶V acWXall\ VXSeU 
inWeUeVWing UighW heUe Whe ZoUdV he XVeV. In Whe oUiginal langXage he XVeV Whe ZoUd 
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³mammon.´ IW¶V noW a caVXal ZoUd foU caVh. ThiV ZoUd acWXall\ ​SHUVRQLILHV​ ZealWh. IW 
deVcUibeV WhiV aV VomeWhing Wo be WUXVWed in, Wo haYe faiWh in. A SVeXdo-VSiUiWXal foUce of 
VoUWV. JeVXV iV deVcUibing iW fXncWionall\ aV a UiYal god. ThaW iV VeUioXVl\ VWUong langXage. 
And Wo be honeVW, I Ueall\ ZiVh he didn¶W Va\ iW. I ZiVh JeVXV jXVW Vaid VomeWhing like, ³be 
caUefXl aUoXnd mone\, iW can be WemSWing.´ I can geW on boaUd ZiWh WhaW. OU ma\be, ³WU\ 
noW Wo focXV Vo mXch on mone\.´ I can do WhaW oka\. No, he doeVn¶W deVcUibe mone\ aV 
being neXWUal. He deVcUibeV iW aV VomeWhing WhaW Zill demand \oXU loYe and WUXVW. JeVXV 
Va\V \​oX can eiWheU WUXVW God foU life and jo\, oU \oX can WUXVW mone\ foU life and jo\. YoX 
can eiWheU deSend on God, oU \oX can deSend on ZheUeYeU \oXU WUeaVXUe iV VWoUed. And 
Vo ne[W, JeVXV moYeV inWo ZhaW Zill haSSen if \oX WUXVW in \oXU WUeaVXUe on eaUWh: ZoUU\.  
 
MoVW of m\ life I feel like I¶Ye been WaXghW YeUVeV 19-24 Walk aboXW mone\, and YeUVeV 
25-34 Walk aboXW ZoUU\, aV if Whe\¶Ue diffeUenW WoSicV. BXW in UealiW\, Whe ne[W Whing JeVXV 
Va\V iV jXVW a conWinXaWion of WhoXghW. He VWaUWed off Welling XV Wo VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe in 
HeaYen, When he ZaUnV againVW VWoUing XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh. And Vo faU he¶V Wold XV one 
UeaVon iV WhaW iW¶V YXlneUable. He¶V alVo Wold XV WhaW iW Zill UXn oXU liYeV if WhaW¶V ZhaW Ze 
do. And Whe ne[W YeUVe he WellV XV a WhiUd and incUedibl\ VignificanW effecW. Look aW YeUVe 
25: 
 

[25@ ³TKHUHIRUH I WHOO \RX, GR QRW EH DQ[LRXV DERXW \RXU OLIH, ZKDW \RX ZLOO HDW RU 
ZKDW \RX ZLOO GULQN, QRU DERXW \RXU ERG\, ZKDW \RX ZLOO SXW RQ. IV QRW OLIH PRUH WKDQ 
IRRG, DQG WKH ERG\ PRUH WKDQ FORWKLQJ?  
 

