
SLJQV RI UQGHUVWaQGLQJ WKH KLQJGRP (13:51-58)
Good Wo Vee eYeU\bod\ WhiV moUning. If \oX haYe a bible, go ZiWh me in Whem Wo MaWWheZ
13. Toda\ Ze¶Ue going Wo ZUap Xp WhiV inVWallmenW of oXU VWXd\ WhUoXgh Whe book of
MaWWheZ, bXW befoUe Ze geW WheUe, I ZanWed Wo Wake jXVW a biW of oXU Wime Wo Walk WhUoXgh
Whe laWeVW COVID-19 deYelopmenWV. AV moVW of \oX pUobabl\ heaUd, WhiV TXeVda\, Whe
CDC XpdaWed Vome of WheiU gXidance and UecommendaWionV foU COVID-19. MoVW
VignificanWl\, Whe\ aUe QRZ UHFRPPHQGLQJ WKaW HYHQ YaFFLQaWHG SHRSOH ZHaU PaVNV
LQ SXEOLF, LQGRRU VHWWLQJV. FUom ZhaW I¶Ye Uead, WhiV gXidance iV Wo ³ma[imi]e
pUoWecWion´ againVW Whe neZ DelWa YaUianW VWUain of COVID, and Wo gXaUd againVW poVVibl\
WUanVmiWWing iW Wo oWheUV. The CDC iV doing WheiU beVW Wo UeVpond Wo daWa WhaW iV
deYeloping and changing in Ueal-Wime, and offeU gXidance baVed on WhaW.

So heUe¶V ZhaW Ze knoZ Vo faU. AW WhiV poinW, WheUe iV oYeUZhelming eYidence WhaW being
YaccinaWed pUoWecWV \oX Ueall\ Zell againVW being infecWed. While WheUe haYe been caVeV
of fXll\ YaccinaWed people geWWing Vick, WhoVe caVeV haYe been oYeUZhelmingl\ mild, and
haUdl\ eYeU lead Wo hoVpiWali]aWion oU Wo deaWh. ThaW coXld alZa\V change, of coXUVe, bXW
aV of noZ, WhaW¶V ZhaW Whe daWa VhoZV. WKLFK PHaQV, HVVHQWLaOO\, PaVN-ZHaULQJ
SURWHFWV vaccinated SHRSOH aJaLQVW PLOG, cold-OLNH V\PSWRPV, aQG SURWHFWV PaLQO\
unvaccinated SHRSOH IURP VHYHUH LOOQHVV aQG KRVSLWaOL]aWLRQ.

ThaW Vaid, WheUe iV a mXch moUe effective opWion oXW WheUe foU XnYaccinaWed people if Whe\
ZanW pUoWecWion againVW being infecWed: and WhaW¶V getting vaccinated. TheUe aUe of coXUVe
Vome people Zho can¶t be YaccinaWed (mainl\ childUen), bXW foU an\one and eYeU\one
elVe, if \oX ZanW Wo geW YaccinaWed, \oX can liWeUall\ VeW Xp an appoinWmenW Woda\ and geW
iW done.

One Whing WhaW haV been YeU\ encoXUaging Wo me peUVonall\ iV WhaW IURP ZKaW I NQRZ, a
PaMRULW\ RI SHRSOH LQ RXU FKXUFK KaYH EHHQ YaFFLQaWHG aOUHaG\. ThaW isn¶t Whe caVe in
oXU aUea aV a Zhole, and foU ZhaWeYeU UeaVon, WendV noW Wo be Whe caVe foU ChUiVWianV
and eYangelicalV aV a Zhole, bXW iW doeV Veem Wo be Whe caVe ZiWh oXU chXUch. In facW, in
geneUal, \oX all haYe been a gUeaW model WhUoXghoXW Whe paVW Vi[Ween monWhV of being
incUedibl\ agUeeable, and YeU\ VacUificial in hoZ \oX UeVponded Wo all of WhiV. WheUeaV
man\ in oXU coXnWU\ haYe WXUned WhiV Zhole Whing inWo a poliWical VhoZdoZn, \oX all haYe
moVWl\ jXVW qXieWl\ VeUYed and loYed \oXU neighboU b\ ZeaUing maVkV, oU geWWing
YaccinaWed, oU ZhaWeYeU \oX¶Ye been aVked Wo do.

And in paUW becaXVe of WhaW poVWXUe in \oX, heUe¶V ZheUe Ze¶Ue aW in UegaUdV Wo WhiV neZ
CDC gXidance. (We had planned«) WH aV a FKXUFK aUH JRLQJ WR HFKR WKH CDC LQ
UHFRPPHQGLQJ WKaW \RX ZHaU a PaVN, YaFFLQaWHG RU QRW, EXW ZH aUHQ¶W JRLQJ WR
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PaNH LW mandator\. We Zon¶W VWand aW Whe dooU and inViVW WhaW \oX ZeaU a maVk in oUdeU
Wo aWWend. OXU paVWoUV and VWaff Zill ZeaU Whem e[cepW foU Zhen Whe\¶Ue on VWage. OXU CiW\
KidV YolXnWeeUV Zill conWinXe ZeaUing Whem, becaXVe Whe kidV Whe\¶Ue VeUYing can¶t geW
YaccinaWed. If \oX¶Ue not YaccinaWed, \oX VhoXld already be ZeaUing a maVk Zhen \oX
aWWend. BXW Ze¶Ue noW going Wo mandaWe WhaW eYeU\one ZeaU Whem. We¶ll leaYe WhaW Xp Wo
\oX. NoZ WhaW Vaid, if Whe daWa changeV VignificanWl\, oU if Ze haYe an inVWance of
commXniW\ VpUead happen aW oXU GaWheUingV, Ze YeU\ Zell ma\ haYe Wo UeconVideU WhaW
polic\. BXW foU noZ, WhaW¶V ZheUe Ze¶ll leaYe iW. Make VenVe?

