
WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED SAYING THESE THINGS, 
HE LEFT GALILEE AND WENT INTO THE REGION OF 
JUDEA TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN. LARGE 
CROWDS FOLLOWED HIM, AND HE HEALED THEM 
THERE. SOME PHARISEES CAME TO HIM TO TEST 
HIM. THEY ASKED, “IS IT LAWFUL FOR A MAN TO 
DIVORCE HIS WIFE FOR ANY AND EVERY REASON?”

“HAVEN’T YOU READ,” HE REPLIED, “THAT AT THE
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BEGINNING THE CREATOR ‘MADE THEM MALE AND 
FEMALE,’ AND SAID, ‘FOR THIS REASON A MAN WILL 
LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE UNITED 
TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO WILL BECOME ONE 
FLESH’? SO THEY ARE NO LONGER TWO, BUT ONE 
FLESH. THEREFORE WHAT GOD HAS JOINED 
TOGETHER, LET NO ONE SEPARATE.” “WHY THEN,” 
THEY ASKED, “DID MOSES COMMAND THAT A MAN
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GIVE HIS WIFE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND 
SEND HER AWAY?” JESUS REPLIED, “MOSES 
PERMITTED YOU TO DIVORCE YOUR WIVES BECAUSE 
YOUR HEARTS WERE HARD. BUT IT WAS NOT THIS 
WAY FROM THE BEGINNING. I TELL YOU THAT 
ANYONE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE, EXCEPT FOR 
SEXUAL IMMORALITY, AND MARRIES ANOTHER 
WOMAN COMMITS ADULTERY.” THE DISCIPLES SAID
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TO HIM, “IF THIS IS THE SITUATION BETWEEN A 
HUSBAND AND WIFE, IT IS BETTER NOT TO MARRY.”

JESUS REPLIED, “NOT EVERYONE CAN ACCEPT THIS 
WORD, BUT ONLY THOSE TO WHOM IT HAS BEEN 
GIVEN. FOR THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO WERE BORN 
THAT WAY, AND THERE ARE EUNUCHS WHO HAVE 
BEEN MADE EUNUCHS BY OTHERS—AND THERE ARE 
THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO LIVE LIKE EUNUCHS FOR
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THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. THE ONE 
WHO CAN ACCEPT THIS SHOULD ACCEPT IT.”
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IF A MAN MARRIES A WOMAN WHO BECOMES 
DISPLEASING TO HIM BECAUSE HE FINDS

SOMETHING INDECENT ABOUT HER, AND HE 
WRITES HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE, GIVES IT  
TO HER AND SENDS HER FROM HIS HOUSE…
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