JeVXV comeV UighW oXW and Va\V iW. He Va\V if \oX VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe on EaUWh, \oX Zill 
ZRUU\​ aboXW iW. YoX¶ll be an[ioXV aboXW iW. BecaXVe iW¶V YXlneUable on EaUWh and becaXVe 
iW Zill conWUol ZhaW \oX Whink aboXW and do, Whe UeVSonVe Zill be ZoUU\. TheUe aUe all kindV 
of VWXdieV oXW WheUe on ZoUU\ and an[ieW\. And do \oX knoZ ZhaW moVW SeoSle Vaid ZaV 
Whe nXmbeU one VoXUce? Mone\. ​I¶ll leW \oX in on a liWWle biW of m\ life. In geneUal, and I 
feel like moVW SeoSle Zho knoZ me Zell ZoXld agUee, I am noW an an[ioXV SeUVon. I¶m 
mXch moUe of a ³go ZiWh Whe floZ´ W\Se and Vee ZheUe iW WakeV XV, and ZheUeYeU Ze end 
XS, I gXeVV WhaW¶V ZheUe Ze¶Ue going. I don¶W feel ZoUU\ ofWen. AV long aV Ze don¶W Walk 
aboXW mone\. AV Voon aV m\ mind goeV Wo financeV, I VWaUW Ueeling. I fi[aWe on iW, I VWUeVV 
aboXW iW, I¶m conVXmed ZiWh Whinking aboXW iW. I Whink aboXW ZhaW mighW haSSen if WhiV Whing 
SoSV XS, oU ZhaW if ​WKDW​ haSSenV. I feel a Sh\Viological UeVSonVe in m\ bod\. M\ heaUW 
UaWe goeV XS, m\ SalmV geW VZeaW\. And WhaW iVn¶W a coincidence. I haYe WhiV deeS 
XndeUl\ing feeling of ZanWing Wo be ³oka\´ in life becaXVe ​I ​made me oka\. BecaXVe ​I 
Wook caUe of m\Velf. BecaXVe ​P\​ VXcceVV meanW I coXld do ZhaW I ZanWed Zhen I 
ZanWed, and SeoSle coXld Vee me aV being VWUong becaXVe of iW. BecaXVe I had Whe 
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mone\ Wo do iW. And Zhen I VWaUW Wo Whink aboXW all Whe Za\V WhaW mighW ​QRW ​haSSen, WhaW 
an[ieW\ hiWV like a Won of bUickV. And iW¶V VomeWhing I haYe Wo conVWanWl\ fighW againVW. ​ThiV 
iV e[acWl\ ZhaW JeVXV haV been Walking aboXW.  
 
HeUe¶V Whe SUinciSle JeVXV iV Walking aboXW: ​\RX ZRUU\ PRVW abRXW ZhaW \RX WUeaVXUe 
PRVW​.​ LeW me VhoZ \oX hoZ iW coXld VhoZ XS in \oXU life. If \oX ZoUU\ moVW aboXW \oXU 
job, \oXU job SeUfoUmance, \oXU UelaWionVhiSV ZiWh colleagXeV and \oXU boVV, WhaW 
SUobabl\ meanV ZhaW \oX WUeaVXUe moVW in life iV \oXU job oU caUeeU. If \oX ZoUU\ moVW 
aboXW \oXU UelaWionVhiS VWaWXV, aboXW Zho \oX aUe going Wo daWe, hoZ \oX aUe going Wo 
daWe, ​LI ​\oX aUe going Wo daWe oU geW maUUied, \oXU WUeaVXUe iV SUobabl\ in UomanWic 
UelaWionVhiSV. If \oX ZoUU\ moVW aboXW \oXU kidV, hoZ Whe\¶ll WXUn oXW, Zho WheiU fUiendV 
aUe, ZhaW Vchool Whe\ go Wo, WheiU gUadeV, \oXU WUeaVXUe iV SUobabl\ in \oXU kidV. If \oX 
ZoUU\ moVW aboXW \oXU aSSeaUance, aboXW ZUinkleV, aboXW cXUUenW VW\le, aboXW gUe\ haiU, 
aboXW bodieV changing, iW¶V SUobabl\ WhaW \oXU WUeaVXUe iV in \oXWh oU \oXU aSSeaUance. If 
\oX ZoUU\ moVW aboXW ZhaW SeoSle Whink aboXW \oX, Whe WhingV SeoSle mighW Va\ aboXW 
\oX, Whe image \oX SoUWUa\ in fUonW of SeoSle, iW coXld be WhaW \oXU WUeaVXUe iV in \oXU 
UeSXWaWion. So if \oX ZanW Wo do VomeWhing aboXW \oXU ZoUU\, Whe fiUVW Whing \oX need Wo 
do iV WUace iW back Wo ZhaW \oX WUeaVXUe. So Whe moUe \oX ³VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe´ in WhingV on 
eaUWh, Whe moUe \oX Zill ZoUU\, becaXVe all WhoVe WhingV Zill be YXlneUable.  BXW JeVXV 
giYeV XV an alWeUnaWiYe Za\ of life. KeeS Ueading ZiWh me: 
 