So I¶ll jXVW end heUe: if \oX haven¶t \eW been YaccinaWed, I ZoXld jXVW aVk \oX Wo pleaVe
conVideU being YaccinaWed. MoVW people ZoXld loYe noWhing moUe Whan Wo pXW WhiV Zhole
oUdeal behind XV, and Vo faU, all Whe daWa poinWV Wo YaccinaWion and heUd immXniW\ aV Whe
beVW Za\ Wo make WhaW happen. So WhaW¶V m\ aVk. If \oX chooVe noW Wo, WhaW¶V \oXU choice,
bXW I ZoXld aVk \oX Wo conVideU iW. Ma\be \oX Whink I¶m jXVW Va\ing WhaW becaXVe Bill
GaWeV Wold me Wo and he¶V WU\ing Wo Wake oYeU Whe ZoUld. And he did offeU me $100 billion
dollaUV \eVWeUda\ bXW I don¶W Whink iW¶V UelaWed.

So if \oX haYe qXeVWionV on hoZ oU Zh\ Ze made WhaW deciVion, feel fUee Wo Ueach oXW Wo
XV, bXW WhaW¶V Whe plan foU noZ. SoXnd good? Oka\. All of that Vaid, I ZoXld loYe Wo noW Walk
aboXW COVID an\moUe and inVWead Walk aboXW MaWWheZ. So leW¶V geW Wo Whe Weaching. If
\oX¶Ue neZ aUoXnd heUe, Ze haYe been VWXd\ing WhUoXgh Whe book of MaWWheZ foU Whe
paVW VeYeUal monWhV VWUaighW, and foU Whe paVW \eaU on and off. And in this chapWeU of
MaWWheZ, chapWeU 13, JeVXV haV VpenW almoVW all of hiV Wime Welling parables aboXW Whe
kingdom: WheVe VhoUW VWoUieV WhaW ZeUe meanW Wo illXVWUaWe aVpecWV of ZhaW life ZiWh God iV
like.

BXW WheVe paUableV alVo VeUYed Wo separate WhoVe Zho XndeUVWood and liYed inWo WhaW
kind of life, fUom WhoVe Zho didn¶t. And Woda\, aV Ze bUing chapWeU 13 Wo a cloVe, WhingV
aUe going Wo conWinXe in WhaW Yein. WH¶UH JRLQJ WR JHW a SaUaEOH IURP JHVXV WKaW
H[SOaLQV ZKaW LW ORRNV OLNH ZKHQ a SHUVRQ understands ZKaW WKH NLQJGRP LV aOO
aERXW, aQG WKHQ a VWRU\ IURP MattheZ aERXW ZKaW LW ORRNV OLNH ZKHQ SHRSOH don¶t.

So leW¶V diYe in and Vee ZhaW Ze can leaUn. SWaUWing in Y. 51:

[51] ³Have you understood all these things?´ Jesus asked (Vpeaking aW WhiV poinW
Wo jXVW hiV diVcipleV. ³Yes,´ they replied.

So UemembeU: WhUoXghoXW chapWeU 13, JeVXV haV Wold qXiWe a feZ paUableV. And aW leaVW
Whe bulk of Whem ZeUe Wold Wo Whe cUoZd aV a whole. NoZ you and I, the readers, aUe
foUWXnaWe in WhaW MaWWheZ, haV woven in foU XV explanations WhaW JeVXV gaYe Whe diVcipleV
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afWeU Whe facW. We eVVenWiall\ geW Whe cheat sheet foU XndeUVWanding WheVe paUableV. BXW
\oX haYe Wo UemembeU WhaW WKH RYHUZKHOPLQJ majorit\ RI WKH SHRSOH ZKR KHaUG
JHVXV WHaFK LQ SaUaEOHV GLGQ¶W get WKRVH H[SOaQaWLRQV at all. FoU moVW people, Whe\
jXVW VhoZed Xp, JeVXV goW Xp WheUe, Wold a Veemingl\ Uandom VWoU\ aboXW VeedV oU Voil oU
bUead oU fiVh...and When Zalked off (³Whank \oX foU coming Wo m\ TED Talk´). And WhoVe
people ZeUe lefW going ³Xmmmm«.oka\? WhaW ZaV that all aboXW?´ The paUableV had a
Wendenc\ Wo be incUedibl\ confXVing Wo moVW people.

And becaXVe WhaW ZaV Whe Wendenc\, JeVXV aW WhiV poinW ZanWV Wo make VXUe WhaW aW leaVW
hiV disciples do XndeUVWand ZhaW he ZaV Va\ing. So he WXUnV and aVkV Whem ³haYe you
XndeUVWood WheVe WhingV?´ To Zhich WheiU anVZeU iV: ³YeV, Ze XndeUVWand«moVWl\
becaXVe \oX e[plained iW all Wo XV in deWail, bXW \eV±Ze XndeUVWand.´ So When JeVXV doeV
ZhaW Ze pUobabl\ VhoXld¶Ye all Veen coming: he WellV one more paUable. ThiV one iV a
paUable about Whe diVcipleV¶ abiliW\ Wo XndeUVWand paUableV. So iW¶V a YeU\ meta paUable.
So leW¶V Uead iW:

[52] He said to them, ³Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of
his storeroom new treasures as well as old.´