[26@ LRRN DW WKH ELUGV RI WKH DLU: WKH\ QHLWKHU VRZ QRU UHDS QRU JDWKHU LQWR EDUQV, 
DQG \HW \RXU KHDYHQO\ FDWKHU IHHGV WKHP. AUH \RX QRW RI PRUH YDOXH WKDQ WKH\? 
[27@ AQG ZKLFK RI \RX E\ EHLQJ DQ[LRXV FDQ DGG D VLQJOH KRXU WR KLV VSDQ RI OLIH? 
[28@ AQG ZK\ DUH \RX DQ[LRXV DERXW FORWKLQJ? CRQVLGHU WKH OLOLHV RI WKH ILHOG, KRZ 
WKH\ JURZ: WKH\ QHLWKHU WRLO QRU VSLQ, [29@ \HW I WHOO \RX, HYHQ SRORPRQ LQ DOO KLV 
JORU\ ZDV QRW DUUD\HG OLNH RQH RI WKHVH. [30@ BXW LI GRG VR FORWKHV WKH JUDVV RI WKH 
ILHOG, ZKLFK WRGD\ LV DOLYH DQG WRPRUURZ LV WKURZQ LQWR WKH RYHQ, ZLOO KH QRW PXFK 
PRUH FORWKH \RX, O \RX RI OLWWOH IDLWK? [31@ TKHUHIRUH GR QRW EH DQ[LRXV, VD\LQJ, 
µWKDW VKDOO ZH HDW?¶ RU µWKDW VKDOO ZH GULQN?¶ RU µWKDW VKDOO ZH ZHDU?¶ [32@ FRU WKH 
GHQWLOHV VHHN DIWHU DOO WKHVH WKLQJV, DQG \RXU KHDYHQO\ FDWKHU NQRZV WKDW \RX 
QHHG WKHP DOO. [33@ BXW VHHN ILUVW WKH NLQJGRP RI GRG DQG KLV ULJKWHRXVQHVV, DQG 
DOO WKHVH WKLQJV ZLOO EH DGGHG WR \RX. 
 

NoZ iW mighW be eaV\ Wo Whink JeVXV iV Va\ing, ³he\ don¶W ZoUU\, eYeU\Whing Zill be fine 
and \oXU life Zill ZoUk oXW!´ TheUe aUe millionV of SeoSle in Whe ZoUld Woda\ and 
WhUoXghoXW hiVWoU\ Zho ZoXld laXgh in \oXU face if \oX Wold Whem folloZing JeVXV meanW 
eYeU\Whing in \oXU life ZoXld be fine and dand\. Some ZoXld SUobabl\ do moUe Whan 
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laXgh. OXU AmeUican cXlWXUe iV Vo deeSl\ ingUained ZiWh and bXilW on WhiV comfoUW idol WhaW 
Ze haYe Whe aXdaciW\ Wo Whink oXU VWXff and oXU mone\ Zill make eYeU\Whing oka\. ThaW 
Ze Zill be Vafe and VecXUe ZiWhoXW a caUe in Whe ZoUld. We Uead WhiV SaVVage and Whink, 
³be like Whe biUdV, be like Whe floZeUV, Whe\¶Ue noW VWUeVVed and eYeU\Whing ZoUkV oXW oka\ 
foU Whem.´ BiUdV geW killed all Whe Wime! When¶V Whe laVW Wime \oX ZenW Wo Chick-Fil-A, \oX 
Whink eYeU\Whing ZaV jXVW Seach\ foU all WhoVe biUdV? JeVXV eYen Va\V in WhiV SaVVage 
WhaW floZeUV aUe heUe Woda\ and WomoUUoZ WhUoZn inWo Whe oYen. ThaW doeVn¶W VoXnd like 
he¶V Va\ing eYeU\Whing Zill be SeUfecW and eaV\. He¶V noW XVing Whe biUdV and Whe floZeUV 
aV e[amSleV of VafeW\ and VecXUiW\, he¶V XVing Whem aV e[amSleV of a life fUee fUom ZoUU\ 
and an[ieW\. BiUdV don¶W an[ioXVl\ VWoUe XS moUe Whan Whe\ need. LilieV don¶W an[ioXVl\ 
accXmXlaWe cloWheV foU WhemVelYeV. The\ ZoUk foU ZhaW Whe\ need noZ, and Whe\ WUXVW 
God foU Whe UeVW. 
 