Oka\. So befoUe Ze aWWempW Wo Xnpack ZhaW WhiV paUable meanV, I need Wo giYe a
diVclaimeU. In VWXd\ing Xp on WhiV paVVage Whe paVW VeYeUal ZeekV, I conVXlWed a WoWal of
eighW commenWaUieV on MaWWheZ and on Whe paUableV of JeVXV. And WhaW¶V noW a bUag
aboXW hoZ VmaUW I am±iW¶V a VWaWemenW aboXW pUeciVel\ hoZ confused I ZaV b\ WhiV
paUable. And in Whe eight WhaW I looked aW, WheUe ZaV baVicall\ zero consensus on ZhaW
e[acWl\ JeVXV meanW b\ WhiV paUable. Some of Whem VWaWe confidently one Whing WhaW iW
meanV, and When one oU WZo oWheUV ZoXld Va\ WhaW WhaW meaning ZaV UidicXloXV and
ZUong. And When oWheUV ZoXld jXVW VWaWe WhUee Wo fiYe poVVible e[planaWionV and When Va\
³Ze¶Ue pUeWW\ VXUe JeVXV meanW one of WheVe fiYe WhingV. Good lXck Wo \oX.´

So all WhaW Wo Va\, I¶m noW gonna VWand Xp heUe Woda\ and pUeWend Wo be able Wo do
VomeWhing WhaW aW leaVW eighW people ZiWh moUe bible degUeeV Whan me couldn¶t do. SoUU\
if \oX e[pecWed Vomeone VmaUWeU and moUe confidenW. BXW heUe¶V ZhaW I am going Wo do:
I¶m going Wo giYe \oX ZhaW I Whink iV Whe best e[planaWion of WhiV paUable WhaW I Uead. And
eYen if WhiV isn¶t ZhaW JeVXV meanW b\ this paUable, iW iV noneWheleVV a WUXe idea WaXghW
elVeZheUe in Whe ScUipWXUeV. So ZoUVW caVe VcenaUio, \oX Zalk oXW of heUe haYing leaUned
and UemembeUed a WUXe Whing fUom Whe bible±jXVW noW a WUXe Whing fUom WhiV paUWicXlaU
paVVage. I figXUe if I¶m gonna miss, WhaW¶V Whe UighW diUecWion Wo miVV in. FaiU?
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Oka\. So JeVXV¶ paUable heUe iV aboXW a ³WeacheU of Whe laZ´ Zho becomeV ³a diVciple of
Whe kingdom.´ NoZ, Ze¶Ye encoXnWeUed people called WeacheUV of Whe laZ alUead\ in
MaWWheZ. GeneUall\, Whe\ aUe foXnd alongVide Whe PhaUiVeeV, and ZeUe WhiV gUoXp of
Zell-edXcaWed e[peUWV in Whe Old TeVWamenW laZ. SWXd\ing Whe laZ ZaV WheiU profession.
BXW becaXVe JeVXV WellV WhiV paUable Wo hiV disciples, and WheUe don¶W Veem Wo be an\
WeacheUV of Whe laZ neaUb\, Ze Whink here, he coXld be XVing Whe WeUm ³WeacheUV of Whe
laZ´ moUe generically. He coXld be Vimpl\ UefeUUing Wo men and Zomen Zho ZeUe YeU\
familiaU ZiWh Whe Old TeVWamenW laZ in general. Which, becaXVe all of hiV immediaWe
diVcipleV ZeUe JeZiVh, ZoXld likel\ UefeU Wo all of Whem. The\ had all gUoZn Xp being
WaXghW Whe Old TeVWamenW, and Weaching iW Wo oWheUV. So in a moUe infoUmal VenVe, Whe\
ZeUe all ³WeacheUV of Whe laZ, Zho had become diVcipleV in Whe kingdom.´ Make VenVe Vo
faU?

And When JeVXV Va\V WhaW eYeU\ peUVon like that iV ³like Whe oZneU of a hoXVe, Zho bUingV
oXW of hiV VWoUeUoom new WUeaVXUeV, aV Zell aV old.´ So ZhaW doeV he mean b\ that? Well
fUom Whe Za\ JeVXV WellV WhiV paUable, iW ZoXld appeaU WhaW Whe ³old´ WUeaVXUeV aUe Whe
WhingV WhaW a teacher of the law iV familiaU ZiWh. The WhingV deWailed in ZhaW \oX and I call
³Whe Old TeVWamenW´±Whe fiUVW fiYe bookV of Whe bible, Whe PUopheWV, and Whe ZiVdom bookV
like PUoYeUbV and EccleViaVWeV. ThoVe coXld be conVideUed ³old WUeaVXUeV.´

The ³neZ WUeaVXUeV´ coXld UefeU Wo Whe WhingV WhaW a disciple in the kingdom ZoXld be
familiaU ZiWh. The WhingV deWailed and e[poXnded on in ZhaW \oX and I call Whe NeZ
TeVWamenW. JeVXV Va\V Zhen \oX¶Ue a WeacheU of Whe laZ-WXUned-diVciple of Whe kingdom,
\oX¶Ue familiaU ZiWh both old, and neZ. YoX¶Ue like Whe oZneU of a hoXVe Zho bUingV oXW
³neZ WUeaVXUeV aV Zell aV old.´ DoeV WhaW all make VenVe? So in VXmmaU\, Ze mighW pXW
iW like WhiV: XQGHUVWaQGLQJ WKH NLQJGRP ORRNV OLNH«

LHaUQLQJ IURP All RI WKH SFULSWXUHV
IW lookV like knowing and learning fUom all of Whe ScUipWXUeV: NeZ TeVWamenW and Old.
SomeWimeV, people Wend Wo Whink Whe Old TeVWamenW and Whe NeZ TeVWamenW aUe kind of
diffeUenW worlds. ThaW \oX haYe Whe Old TeVWamenW, Zhich iV kind of aboXW UXleV and
UegXlaWionV and ZheUe God iV VXpeU angU\ and qXick-WempeUed, and When \oX haYe
JeVXV and Whe NeZ TeVWamenW, ZheUe WhingV geW a liWWle moUe chill and God¶V image geWV
a liWWle makeoYeU of VoUWV. Some people Whink WhaW Whe Old and NeZ TeVWamenW aUe WZo
YeU\ diffeUenW ZoUldV. OU worse, WhaW noZ WhaW Ze haYe Whe NeZ TeVWamenW, Ze don¶W
Ueall\ need Whe Old an\moUe. ThaW iW¶V Whe oXWdaWed YeUVion WhaW doeVn¶W haYe mXch
UeleYance Wo XV. To Whe poinW WhaW \oX can liWeUall\ bX\ bibleV WhaW aUe NeZ TeVWamenW
onl\. AV if Whe Old TeVWamenW iVn¶W eYen neceVVaU\ Wo have.
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BXW I ZanW \oX Wo contrast WhaW ZiWh placeV like MaWWheZ 5, ZheUe JeVXV Va\V WhiV:

³Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets (oU ZhaW \oX
and I UefeU Wo aV Whe ³Old TeVWamenW´); I have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will b\ an\ means disappear from
the Law until ever\thing is accomplished (WhaW¶V aboXW aV VWUongl\ aV \oX coXld
pXW WhaW). Therefore an\one who sets aside one of the least of these commands
(an\one Zho ignoUeV Whem oU oYeUlookV Whem oU pUeWendV Whe\ aUen¶W impoUWanW)
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.

So VXffice iW Wo Va\, JeVXV doeV noW feel aV if Whe ³old´ WhingV in Whe bible aUe iUUeleYanW.
QXiWe Whe conWUaU\, in facW. He Va\V WhaW WhoVe WhingV acWXall\ poinW Wo and lead XV Wo Whe
³neZ´ WhingV. He acWXall\ WhinkV Whe old and neZ ZoUk in tandem ZiWh one anoWheU. TKH
WKLQJV LQ WKH NeZ THVWaPHQW KHOS XV XQGHUVWaQG ZKaW WKH Old THVWaPHQW ZaV
SRLQWLQJ WRZaUGV, aQG WKH WKLQJV LQ WKH OOG THVWaPHQW KHOS XV XQGHUVWaQG WKH
WKLQJV WKaW WKH NHZ THVWaPHQW IXOILOOV. TKHUH¶V a V\PELRWLF UHOaWLRQVKLS WKHUH. IW¶V
noW WhaW one nullifies Whe oWheU; Whe\ Vhed light on and inform each oWheU.

PUacWicall\ Vpeaking, WhiV iV Zh\ Ze ZanW Wo leaUn fUom boWh Whe Old TeVWamenW and Whe
neZ heUe aW CiW\ ChXUch. The fiUVW book of Whe bible Ze eYeU VWXdied WhUoXgh on SXnda\
WogeWheU aV a chXUch ZaV Whe book of Jonah in Whe Old TeVWamenW. One of Whe fiUVW
Weaching series Ze did ZaV on Old TeVWamenW naUUaWiYeV and hoZ Whe\ poinW Wo Whe
UealiWieV of Zho JeVXV iV. The plan leading Xp Wo ChUiVWmaV WhiV \eaU iV Wo Vpend Vome
Wime in Whe Old TeVWamenW pUopheW Isaiah and glean fUom it. IW iV maVViYel\ impoUWanW Wo
XV WhaW Ze noW onl\ Vpend oXU Wime e[ploUing ³new WUeaVXUeV,´ bXW alVo ³old.´ IW¶V
impoUWanW Wo XV Wo leaUn and Uead fUom all of Whe ScUipWXUeV.

NoZ, WhaW Vaid, I knoZ WhaW a loW of Whe bible±eVpeciall\ Whe Old TeVWamenW±can be difficXlW
Wo XndeUVWand aW WimeV. So if \oX need Vome help geWWing VWaUWed, leW me giYe \oX a YeU\
tangible ne[W VWep Wo Wake. OXW in Whe lobb\, WheUe aUe Bible Reading Plan bookleWV Ze
had pUinWed foU a VeUieV a coXple \eaUV ago. We VWill haYe loWV of Whem lefW oYeU. The\
Wechnicall\ UXn JanXaU\-DecembeU, bXW \oX aUe moUe Whan Zelcome Wo cUoVV WhoVe
monWhV oXW aW Whe Wop and make Whem VWaUW on AXgXVW 1 oU 2 oU ZhaWeYeU.

In Whem, \oX¶ll find a Ueading fUom Whe Old TeVWamenW and Whe NeZ TeVWamenW each da\,
and each Wime \oX VWaUW a neZ book of Whe bible, WheUe iV a VhoUW, 7iVh minXWe animaWed
Yideo fUom Whe Bible PUojecW WhaW giYeV \oX Vome Ueall\ helpfXl backgUoXnd on ZhaW
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\oX¶Ue aboXW Wo Uead. I fXll\ belieYe WhaW if \oX do WhaW foU a \eaU (oU hoZeYeU long iW
WakeV), \oX Zill come oXW Whe oWheU Vide being incUedibl\ Zell-YeUVed in boWh Whe Old and
NeZ TeVWamenWV. YoX¶ll be like ³Whe oZneU of a hoXVe, Zho bUingV oXW of hiV hoXVe old
WUeaVXUeV and neZ.´ Make VenVe? When Ze WUXl\ XndeUVWand Whe kingdom of JeVXV, Ze
gUaVp Whe impoUWance of leaUning fUom and knoZing all of Whe ScUipWXUeV. ThaW¶V one Vign
WhaW a peUVon haV understood Whe kingdom.

The second one iV also in WhaW paUable, bXW \oX mighW haYe missed iW aV Ze ZenW b\.
NoWice WhaW JeVXV didn¶W jXVW Va\ a peUVon like WhaW has neZ and old WUeaVXUeV±he Vaid
Whe\ ZhaW? ³Bring them out of their storeroom.´ The aVVXmpWion WheUe iV WhaW Whe\¶Ue
bUinging Whem oXW foU others Wo Vee and e[peUience and enjo\. So WKH VHFRQG VLJQ RI
XQGHUVWaQGLQJ WKH NLQJGRP iV...

THaFKLQJ OWKHUV WKaW YRX¶YH BHHQ TaXJKW
ThUoXghoXW hiV life and miniVWU\, JeVXV ZaVn¶W jXVW Weaching hiV diVcipleV WhingV Vo WhaW
Whe\ coXld gUoZ VmaUWeU and ZiVeU and moUe maWXUe±he ZaV Weaching Whem WhingV foU
Whem Wo Weach oWheUV. So Whe\ coXld bUing WheiU WUeaVXUeV out of the storeroom. ThiV iV Vo
difficXlW foU XV Wo UemembeU, eVpeciall\ in a knoZledge-baVed cXlWXUe like oXUV, bXW iV Vo
YeU\ impoUWanW: aV a IROORZHU RI JHVXV, WKH SRLQW LV QHYHU WR just NQRZ WKLQJV IRU WKH
VaNH RI NQRZLQJ WKHP. (I¶ll Va\ WhaW again). TKH SRLQW LV aOZa\V WR put into practice
ZKaW ZH NQRZ, aQG TXLWH RIWHQ, WKH SRLQW LV WR teach ZKaW ZH NQRZ WR RWKHUV. We
acWXall\ jXVW VaZ WhaW in oXU MaWWheZ 5 paVVage Woo: JeVXV Vaid Whe peUVon Zho iV
³gUeaWeVW in Whe kingdom of heaYen iV Whe peUVon Zho ³practices and teaches´ ZhaW
Whe\¶Ye leaUned fUom Whe ScUipWXUeV.

So Zhen \oX ViW doZn ZiWh Whe ScUipWXUeV in Whe moUning, oU afWeUnoon±oU ZheneYeU \oX
happen Wo do WhaW±Whe WempWaWion iV Wo Uead iW only foU you: ³God, ZhaW do \oX haYe in
WheVe pageV foU me? WhaW do \oX ZanW me Wo leaUn? WhaW do \oX ZanW me Wo gUoZ in?
WhaW do \oX ZanW Wo teach me, tell me?´ And heaU me, WhaW¶V vitally impoUWanW±Ze
abVolXWel\ can¶W b\paVV WhaW.

BXW I ZanW Wo VXggeVW WhaW \oX alVo accompan\ WhaW qXeVWion ZiWh ³God, ZhaW do \oX
haYe in heUe foU others? WhaW do \oX haYe in heUe WhaW ZoXld be helpfXl Wo Vomeone in
oXU chXUch, in m\ famil\, in m\ LifeGUoXp? To Vomeone aW m\ ZoUkplace oU Vomeone I¶m
fUiendV ZiWh? WhaW do \oX haYe in WheVe pageV WhaW \oX mighW ZanW Wo Well Whem oU Vpeak
Wo Whem, and hoZ mighW \oX ZanW Wo XVe me Wo do iW?´ All of XV haYe likel\ had Whe
e[peUience ZheUe Ze Uead VomeWhing in Whe bible and go ³\eah I don¶W Ueall\ feel like WhaW
applieV Wo me UighW noZ. ThaW¶V a cool Whing, a WUXe Whing, a helpfXl Whing...bXW iW jXVW
doeVn¶W Veem like WhaW¶V ZhaW I needed in WhiV momenW.´ And WhaW might be WUXe±iW mighW
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be WhaW ZhaW Ze Uead ZaVn¶W for us...iW ZaV foU Vomebod\ elVe. And God ZanWV Wo XVe XV
Wo deliYeU iW.

I Whink iW¶V also Vo impoUWanW WhaW Ze do WhiV Zhen iW comeV Wo hearing teaching fUom Whe
bible, in VeWWingV like WhiV one. The WempWaWion foU XV ofWen Zhen Ze heaU Weaching fUom
Whe bible iV Wo UeceiYe iW WhUoXgh Whe lenV of ZheWheU oU noW iW ZaV UeleYanW Wo XV (Whe
indiYidXal). ³ThaW Weaching Ueall\ helped me,´ ³Ueall\ conYicWed me,´ ³ZaV Ueall\ UeleYanW
Wo me.´ OU inYeUVel\, ³\eah, WhaW Weaching didn¶W Ueall\ appl\ Wo me.´ ³ThaW VeUmon didn¶t
Ueall\ Veem all WhaW UeleYanW Wo ZheUe I¶m aW.´ BXW WhaW¶V noW Whe onl\ Za\ Wo eYalXaWe
Weaching fUom Whe bible.

FoU inVWance, a fUiend of mine goW Wo WUaYel Wo Ken\a foU a miVVion WUip one Wime. And Zhile
he ZaV WheUe, he goW Wo ViW in on a nXmbeU of diffeUenW chXUch VeUYiceV. In one of Whem,
Whe\ ZeUe Weaching WhUoXgh Whe book of 1 CoUinWhianV, and Whe VeUmon Vpecificall\ WhaW
da\ ZaV on Whe VecWion of 1 CoUinWhianV ZheUe iW iV Walking almoVW enWiUel\ aboXW
singleness. The interesting Whing ZaV WhaW he kneZ WhaW in WhaW paUWicXlaU chXUch, liWeUall\
eYeU\one Zho ZaV old enoXgh Wo be maUUied, was maUUied. BXW aV Whe paVWoU ZaV
pUeaching on VingleneVV, he looked aUoXnd and VaZ people fXUioXVl\ VcUibbling noWeV
and leWWing oXW ³amenV´±eYeU\one ZaV incredibly engaged dXUing Whe VeUmon. AfWeU Whe
VeUYice, he ZenW and aVked hiV hoVW famil\ Zh\ WhaW ZaV. He Vaid ³I don¶W mean Wo VoXnd
ignoUanW, bXW Zh\ ZaV eYeU\one in Whe Uoom Vo inWeUeVWed in WhiV VeUmon on singleness,
eYen WhoXgh Whe\¶Ue all maUUied?´ HiV hoVW Vaid back Wo him, ³oh in Ken\a, Ze don¶W jXVW
liVWen foU ourselves±Ze liVWen foU others Woo.´ TheiU belief ZaV WhaW Whe ScUipWXUeV aUen¶W
jXVW WaXghW foU WheiU indiYidXal benefiW, bXW Vo WhaW Whe\ coXld benefiW others ZiWh ZhaW Whe\
leaUned.