IW¶V Ueall\ imSoUWanW Wo noWice heUe, JeVXV iVn¶W ​MXVW ​Welling XV Wo noW ZoUU\. He doeVn¶W jXVW 
leaYe iW aW WhaW. He¶V noW Va\ing ³he\, \oX VhoXldn¶W caUe aboXW \oXU job oU UelaWionVhiSV 
oU \oXU famil\, jXVW chill.´ He WellV XV Wo ​UHSODFH ​ oXU ZoUU\ aboXW WhingV on EaUWh ZiWh a 
conceUn foU WhingV in Whe kingdom of God. JeVXV iV Va\ing in Slain WeUmV WhaW \oX ZoUU\ 
aboXW ZhaW \oX ZoUVhiS. So ZhaW iV Whe alWeUnaWiYe? 
 
JeVXV Va\V in YeUVe 33 oXU ​ZRUVKLS ​ VhoXld be going Wo Whe kingdom of God. He WellV XV 
³Veek fiUVW Whe kingdom of God.´ He Va\V Wo focXV oXU mind, oXU Wime, oXU eneUg\, oXU 
UeVoXUceV on WhingV WhaW aUe in line ZiWh God¶V heaUW and God¶V kingdom. And he Va\V 
VomeWhing Ueall\ inWeUeVWing haSSenV Zhen Ze do. He Va\V ³all WheVe WhingV Vhall be 
added Wo \oX.´ IW can be eaV\ Wo Whink ZhaW JeVXV iV Va\ing iV WhaW if \oX folloZ him, he¶ll 
giYe \oX ​VWXII​. ThiV idea WhaW Whe moUe Ze do foU God, Whe moUe he oZeV XV. ThaW iV 
ceUWainl\ noW ZhaW JeVXV iV Va\ing heUe. WhaW he¶V Va\ing iV faU moUe beaXWifXl Whan WhaW. 
He¶V Va\ing if Ze don¶W look Wo WhingV heUe on EaUWh Wo VaWiVf\ and define XV, mone\, 
UelaWionVhiSV, SoSXlaUiW\, \oXWh, all WhoVe WhingV, bXW inVWead look Wo God¶V kingdom, 
VomeWhing incUedible haSSenV. We can find UeVW. We can find VaWiVfacWion. We can find 
Seace. We can find ​IUHHGRP​. And Zhen Ze find WhoVe WhingV in ChUiVW, he fUeeV XV XS Wo 
be able Wo acWXall\ enjo\ WhoVe SaUWV of hiV cUeaWion. All WhoVe WhingV can jXVW be ​WKLQJV​. 
And iW alVo giYeV XV a neZ lenV Wo YieZ life. JeVXV WellV XV inVWead of VWoUing XS and 
ZoUU\ing aboXW WhingV foU oXUVelYeV, Ze aUe able Wo UediUecW oXU aWWenWion and oXU 
affecWionV and oXU UeVoXUceV Wo Whe WhingV Whe LoUd caUeV aboXW. We can VWoUe XS 
WUeaVXUe in HeaYen. 
 