So ZhaW if God haV XV liVWening Wo WeachingV VomeWimeV, noW jXVW foU our benefiW, bXW foU
others? WhaW if God haV \oX heaUing a Weaching aboXW suffering, noW becaXVe you aUe
cXUUenWl\ VXffeUing and need iW, bXW becaXVe a friend oU a family member is? WhaW if God
haV \oX heaUing a Weaching on decision-making, noW becaXVe you cXUUenWl\ need iW, bXW
becaXVe Vomeone else doeV? WhaW if God haV \oX heaUing a Weaching on hoZ Wo Uead
Whe bible, noW becaXVe you need help doing iW, bXW becaXVe \oX need addiWional WoolV Wo
Weach someone elVe hoZ Wo do iW? IW¶V Vo eaV\ foU XV Wo foUgeW WhaW aVpecW of Weaching, bXW
iW¶V YiWall\ impoUWanW Wo ZhaW iW meanV Wo folloZ JeVXV.

PaUWLFLSaWLRQ LQ WKH NLQJGRP RI GRG LV MXVW aV PXFK aERXW ZKaW ZH impart WR
RWKHUV aV LW LV aERXW ZKaW LV LPSaUWHG to us. So ZKR aUH \RX LPSaUWLQJ WKLQJV WR?
When \oX Uead Whe ScUipWXUeV, oU heaU teaching from Whe ScUipWXUeV, ZhaW mighW iW look
like Wo add WhingV±neZ and old±Wo \oXU ³VWoUeUoom,´ Vo WhaW \oX can Vei]e oppoUWXniWieV
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Wo Wake WhaW WUeaVXUe oXW, and share iW ZiWh oWheUV? ThaW¶V ZhaW I Whink JeVXV iV geWWing aW
heUe. Make VenVe?

Oka\. So Ze jXVW goW WZo VignV of understanding Whe kingdom. NoZ chapWeU 13 iV going
Wo wrap up ZiWh a story aboXW Vome people Zho don¶t XndeUVWand.. Pick iW Xp ZiWh me in Y.
53:

[53] When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. [54]
Coming to his hometoZn (a WoZn called Na]aUeWh), he began teaching the
people in their synagogue (ZhaW a gUeaW place Wo Weach if \oX ZanW moUe ³WeacheUV
of Whe laZ´ Wo become ³diVcipleV in Whe kingdom,´ UighW?), and they were amazed.
³Where did this man get this Zisdom and these miraculous poZers?´ they
asked. [55] ³Isn¶t this the carpenter¶s son? Isn¶t his mother¶s name Mary, and
aren¶t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? [56] Aren¶t all his sisters
Zith us? Where then did this man get all these things?´ [57] And they took
offense at him. But Jesus said to them, ³A prophet is not without honor except in
his own toZn and in his own home.´ [58] And he did not do many miracles there
because of their lack of faith.

So JeVXV UeWXUnV Wo Na]aUeWh, ZheUe he gUeZ Xp, and iV Weaching and pUeaching in Whe
V\nagogXeV WheUe. BXW aV he doeV, he VWaUWV Wo encoXnWeU an inWeUeVWing UecepWion.
People VWaUW aVking qXeVWionV like ³iVn¶W WhiV MaU\¶V Von?´ ³Didn¶W he gUoZ Xp heUe?´
³Don¶W Ze knoZ hiV bUoWheUV and hiV ViVWeUV?´ ³WheUe did he geW all of WhiV ZiVdom and
WheVe miUacXloXV poZeUV?´

And if \oX Whink aboXW iW, WhiV UeVponVe fUom Whe people of Na]aUeWh acWXall\ makeV a loW
of VenVe. HaYe an\ of \oX had Vomebod\ \oX gUeZ Xp ZiWh all of a VXdden become a
YeU\ big deal? So leW¶V Va\ WheUe ZaV a kid in \oXU homeWoZn named Timm\. YoX gUeZ
Xp ZiWh Timm\, \oX knoZ Timm\. And one da\ \oX Vee on Facebook, oU \oX heaU fUom
\oXU mom oU dad, WhaW Timm\ iV noZ a Holl\Zood pUodXceU. OU Timm\ jXVW goW dUafWed b\
a pUo-leYel baVeball Weam. OU Timm\ VWaUWed a compan\ and iV noZ a millionaiUe. And
\oX¶Ue like ³ZoZ±Timm\? Reall\? That Timm\? AZkZaUd, neYeU Walked Wo an\bod\,
Timmy?´ DoeVn¶W iW XVXall\ Veem like Whe moVW random people? I Whink WhaW¶V aW leaVW a
version of Whe e[peUience Whe people of Na]aUeWh aUe haYing heUe in Whe paVVage.
³JeVXV? Really? JeVXV WhaW gUeZ Xp here? Mary¶s Von? JameV¶ brother? WeiUd. Oka\, I
gXeVV.´

BXW in JeVXV¶ caVe, Whe paVVage Va\V, WhaW e[peUience acWXall\ leadV Wo Vome opposition.
IW Va\V in Y. 57 WhaW because of all of WhaW familiaUiW\ ZiWh JeVXV, Whe\ ³Wook offenVe´ aW him.
We¶Ye Walked aboXW WhaW phUaVe ³Wook offenVe´ befoUe. IW¶V a phUaVe WhaW liWeUall\ meanV Wo
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³VWXmble´ oU ³WUip´ on VomeWhing. TKH SHRSOH RI Na]aUHWK aUH VR LQFUHGXORXV aW WKLV
LGHa WKaW JHVXV, IURP WKHLU KRPHWRZQ, GRHV PLUaFOHV aQG GLVSOa\V VXFK ZLVGRP,
WKaW LW aFWXaOO\ FaXVHV WKHP WR stumble. IW caXVeV Whem Wo diVbelieYe in Whe UealiW\ of
Zho JeVXV iV. IQ RWKHU ZRUGV, WKH SHRSOH RI Na]aUHWK KaG MXVW HQRXJK IaPLOLaULW\
ZLWK JHVXV WR SUHYHQW WKHP IURP VHHLQJ ZKR KH UHaOO\ ZaV.