NoZ aW WhiV SoinW, if \oX¶Ue an\Whing like me \oX mighW be Whinking, ³WhaW VoXndV gUeaW, 
ZhaW doeV WhaW eYen look like?´ So I ZanW Wo ZUaS XS Woda\ giYing \oX Vome SUacWical 
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e[amSleV of ZhaW I Whink iW lookV like Wo ³VWoUe XS WUeaVXUe in heaYen.´ When I fiUVW VWaUWed 
ZoUking on ZUiWing WhiV, in m\ head Whe SUacWical aSSlicaWion ZaV jXVW ³VSend leVV mone\ 
on me and moUe on oWheUV.´ And WhaW¶V noW neceVVaUil\ an incoUUecW aSSlicaWion. BXW I 
Whink iW¶V faU Woo limiWed Whe moUe I Whink aboXW iW. IW¶V biggeU Whan WhaW. If \oX¶Ue a 
noWe-WakeU I aVVXme \oX¶Ue Uead\ Wo geW WhiV VWXff doZn, bXW if \oX¶Ue noW, I ZoXld 
encoXUage \oX Wo geW oXWVide \oXU bo[ foU a minXWe and acWXall\ ZUiWe Vome of WhiV doZn, 
becaXVe I Whink iW¶V VXSeU imSoUWanW. AV abVWUacW of an idea aV Vome of WhiV mighW Veem, 
WheUe aUe incUedibl\ SUacWical aSSlicaWionV. The fiUVW, and aUgXabl\ moVW imSoUWanW, VWeS iV 
Wo inYiWe oWheU SeoSle in. ConfeVV \oXU ZoUUieV and an[ieWieV Wo \oXU LifeGUoXS. If \oX¶Ue 
noW in a LifeGUoXS, VWeS one iV Wo geW in one. Be honeVW aboXW \oXU ZoUUieV and inYiWe 
oWheU SeoSle Wo VSeak inWo ZheUe \oXU WUeaVXUe mighW be. ​I menWioned Vome of m\ 
WendencieV eaUlieU, bXW \oX can aVk m\ Zife oU gX\V in m\ LifeGUoXS and Whe\ can 
SUobabl\ Well \oX one of Whe WhingV I ZoUU\ moVW aboXW iV caUV. I haWe caU UeSaiUV, and iW 
jXVW VeemV like I need Whe moVW oXW of an\one I¶Ye eYeU meW. And Ueall\ ZhaW WhaW goeV 
back Wo iV Whe mone\ VWXff I Walked aboXW eaUlieU. I ZanW Wo feel VecXUe and Vafe and Waken 
caUe of and I ZanW Wo be able Wo do iW m\Velf! And Zhen caUV bUeak doZn oU need UeSaiUV, 
iW WhUeaWenV WhaW VecXUiW\. M\ WUeaVXUe iV ofWen in m\ oZn abiliW\ and Zhen Whe UealiW\ WhaW I 
can¶W conWUol eYeU\ ViWXaWion VinkV in, Whe ZoUU\ VZellV. And I haYe Wo confeVV WhaW Wo 
SeoSle and Whe\ geW Wo VSeak WUXWh inWo m\ life Wo VhoZ me ZheUe m\ WUeaVXUe VhoXld 
Ueall\ be. ​ThaW one iV SUeWW\ VWUaighWfoUZaUd, UighW? We Va\ iW all Whe Wime: leW oWheU SeoSle 
in. Be honeVW, liYe in Whe lighW. The oWheU SUacWical VWeSV can Veem moUe difficXlW, becaXVe 
oWheU Whan jXVW Walking Wo oWheU SeoSle, Ze need Wo acWXall\ liVWen Wo Whem and Wo Whe Hol\ 
SSiUiW.  
 
One of Whe fiUVW indicaWoUV I menWioned eaUlieU iV WhaW \oXU VWandaUd of liYing aV a folloZeU 
of JeVXV VhoXld look maUkedl\ diffeUenW Whan WhaW of oWheUV in \oXU Vame income bUackeW. 
If \oX¶Ue VWoUing XS WUeaVXUe in heaYen, \oX¶Ue deYoWing leVV Wo \oXUVelf Whan \oX coXld. 
YoX aUe going oXW of \oXU Za\ and making SeUVonal VacUificeV foU Whe kingdom of God. 
AnoWheU SUacWical iV acWiYel\ Veeking oXW needV aUoXnd \oX. Who in \oXU LifeGUoXS oU 
\oXU ZoUkSlace oU \oXU commXniW\ iV in need in Vome Za\? GiYe Wo helS. IV Vomeone 
VWUXggling Wo Sa\ UenW? IV Vomeone SXWWing off caU UeSaiUV becaXVe Whe\ haYe Wo decide 
beWZeen WhaW and gUoceUieV? Did Vomeone haYe an Xne[SecWed bill WhaW haV become a 
bXUden? Seek oXW WhoVe SeoSle and WhoVe oSSoUWXniWieV. Ma\be WhoVe ViWXaWionV aUen¶W 
immediaWel\ in fUonW of \oX, bXW \oX can bXdgeW foU Zhen Whe\ come. HaYe a geneUoViW\ 
line in \oXU bXdgeW. An amoXnW of mone\ WhaW \oX knoZ eYeU\ monWh geWV VeW aVide foU 
Vomeone elVe. YoX ma\ noW knoZ Zho iW iV, bXW \oX SUa\eUfXll\ VeW iW aVide knoZing WhaW 
Whe Vole SXUSoVe of WhaW mone\ iV Wo go Wo Vomeone oU VomeWhing elVe. And I gXaUanWee 
WheUe iV alZa\V VomeZheUe Wo XVe WhaW mone\. AVk an\one Zho bXdgeWV foU geneUoViW\ 
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and Whe\ Zill Well \oX WhaW mone\ alZa\V haV a XVe. Find an oUgani]aWion WhaW iV doing 
ama]ing ZoUk in \oXU ciW\ oU in Whe ZoUld and inYeVW in iW. Do ZiWh \oXU acWionV and 
UeVoXUceV ZhaW \oX SUofeVV ZiWh \oXU moXWh. And on WoS of bXdgeWing foU geneUoViW\, 
accoUding Wo VcUiSWXUe aV folloZeUV of JeVXV Zho aUe SaUW of a local chXUch, Ze VhoXld be 
WiWhing. We VhoXld be giYing Wo Whe local chXUch Wo helS adYance God¶V kingdom and Whe 
ZoUk he iV doing in oXU commXniW\. And I WoWall\ geW WhaW feelV XncomfoUWable VomeWimeV. 
³YoX mean I¶m VXSSoVed Wo liYe life aW a loZeU VWandaUd Whan I coXld jXVW Vo I can giYe 
mone\ aZa\?!´ JeVXV ZoXld Va\ Vo. And Whe UeaVon foU iW iV ZhaW Ze¶Ye been Walking 
aboXW WhiV Zhole Wime. IW¶V noW Vo Whe chXUch can geW Uich, iW¶V noW Vo SeoSle don¶W haYe Wo 
SXW in effoUW in life becaXVe oWheUV Zill Wake caUe of WhingV, iW¶V noW Wo make \oXU life 
haUdeU. All of WhiV iV becaXVe folloZeUV of JeVXV haYe been VaYed b\ gUace Ze didn¶W 
deVeUYe. And WhaW ValYaWion giYeV XV an aVVXUance and a hoSe foU Whe fXWXUe. A hoSe 
biggeU and beWWeU Whan an\Whing Ze can do foU oXUVelYeV. A hoSe WhaW WUanVcendV all of 
Whe ZoUUieV of WhiV life. ThaW¶V ZhaW Ze geW Wo inYeVW in. We geW Wo liYe oXW of a 
goVSel-moWiYaWed geneUoViW\ becaXVe Ze knoZ Ze haYe an aVVXUance in ChUiVW. And I 
loYe hoZ JeVXV endV hiV WhoXghW. He Va\V: 
 

[34@ TKHUHIRUH GR QRW EH DQ[LRXV DERXW WRPRUURZ, IRU WRPRUURZ ZLOO EH DQ[LRXV IRU 
LWVHOI. SXIILFLHQW IRU WKH GD\ LV LWV RZQ WURXEOH. 

 
OXU hoSe in Whe fXWXUe moWiYaWeV acWion in Whe SUeVenW. We geW Wo look foU Za\V Wo acWiYel\ 
SXW Whe goVSel on diVSla\ heUe and noZ. WiWhoXW ZoUU\ing aboXW Whe fXWXUe. Think aboXW 
Whe incUedibl\ beaXWifXl imSlicaWionV of WhaW! Think aboXW ZhaW Ze coXld do aV a 
commXniW\ if Ze inYeVWed in Whe kingdom of God ​ULJKW QRZ ​. When Ze aUen¶W conVXmed b\ 
Whe WUoXbleV of WomoUUoZ becaXVe Ze¶Ye VWoUed XS WUeaVXUe on eaUWh, Ze can join ZiWh 
God and hiV SeoSle in making hiV kingdom moUe of a UealiW\. 
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