And I¶Ye goW Wo Whink WhaW in WhaW Za\, Vome of XV mighW haYe VomeWhing in common ZiWh
Whe people of Na]aUeWh. AfWeU all, Ze¶Ue in Kno[Yille, TenneVVee. WheUe WheUe iV almoVW
literally a chXUch on eYeU\ coUneU±WheUe¶V two chXUcheV on Vome coUneUV. And
fXUWheUmoUe, a loW of XV gUeZ Xp in and around chXUch. If \oX¶Ue like me, \oXU paUenWV had
\oX in chXUch eYeU\ Wime Whe dooUV ZeUe open. If \oX aVked a loW of XV aboXW JeVXV, Ze
coXld Well \oX all Whe VWoUieV. We coXld Well \oX aboXW hoZ he ZaV boUn in a mangeU and
hoZ he¶V Whe Von of God and hoZ he WaXghW people Wo loYe one anoWheU. We coXld Well
\oX WhaW he ZenW Wo Whe cUoVV Wo ³die foU oXU Vin´ and Wo foUgiYe XV, and WhaW if \oX accepW
WhaW, \oX geW Wo liYe foUeYeU ZiWh him. MaQ\ SHRSOH LQ RXU aUHa, aQG OLNHO\ PaQ\ RI XV
VLWWLQJ LQ WKLV URRP, KaYH a KLJK GHJUHH RI familiarit\ ZLWK JHVXV.

BXW heUe¶V Whe Whing: familiarit\ ZLWK JHVXV LVQ¶W ZKaW VaYHV \RX. The Pharisees ZeUe
aV familiar aV a peUVon coXld be ZiWh Whe God of Whe bible, bXW ZeUe ofWen aV far aV Whe\
coXld be fUom Whe heart of God. The people of Nazareth ZeUe familiar ZiWh JeVXV, and aW
Whe Vame Wime had no idea Zho he ZaV. JeVXV eYen Va\V aW one poinW WhaW one da\,
people Zill Va\ Wo him, ³didn¶W Ze caVW oXW demonV in \oXU name, didn¶W Ze do mighW\
ZoUkV in \oXU name±JeVXV, didn¶W Ze identify ourselves with you in eYeU\Whing Ze did?´
And JeVXV Va\V he¶ll Va\ Wo Whem, ³VXUe±bXW I neYeU knew \oX.´ FaPLOLaULW\ LVQ¶W ZKaW
VaYHV \RX. FamiliaUiW\ ZiWh God doeVn¶W alZa\V indicaWe a UelaWionVhip with God. AQG
VRPHWLPHV, IaPLOLaULW\ FaQ aOVR EH a YHU\ dangerous WKLQJ. IW can conYince XV Ze
don¶W need Wo knoZ an\ moUe, VWXd\ an\ fXUWheU, ZUeVWle an\ haUdeU ZiWh Whe WhingV of
God. And iW can conYince XV WhaW Ze knoZ Zho JeVXV iV±Zhen in UealiW\, Ze haYen¶W eYen
VcUaWched Whe VXUface.

So hoZ do Ze avoid WhaW e[peUience? HoZ do Ze keep familiaUiW\ fUom being a hindUance
Wo WUXl\ knoZing and loYing JeVXV foU Zho he iV? HoZ do Ze aYoid Whe miVWake Na]aUeWh
made in hoZ Whe\ XndeUVWood JeVXV? The answer Ze geW Wo WhaW qXeVWion in Whe
ScUipWXUeV iV YeU\ Vimple. We acWXall\ menWioned iW in oXU fiUVW Weaching in MaWWheZ 13.
We Vaid When WhaW WKLV ZRUG ³XQGHUVWaQG´ LQ WKH JRVSHOV GRHVQ¶W MXVW PHaQ WR
intellectuall\ comprehend a concept. IW PHaQV WR KHaU VRPHWKLQJ, agree ZLWK LW,
aQG WKHQ put it together Zith action. To XVe JeVXV¶ langXage fUom MaWWheZ 5, iW¶V Wo
pXW it into practice. The anVZeU iV WhaW Ze hear, and When Ze respond Wo ZhaW Ze¶Ye
heaUd.
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JameV 1 pXWV iW WhiV Za\:

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

JameV Va\V WhaW ZKHQ aOO ZH GR LV hear WKH WHaFKLQJV RI WKH SFULSWXUHV, ZH aFWXaOO\
UXQ WKH ULVN RI ³deceiving RXUVHOYHV.´ TheUe¶V VomeWhing aboXW heaUing ZiWhoXW doing
WhaW acWXall\ makeV XV belieYe WhingV aboXW oXUVelYeV WhaW aUen¶W WUXe. We VWaUW Wo belieYe
WhaW Ze¶Ue good ZiWh JeVXV Vimpl\ becaXVe Ze know WhingV about him. We VWaUW Wo Whink
Ze aUe faiWhfXll\ folloZing him jXVW becaXVe Ze can UegXUgiWaWe WUXe VWaWemenWV aboXW
him. JameV Va\V ³ZhaWeYeU \oX do, don¶W fall inWo WhaW WUap.´ Don¶W deceiYe \oXUVelf inWo
Whinking WhaW hearing WhingV fUom Whe bible iV Whe Vame aV doing ZhaW Whe bible Va\V.
InVWead, ³do ZhaW iW Va\V.´ The Za\ Wo enVXUe WhaW \oX¶Ue noW jXVW familiar ZiWh JeVXV, bXW
WhaW \oX acWXall\ know him...iV Wo liVWen and When do ZhaW he Va\V. To heaU, and Wo
pUacWice.

When \oX feel Whe SpiUiW pUeVVing on \oX WhaW Whe Za\ \oX VaYe and Vpend \oXU mone\
iVn¶W conViVWenW ZiWh Whe WeachingV of Whe ScUipWXUeV: \oX don¶W jXVW conWinXe offeUing
empW\ plaWiWXdeV like ³µgeneUoViW\ iV YeU\ impoUWanW Wo me¶ and µiW¶V all God¶V an\Za\¶.´
YoX UeVpond b\ confeVVing WhaW \oXU life iVn¶W conViVWenW ZiWh Whe ScUipWXUeV, and When
\oX actually allow Jesus to change hoZ \oX Vpend and VaYe \oXU mone\.

When \oX feel Whe SpiUiW pUeVVing on \oX WhaW Whe UelaWionVhip ZiWh \oXU bo\fUiend oU
giUlfUiend iVn¶W healWh\ oU ma\be doeVn¶W UeflecW ZhaW Whe ScUipWXUeV Weach XV aboXW Ve[:
\oX don¶W jXVW Va\ ³\eah, I knoZ iW¶V ZUong, bXW Ze Ueall\ loYe each oWheU±I¶m VXUe JeVXV
foUgiYeV XV´ and conWinXe aboXW \oXU Za\. YoX go ³JeVXV iV king±Zhich meanV if he Va\V
WhiV iV ZUong, it¶s wrong.´ So I¶m gonna confeVV WhaW, I¶m gonna bUeak off Whe UelaWionVhip,
be done ZiWh iW, and I¶m gonna do WhingV WhaW Za\.

When \oX feel Whe SpiUiW impUeVVing Xpon \oX WhaW \oXU UelaWionVhip ZiWh alcohol iVn¶W
healthy±WhaW moUe ofWen Whan noW, \oX¶Ue dUinking moUe Whan \oX need Wo, \oX¶Ue geWWing
caUUied aZa\...\oX don¶W jXVW Va\ ³oh, iW ZaV jXVW an accidenW,´ oU ³iW¶V noW a big deal.´ YoX
Va\ ³I belong Wo JeVXV¶ kingdom, and Vo I¶m going Wo UepenW of WhiV, and WUXVW in him.´

DoeV WhaW make VenVe? ThiV iV ZhaW iW meanV and WhiV iV ZhaW iW lookV like Wo folloZ
JeVXV. The ScUipWXUeV aUe Woo helpfXl Wo jXVW be familiaU ZiWh. Jesus iV Woo good Wo jXVW be
familiar ZiWh±he¶V ZoUWh knoZing and folloZing ZiWh eYeU\Whing in XV. He¶V ZoUWh giYing
oXU Wime and oXU mone\ and oXU effoUWV and oXU heaUWV Wo. He¶V ZoUWh hearing and
responding Wo. And ZKHQ \RX UHVSRQG WR JHVXV, ZKaW \RX HQFRXQWHU LV WKH JUaFH
aQG PHUF\ RI GRG. YRX HQFRXQWHU WKH JHVXV ZKR SRXUHG RXW KLV OLIH aQG JaYH XS
KLV EUHaWK WR UHVFXH aQG FaOO SHRSOH LQWR KLV NLQJGRP. YRX HQFRXQWHU WKH RQH ZKR
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ZaQWV WR PaNH \RX PRUH aQG PRUH LQWR KLV LPaJH, aQG LQWR ZKR \RX ZHUH PaGH WR
EH. And leW me Well \oX: WheUe¶V no beWWeU Za\ Wo liYe.

So heUe¶V ZheUe Ze¶ll land: if WheUe¶V VomeWhing WhiV moUning WhaW \oX knoZ \oX need Wo
UeVpond Wo JeVXV on: an aUea of \oXU life WhaW iVn¶W \eW UighW, a paUW of \oXU heaUW WhaW iVn¶W
\eW hiV±can I jXVW encoXUage \oX Wo do VomeWhing aboXW WhaW? Can I encoXUage \oX Wo
noW alloZ familiarity ZiWh JeVXV Wo geW in Whe Za\ of intimacy ZiWh JeVXV? Can I encoXUage
\oX Wo knoZ him±noW jXVW ZiWh \oXU mind oU \oXU inWellecW±bXW ZiWh \oXU heaUW and \oXU
VpiUiW? To understand: Zhich meanV Wo heaU, and respond.

I don¶W knoZ ZhaW e[acWl\ iW iV WhiV moUning, bXW I ZoXld beW WheUe¶V aW leaVW one Whing foU a
lot of XV. One Whing WhaW Ze coXld pUeVV in on, UeVpond Wo JeVXV in±and alloZ hiV gUace
and hiV lighW and hiV WUXWh Wo do VomeWhing in XV, beginning Woda\. So I¶m jXVW gonna aVk
Whe band Wo pla\ qXieWl\ foU a biW and giYe Vome Vpace foU XV Wo aVk God ZhaW WhaW iV?
WhaW aUea of oXU liYeV do Ze need Wo heaU God on?

We¶Ye been in WhiV VeUieV aboXW responses to the kingdom, bXW I don¶W ZanW Wo end iW
ZiWhoXW giYing XV one moUe chance Wo aVk ³ZhaW do we need Wo UeVpond Wo Whe kingdom
on?´ JXVW aVk God if \oX ZanW: what is it? WhaW iV iW WhaW I need Wo liVWen and UeVpond to?
WhaW iV iW WhaW I need Wo do ZoUk on? WheUe iV iW WhaW I need Wo leW \oXU gUace and \oXU
WUXWh bUeak in?

Give people space to do this and feel it out...
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